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MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
1 Peter 4:7-11 February 3, 2019 – Laity Sunday Cindy Hernandez 
First Christian Church Wichita Falls, Texas 
 
7 The end of all things is near; therefore be serious and discipline 
yourselves for the sake of your prayers. 8Above all, maintain constant love 
for one another, for love covers a multitude of sins. 9Be hospitable to one 
another without complaining. 10Like good stewards of the manifold grace of 
God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received. 
11Whoever speaks must do so as one speaking the very words of God; 
whoever serves must do so with the strength that God supplies, so that 
God may be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. To him belong the 
glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

Good morning! It’s Super Bowl Sunday - I don’t know if your 

favorite team is playing today or not but you should be out in plenty 

of time. This is also Laity Sunday - a day that the lay leaders of the 

church take on the responsibilities of worship. Emily Thomas asked 

me to speak this morning because Laity Sunday is important to her. 

I didn’t want to disappoint her so I agreed to talk with you this 

morning. So I hope I make you proud of your decision Emily. 

Maybe we can get her to do it next year. 

In the scripture that I chose this morning, 1 Peter 4:7-11, we 

learn we are to love each other, we are to offer hospitality to one 

another without grumbling, we should use our gifts to serve others 

faithfully with God’s grace and we are to serve with the strength 

God provides so that in all things God may be praised through 

Jesus Christ. 
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When Robert and I were looking for a church, to attend and get 

married in, we came to FCC because of the beautiful building but 

what kept us coming were the beautiful people inside. Johnny 

Almanza was a deacon when we first visited. Robert knew him 

from growing up in Wichita Falls. Johnny greeted us every Sunday 

morning with a smile and was eager to help us feel comfortable. Dr. 

John Muir was the minister at the time and we were so impressed 

that he remembered our names when we came back the next 

week. We comfortably sat on the pew in the back of the sanctuary. 

We thought if we sat there we could just attend worship and sneak 

out the back and wouldn’t have to get involved. That didn’t work 

out as well as planned. We joined the church in January 1987, 

were married in April and the Discovery Sunday School Class was 

formed that following August. Shortly after that Robert and I worked 

with the Junior High Youth until those 7th graders graduated, from 

high school, then we took a short break. 

We raised our two daughters, Allison and Melanie, with the 

help of this congregation. They were afforded several opportunities 

to learn, grow in faith and feel loved by this church. From the care 

they received from Rosella and Ella in the nursery to the Sunday 

School programs where they learned a lot about the bible from Mrs. 

Rafuse and music from Mrs. Vaughn, to Youth group, camps and 

mission trips. Our children felt loved and this was their second 
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home. This is where they felt safe, loved and learned about God. 

When we dedicated our children as babies in the church we made 

a promise along with this congregation to raise them to know God 

and to feel loved. I want to thank all of you for helping us keep our 

promise. 

Society and technology has really changed since 1987 but 

God has not changed. He still loves us. Our mission with him is the 

same. We are to love our neighbors as ourselves and to go and 

make more disciples. This church is a friendly place, very 

welcoming but we all belong to social groups where we have 

friends and enjoy being together. But this place is different. We are 

here for a purpose, to learn more about God and his love and to 

tell others. 

Since becoming a member at FCC I have been discovering my 

spiritual gifts. I think a few of mine are hospitality, serving and 

leading. I have spent a lot of time with the youth, while my girls 

were active, and I enjoyed working with the youth and watching 

them grow spiritually and helping them create a good work ethic 

and a sense of responsibility. I have enjoyed working with my 

Sunday School class on many projects, from cooking together 

making Indian Tacos to hosting the Hotter than Hell Hundred 

bicycle riders. It is a lot of work sometimes but I really enjoy the 

relationships with my class and the ones we develop with our 
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guests in August. The last two years I have served as your Board 

Chairman. When I was first asked I thought “no way” but after some 

prayer and consultations I decided to challenge myself and accept 

the position. During that time, it was your encouraging words, your 

willingness to help and your prayers that we made it through our 

time of transition. This congregation is committed to listening to 

what God is leading us to do. The Search Committee was very 

diligent to follow the wants and needs of this church and through 

time, discernment and prayer, God led them to the hiring of Dr. 

Mark Bender. Now the work continues through the Vision team. 

They are committed to find our focus and direct our church into the 

future where God is calling us. 

We are all on a journey and discovering our special gifts that 

God has given us and using them can be pretty amazing. I 

encourage you to challenge yourself to use your gifts to enrich this 

church and the community. I think you will find it will be very 

rewarding. 

So with the strength that God provides, sign up to serve on a 

committee, use your voice to help with some of the decisions at 

FCC to make us even stronger and to make it a home for all who 

enter in. So I invite you to make a difference by stepping up and 

reaching out and not just sitting on the back pew. 


