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1 O sing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, all the earth.  
2 Sing to the LORD, bless his name; tell of his salvation from day to day.  
3 Declare his glory among the nations, his marvellous works among all the peoples.  
4 For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised; he is to be revered above all gods.  
5 For all the gods of the peoples are idols, but the LORD made the heavens.  
6 Honour and majesty are before him; strength and beauty are in his sanctuary.  
7 Ascribe to the LORD, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.  
8 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; bring an offering, and come into his  
   courts.  
9 Worship the LORD in holy splendour; tremble before him, all the earth.  
10 Say among the nations, ‘The LORD is king! The world is firmly established; it shall  
   never be moved. He will judge the peoples with equity.’  
11 Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the sea roar, and all that fills it;  
12 let the field exult, and everything in it. Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy  
13 before the LORD; for he is coming, for he is coming to judge the earth. He will judge  
   the world with righteousness, and the peoples with his truth.  

 
 

Do you have a favorite hymn?  If you pulled the hymnal out of the rack in front 

of you, where would you turn first?  Perhaps to #546 Amazing Grace – “Amazing 

Grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me.”  Maybe you would turn 

to #16 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing, because you are drawn to the truth 

found in the third verse: “Prone to wander, how I feel it.  Prone to leave the God I 

love.”  Or perhaps you would turn to #543 Blessed Assurance: “This is my story, 

this is my song; praising my savior all the day long.”  

In 2016, Share Faith Magazine updated their list of the most popular hymns.  

The top ten favorites included these three hymns as well as Holy Holy Holy, Be 
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Thou My Vision, A Mighty Fortress is our God, How Great Thou Art, How Firm a 

Foundation, Great is Thy Faithfulness, and When I Survey the Wondrous Cross.  

Close behind the top ten were favorites like It is Well With My Soul, To God Be The 

Glory, Jesus Paid It All, and What a Friend We Have in Jesus.  I suspect that some 

of these popular hymns would be in your top ten list, too. 

Generally speaking, how people select their favorite hymns fall into two camps: 

those who select their favorites based on the words and those who select their 

favorites based on the music.  I have lots of hymns that would make the cut of being 

my favorite, but if I was forced to choose, my favorite hymn would be #725 God of 

the Nations, Whose Almighty Hand.  What makes this my favorite is the trumpet 

fanfare at the beginning.  And that betrays which side is my natural default.  The 

music has got to be good.  So when I look at hymns, I look first for them to be easy 

to sing, with a “catchy” melody. 

However, I used to work with someone who was wired completely the opposite 

way.  He would select hymns with profound words that matched the day’s theme 

incredibly.  And yet, we would joke that some of these hymns were completely 

unsingable. 

Music matters and I believe that the hymns we use in worship should be 

singable.  But, I have also come to appreciate the depth of the lyrics that goes with 

music...and what it does for us.  When we sing the National Anthem, its words 

instill patriotic feelings within us.  When we sing “The stars at night are big and 

bright” (Deep in the Heart of Texas), it instills in us a love for the features of our 

state.  And when we sing the Aggie War Hymn, it instills in us a proper disdain for 

burnt orange… 
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But there’s a reason why these songs aren’t in our hymnal.  It’s been said that as 

Disciples, we sing our theology.  We don’t have a book of common prayer or any 

other set liturgy.  But we have a hymnbook from which we regularly proclaim the 

truths of our faith. 

That’s why if you been around the church for any length of time, the hymns and 

songs of your faith come to mind in particular moments and seasons of your life.  It 

just isn’t Christmas Eve without the words and music of Silent Night, Easter 

without the words and music of Christ the Lord is Risen Today, or Thanksgiving 

without the words and music of Come, Ye Thankful People, Come.  When life 

throws you a curveball, perhaps your wavering faith is sustained by the words like 

“On Christ the solid rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand” (My Hope is 

Built) or “Because he lives I can face tomorrow” (Because He Lives).  And in the 

face of death, how quickly words like “And he walks with me and he talks with me, 

and he tells me I am his own” (In the Garden) come to mind. 

In addition to these things, our hymnody can also connect us to the faithful saints 

of the past.  I never knew my paternal grandfather; he died several years before I 

was born.  But I know that his favorite hymn was There Shall Be Showers of 

Blessing.  On the other hand, I shared life with my paternal grandmother for more 

than 35 years.  I knew that her favorite hymn was Jesus, Lover of my Soul.  Singing 

those hymns reminds me of the importance faith played in their lives.  And as a 

pastor, when a member tells me what hymns they want sung at their funeral, it 

serves as a window into their faith. 

