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11When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the 
Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples 2and said to them, ‘Go into the village ahead 
of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never 
been ridden; untie it and bring it. 3If anyone says to you, “Why are you doing this?” just 
say this, “The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.” ’ 4They went away 
and found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, 5some 
of the bystanders said to them, ‘What are you doing, untying the colt?’ 6They told them 
what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. 7Then they brought the colt to 
Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 8Many people spread their cloaks on 
the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. 9Then those 
who went ahead and those who followed were shouting, ‘Hosanna! Blessed is the one 
who comes in the name of the Lord! 10Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor 
David! Hosanna in the highest heaven!’  

11Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked 
around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. 

 

 
This past Tuesday night, I got a lump in my throat watching TV.  I wasn't watching 

This is Us or that new show, The Village.  I was watching the Dallas Mavericks game 

and what would turn out to be the last home game of Dirk Nowitzki's career. 

I’ve always felt a special bond with Dirk and his Mavericks teams.  We both arrived 

in Dallas about the same time.  I can remember watching the early years of Dirk's 

career and the ascendency of the Mavs while giving Abby a bottle.  I remember the joy 

the whole town felt the first time the Mavericks made the playoffs in 2000 after the 

dreadful 1990s.  I remember how they could never get past San Antonio until 2006.  It 

was that year that they finally beat San Antonio in the semifinals before going on to 

defeat Phoenix in the Western Conference finals.  I remember staying up late to watch 
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the team plane return to Dallas.  They were finally a legitimate team and not the 

laughingstock of professional sports. 

As most of you know, Dallas made it to the NBA Finals twice during Dirk's career.  

Both times, they met the Miami Heat in the Finals.  But there were significant 

differences between the two appearances.  And one of those differences centered on 

the victory parade. 

In 2006, it looked like the Mavericks had the Finals series under control.  They won 

the first two games and looked like they were the better team.  And then it happened.  

As the series moved to Miami, out came the revelation that the Mavericks had already 

planned a parade.  The planned parade route was leaked to the media.  That parade 

never happened and the question of whether that motivated the Miami Heat remains.  

For a Dallas fan, it was heartbreaking. 

In 2011, the games nearly played out in reverse.  But this time, the entire city was 

tight-lipped about a parade.  It wasn't until the final horn sounded in Game 6 that 

details of the parade emerged.  I remember watching that whole parade.  I watched the 

team weave through the streets of Dallas waving to thousands of fans.  And I 

remember the parade ending at the American Airlines Center with the team out on a 

second story balcony overlooking a crowded plaza.  And it was there that “my buddy” 

Dirk sang an off key rendition of We Are the Champions. 

There is a tendency to think of Palm Sunday as a victory parade.  The champ comes 

riding in and everybody cheers.  The gathered crowd is singing Hosanna but it sounds 

a lot like We are the Champions.  The waving of palm branches are like waving the 

championship banner.  But is that what really happened? 

Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem is captured in all four gospels.  And while 

there are variations in all four, the gist is the same.  After having set his face towards 

Jerusalem (Luke 9:51) with determination, he has finally arrived.  The events of Jesus' 
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destiny are about to unfold.  And the appearance of a flash mob to welcome him into 

Jerusalem seems to suggest that the hopes and fears of all the years will finally be 

resolved in Jesus' arrival in Jerusalem. 

Yet, there is some mystery surrounding Jesus' entry into Jerusalem.  Marcus Borg 

and John Dominic Crossan will tell you that there were actually two processions that 

day.  In their book, The Last Week, they make the case that there was an imperial 

procession entering the other side of Jerusalem at the same moment featuring Pilate as 

the grand marshal.i  Other scholars will tell you that Jesus' entry was just a normal part 

of Passover.  After all, the Romans would have been quick to put down anything that 

looked like sedition – like a king being celebrated.  In this view, Jesus was just one of 

tens of thousands of Passover participants on pilgrimage to Jerusalem who just 

happened to be on a donkey.  The crowd shouting "Hosanna" was simply stating this 

as part of the usual Passover wish that the messiah would come and restore the 

monarchy.ii 

If Palm Sunday and Jesus' triumphal entry into Jerusalem were simply a one-time 

event to be captured by a newspaper reporter, then these questions of history would be 

more critical.  But what the Gospel authors, and particularly Mark, are trying to do is 

set the stage for what is to come.  And we see this in the emphasis Mark places on the 

mode and manner of the entrance.  Seven of the eleven verses of our scripture lesson 

this morning are focused on the procurement of Jesus' ride - the donkey. 