Seasons, sustenance, remembrance, connection…all of these things are a 

microcosm of what worship does for us, week-after-week.  But worship isn’t 

designed to be for us.  Those things are to point us to God.  In the course of worship 
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every Sunday morning, we express our praise to God, we reaffirm our belief in 

what Jesus Christ has done for us on the cross, we remember our need for each 

other, and we find strength in a sweet hour of prayer.  But these aren’t things just to 

be done during one hour each week.  Or worse, just the one hour people by national 

average attend each month.  So, how does worship become more than just 

something we attend on Sundays?  How does a mindset of worship change the ways 

we work and play and interact with one another? 

Perhaps the answer can be found in the hymnal – in the hymnbook of the 

Hebrew people – the Psalms.  Our scripture lesson from Psalm 96 was written 

during the Babylonian captivity, at a time where is seemed that nothing was going 

right for God’s chosen people.  For the first time in hundreds of years, the Israelites 

found themselves without a king.  And this was big…because in the ancient world, 

people gave allegiance to a king who, in return gave them protection, livelihood, 

prosperity, and justice.  But now that God’s people found themselves under 

Babylonian rule, they were the subjects of a foreign king.  Who would protect the 

Hebrew people, guarantee their livelihood and survival as individuals and as a 

people, and who would administer justice?i 

It was into this anxiety that Psalm 96 was written.  Psalm 96 was to serve as a 

reminder.  In what is known as an enthronement psalm, the psalmist reminded the 

people that God is still on the throne, just as God was before and will continue to 

be.  Contrary to appearance, Israel still has a King.  Psalm 96 was the equivalent of 

what we sing in the hymns Come, Thou Almighty King, Crown Him with Many 

Crowns, and Joy to the World (…Let Earth receive her King).  Earthly kings may 

come and go, but the God we know in Jesus Christ is king. 
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Given this truth, the psalmist called the people to worship their king in three 

different ways.  The first section of Psalm 96 called on the people to sing, sing, sing 

to the Lord, to proclaim God’s salvation and to declare God’s glory.  These 

commands all began with verbal verbs – sing, proclaim, declare.  And the reason for 

doing so followed in verses 4-6: creation.  The God who created the heavens and 

the earth was worthy of honor and majesty and praise.   God’s creation was 

evidence of God’s rule.  If the beauty of mountains, the babbling of a brook, the 

artistry of a meadow filled with bluebonnets, or the cry of a newborn stirs you, we 

are to say-so – to sing and proclaim God’s glory.  And for those of you who can’t 

carry a tune in a bucket, you’re not exempt.  You’ve got to make a joyful noise. 

The second section, verses 7-10, describes a second way for the people to give 

their worship to God.  This time the psalmist uses verbs of worship or, perhaps 

better described, kinesthetic (movement) verbs.  Just as our junior high PE classes 

were designed to move us to healthy habits, so, too, the Psalms call for healthy 

habits of worship.  Ascribe to the Lord, bring an offering, come into God’s courts, 

to worship, and to tremble.  To ascribe to the Lord the glory that was due was to 

point to the cause of all that they had and all that they hoped for – the Lord.  And 

with that clear, their response should be offerings to the Lord, to come into his 

courts, to worship him with holiness, and to tremble before him.  In other words, if 

you had breath, or resources, or countless other blessings, you were to recognize 

God’s reign with all that you had. 

The third section, verses 11-13, describes what happens when all of creation 

joins in worship.  The heavens are glad, the earth rejoices, the seas roar, the fields 

exult, the trees of the forest sing for joy…  Once again the images of creation tell a 

story of praise.  And why?  Because the Lord will judge the world with 
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righteousness and the peoples with truth.  And this made all the difference for the 

Hebrew people in captivity.  Even in the midst of confusion and uncertainty, the 

rule of God was both a present and future reality.  Justice and righteousness were, 

and would be, the hallmarks of God’s reign.  But, the exiles had to realize 

something.  The liturgical celebration of God’s reign would be a celebration of 

something that was not fully evident at the time. 

The same is true for us today, but in a slightly different way.  We are on the other 

side of the cross from our Hebrews forebearers.  We know how this will play out.  

We know what Christ has done and what Christ will do.  And we know why it 

matters.  “For the darkness shall turn to dawning, and the dawning to noonday 

bright, and Christ’s great kingdom shall come on earth, the kingdom of love and 

light.” (We’ve a Story to Tell to the Nations)  

Remembering this future reality is why Psalm 96 is traditionally read two times 

each year.  The first time Psalm 96 is traditionally read is on Christmas Eve or 

Christmas Day.  On the day when we celebrate the birth of Jesus, we celebrate the 

rule of God over all creation.  Hark! the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn 

King!” (Hark! The Herald Angels Sing).  As James Luther May puts it, “In a world 

threatened by chaos, the vision evoked by Psalm 96 is indeed ‘good tidings.’”ii 

The other time each year that Psalm 96 is traditionally read is on the second 

Sunday after Pentecost.  For the first Christians, Pentecost was marked by the 

outpouring of God’s Spirit.  This Spirt empowered the early church to proclaim the 

Good News so that all people might hear, understand, and respond (Acts 2).iii  That 

continues today.  Because God’s glory is most clearly known to the church in Jesus 

Christ, we declare the glory of God with the help of the Spirit.  “Spirit of the Living 
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God, fall afresh on me.  Melt me, mold me, fill me, use me.”  (Spirit of the Living 

God) 

So how does this kind of worship get lived out today?  All sorts of things 

compete for our worship – 60-hour work weeks, wealth, stuff, football teams… 

Given this, how do we properly worship?  How do we respond to a God who is 

worthy?  If Psalm 96 is our guide, I think our worship requires all of us (all of our 

being)…and all of us (the community). 

The word “worship” means “to attribute worth” to something or someone.  The 

Psalmist in our scripture today noted that to worship God is to ascribe to God 

supreme worth, for God alone is worthy.  And one of the ways we do this is to 

gather together every week in celebration of God. 

In describing the essence of celebratory worship, Ronald B. Allen and Gordon 

Borror gave the following cautions: 

• Worship is not the casual chatter than occasionally drowns out the organ 
prelude; we celebrate God when we allow the prelude to attune our hearts 
to the glory of God by the means of music. 

• Worship is not the mumbling of prayers or the mouthing of hymns with 
little thought and less heart; we celebrate God when we join together 
earnestly in prayer and intensely in song. 

• Worship is not self-aggrandizing words or boring clichés when one is asked 
to give a testimony; we celebrate God when we boast in God’s name to the 
good of God’s people. 

• Worship is not irrelevant thoughts or fragmented elements, silly asides or 
unconnected directions in purpose; we celebrate God when all of the parts 
of the service fit together and work to a common end. 

• Worship is not grudging gifts or compulsory service; we celebrate God 
when we give to God hilariously and serve God with integrity. 

• Worship is not haphazard music done poorly, nor great music done merely 
as a performance; we celebrate God when we enjoy and participate in 
music to God’s glory. 
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• Worship is not a distracted endurance of the sermon; we celebrate God as 
we hear God’s Word gladly and seek to be conformed by it more and more 
to the image of our Savior… 

• Worship is not the hurried motions of a “tacked-on” Lord’s Table; we 
celebrate God pre-eminently when we fellowship gratefully at the 
ceremonial meal that speaks so centrally of our faith in the Christ who died 
for us, who rose again on our behalf, and who is to return for our good.iv 

 
If we can get those things right on Sunday morning, we have stepped in the right 

direction of greatly praising the Lord.  But, ascribing to the Lord what is due to him 

is not something done well one hour each week.  Instead, it’s how we approach that 

hour and every hour of our week. 

When the Psalmist tells us to sing to the Lord, it means we are to go beyond 

simple speech in giving praise to God.  It’s more than thanking God during the 

post-game interview for your athletic success.  It’s fervently and humbly trusting 

that God “has got you” and declaring that in prayer and with every fiber of your 

being. 

When the Psalmist tells us to ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name, it means 

we are to give all that we have in service to him.  It’s more than just making a small 

donation or volunteering once a year.  It’s fervently and generously offering again-

and-again our gifts and resources and time in honor of the one who gave first to us. 

When the Psalmist tells us to rejoice for the Lord is coming to judge the world 

with righteousness and truth, it means that we live differently now.  It’s more than 

just being nice to others.  The world to come should shapes our actions in the 

present.  This kind of rejoicing is fervently and diligently creating a community that 

not only believes in God’s reign with the head, but also responds to God’s kingdom 

with the heart, working to bring about justice and well-being, just as God is also 

working.v 
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This is why the church together is a fervor.  We intensely, passionately, warmly, 

and enthusiastically call each other to worship God hour-after-hour, day-after-day.  

We live as hopeful people, touched by grace and convicted that the God who rules 

the world empowers us even now to sing a new song.  But to be the church together 

in worship, it requires all of us (all of our being).  Some of you may only want to 

put a hand in, or maybe your head.  But we know where the Hokey Pokey ends: 

we’ve got to put our whole selves in.  And it also requires all of us (the 

community). 

In a few moments, we are going to sing our theology.  On this World 

Communion Sunday, as we gather at the table, we will remind ourselves that “all 

who hunger” in the global community are a “welcome guest” at the Lord’s Table.  

We will remember that whether we find ourselves “wandering or lonely”, “lost or 

scattered”, here “we will be fed.”  As a community, we will partake of a loaf and 

cup, “tasting and seeing the grace eternal, tasting and seeing that God is good.”  

And then, we will depart from this table “living our days in gratitude” (All Who 

Hunger, Gather Gladly).  That’s what fervent worship looks like.  It takes all of us 

(our being).  It takes all of us (the community). 
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