Jesus gives very specific instructions to two of his disciples about where to find the 

donkey, what they were to do with it, and what they were to say if questioned.  Then, 

we get a play-by-play recounting of the disciples doing just that.  They went to the 

village.  They found the donkey.  They untied it.  And when they were questioned, they 

gave the response that Jesus told them to give: "The Lord needs it and will send it back 

immediately." 
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It seems strange for Mark, who is always about an economy of words, to focus so 

much text on how Jesus ended up riding into town on a donkey.  But, of all the gospel 

writers, Mark is the one who emphasizes the Messianic secret the most.  That's why 

throughout the gospel, the disciples have witnessed Jesus forever hushing and 

shushing people anytime anyone came remotely close to a public identification of him 

as the Christ.iii  But if we don’t overlook it, it's in the story of the donkey's 

procurement that we get a revelation of Jesus as the Messiah. 

In Jesus' day, it was wasn't uncommon for Roman soldiers to routinely requisition 

animals from the populace.iv  It was the "eminent domain" of the first century.  If the 

government needed your livestock, they took it.  On the surface, it might seem that the 

disciples were doing the same thing.  "The Lord needs it" they were supposed to say.  

Yet, the difference was in the rest of that sentence.  "The Lord needs it, but will send it 

back immediately."  Jesus' promise to return the animal promptly distinguished him 

from the ruling forces.  And it foreshadowed a greater promise of Christ’s return to 

come. 

Likewise, the fact that Jesus chose a donkey for his method of transportation also 

pointed to his messiahship.  The gospel of Matthew suggests that he chose the donkey 

because he was a humble king and the humble beast was a fitting ride.  Yet, Mark 

doesn't provide that detail about humility.  Instead, what he reveals is that Jesus is a 

king of peace.  In first century Palestine, when a king went to war, he rode on a horse.  

When he came in peace, he rode on a donkey.v  If Borg and Crossan are right and 

there was a second processional that day, there is no doubt that Pilate rode in on a 

warhorse in a sign of military might and grandeur.  But Jesus didn't come to wage war 

or to restore the political fortunes of God's chosen people by armed force and power.  

He came in peace. 
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Once Jesus is on the donkey and making his way into the city, Mark paints a 

particular picture of the people gathered there.  He portrays a kind of nervous anxiety 

flowing like electricity through the crowd.  Something big was up. 

You and I know what this is like.  It's the kind of nervous energy that perhaps 

you've experienced before doing something big.  Maybe you were planning to pop the 

question and ask someone to marry you.  Maybe you were facing a major interview, a 

big exam, or were slated to give a speech that could change your life.  This big thing 

was by no means 100% certain.  And the knot in the pit of your stomach was a sign of 

all the tension.vi  That's what the crowd gathered that day seemed to collectively be 

suffering from as they shouted "Hosanna" - "Lord, save us." 

We know from this side of the cross that something big was up.  But the crowd was 

nervous because of what they expected to come.  They were sure that Jesus was 

coming to restore order and their rightful place on the map.  But Mark doesn't want us 

to make the same mistake.  And the clue he gives us comes at the very end of our 

scripture lesson in verse 11.  It's there, with the crowd now gone, that Jesus enters the 

temple to have a look around. 

If you were to read ahead, you would see that the Temple is the symbolic center of 

the next three chapters of Mark - chapters 11-13.  "The entry into the city ends at the 

Temple, where (11:11) on the following day Jesus cleanses the Temple (11:15).  When 

Jesus walks into the Temple area, the chief priests, scribes, and elders challenge his 

authority (11:27), initiating a series of [controversies] in which Jesus silences successive 

opponents: chief priests, scribes and elders (11:27, 32; 12:12); Pharisees and Herodians 

(12:13, 17); Sadducees (12:18), and a scribe (12:28, 34).  Jesus then answers the 

challenge to his authority (12:35-37), instructs his disciples to watch out for the scribes 

(12:38-40), and, sitting opposite the Temple treasury, uses a widow's offering...to 

challenge the economic arrangements attached to the Temple (12:41-44).  Upon 
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leaving the Temple, Jesus predicts its destruction (13:1-2), and seated opposite the 

Temple on the Mount of Olives, delivers a series of oracles on the future...  And just 

beyond these chapters, the death and resurrection of Jesus will mean the end of 

Temple cult.”vii 

As New Testament professor Pheme Perkins notes, this focus on the Temple 

makes it clear that the struggle between Jesus and his opponents concerns religious 

issues - specifically, who speaks God's word to the people.  Those who have been the 

custodians of the Temple have lost the authority to mediate God's presence to the 

people.  Soon, a new temple will emerge in the community that Jesus brings into 

being.viii  And when Mark captures Jesus' entry into the Temple upon his arrival in 

Jerusalem, what he's pointing out is that Jesus was about to do all of this with his eyes 

wide open. 

Sometimes you and I do things with our eyes wide open.  We add a new puppy to 

the family.  We make an investment hoping that the reward is worth the risk.  We buy 

the fixer-upper hoping that we’ve watched enough Chip and Joanna to make it 

habitable.  We do these things with full awareness, hoping for a particular outcome. 

And so it was as Jesus made his way into Jerusalem.  The temple authorities had 

their eyes wide open to the threat Jesus was to their way of thinking but their eyes were 

shut to the possibility of a Messiah.  The crowds that lined the roads had their eyes 

open to a Messiah, but closed to what his reign would really look like.  The disciples 

who had followed Jesus had their eyes open to the fact that this triumphal entry 

wouldn’t go unnoticed…and probably not unpunished, but they, too, had their eyes 

closed to way things would play out. 

And where are we in this story?  Are our eyes wide open?  Do we see Jesus as our 

Lord and Savior or have we erected little temples of our own that we don’t want 

cleansed?  Are we shouting for salvation with the crowd one moment and then 
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expressing our displeasure the next when he doesn't do things the way we think he 

should?  Are we passionately journeying with Christ one moment and denying him the 

next? 

Or are we willing to give Christ immanent domain.  Immanent domain (with an “I”) 

is not about Jesus forcing his way into our lives by power (that’s eminent domain).  

Instead, it’s about letting Christ fully dwell within us.  It’s about opening our eyes to 

the immanence of Christ's domain – to the reality we will sing next week: The kingdom 

of this world is become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ.  And he shall reign forever and 

ever.  But there’s the potential that those will be empty words if our parade route moves 

directly from Palm Sunday to Easter Sunday, passing by the rest of the scenes of this 

week. 

This Holy Week, we too have got to look around at everything.  The palms we see 

today will soon be gone.  The palm branch processional is a one-and-done.  We won’t 

do that again for another year.  Ask the average person about a palm branch and the 

first thing they will think of is a tropical island. 

But one thing remains all year long.  Ask the average person about a cross and I 

believe that the first thing they will think about is Jesus Christ. The palm processional 

and the triumphal entry aren’t the climax of this week.  No, to celebrate the 

championship of Easter Sunday, we’ve got to go to the cross.  We’ve got to look 

around at everything there…and to realize just what Christ did there for you and for 

me…for the Temple authorities, for the crowds, for his closest disciples, for the world.  

We’ve got to survey the wondrous cross. 

 
When I survey the wondrous cross 
On which the Prince of glory died. 
My richest gain I count but loss, 
and pour contempt on all my pride. 
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Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast. 
Save in the death of Christ, my God; 
All the vain things that charm me most 
I sacrifice them to his blood. 
 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine; 
Demands my soul, my life, my all.ix 
 
Perhaps upon surveying the cross, those temple authorities poured contempt on 

their pride.  Perhaps upon surveying the cross, the boasting of the crowd was 

forbidden.  Perhaps upon surveying the cross, the vain things that had charmed the 

disciples the most had been sacrificed.  And perhaps upon surveying the cross, we see 

that our world is too small in comparison to God’s. 

This week, look around at everything.  Look at what Jesus does in the Temple.  

Imagine yourself in the Upper Room with Jesus and his disciples.  Journey with him to 

the Garden and agonize with Jesus in prayer.  Wince at the scourging Christ endured.  

Tread the Via Dolorosa to the hill of Calvary and look at Christ upon the cross.  See 

there what seems like defeat.  I believe that if you do these things, you may develop a 

lump in your throat.  But it’s in that heartbreak that our eyes will be opened to a love 

so amazing, so divine.  Only then, will we be prepared for the mystery and victory of 

Christ’s resurrection. 
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