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2In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising,* and have come to pay him homage.’ 3When 
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling 
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah* was to be born. 5They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 
written by the prophet: 6 “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means 
least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd* my 
people Israel.” ’  
7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search 
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also 
go and pay him homage.’ 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising,* until it stopped over the 
place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 
mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another 
road. 
13Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 
‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell 
you; for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.’ 14Then Joseph got up, 
took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, 15and remained there until 
the death of Herod. This was to fulfil what had been spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet, ‘Out of Egypt I have called my son.’ 
16When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, and he 
sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or 
under, according to the time that he had learned from the wise men. 17Then was fulfilled 
what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: 18 ‘A voice was heard in Ramah, 
wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she refused to be 
consoled, because they are no more.’ 
19When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt and said, 20‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for 
those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.’ 21Then Joseph* got up, took the child 
and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was 
ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. And after being 
warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee. 23There he made his home in 
a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be 
fulfilled, ‘He will be called a Nazorean.’  
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Well, friends, we have made it through another Christmas. The hustle and bustle 

of gifts, Christmas parties, family get-togethers and all that surrounds this joyous 

season has come to pass. Soon it will be time to pack away the Christmas 

decorations (my goal is to have the tree put away before Easter, I’m a bit of a 

procrastinator on things like that) It will be back to the routine of work and 

school and soon a new year. I hope that Christmas was wonderful for each and 

every one of you as my first Christmas here at First Christian Church of Wichita 

Falls truly was for me. This post-Christmas season seems to be a bit of a time to 

catch our breath and prepare for what is ahead of us. When I read this story, our 

text for the day, I feel that this must have been what the Holy family of Mary, 

Joseph, and the new born Jesus were doing as well. If you’ve been tagging along 

for the last few Sundays during our advent Journey looking at the messages of 

God’s angels you would notice that Jesus’ family had been through a lot. The 

miraculous conception and birth of John the Baptist Jesus’ cousin, Mary being 

told that she would be the mother of God’s own Son, the accompanying drama of 

Joseph contemplating divorcing Mary and being told by the angel that he was 

going to raise God’s miraculous child. This of course, culminates in the cross 

country journey of a VERY pregnant Mary to Bethlehem only to find no room in 

which to stay. Therefore she has to deliver the baby Jesus in a barn surrounded 

by animals and unpleasant smells and a neo natal team of rag tag shepherds 

summoned by the same angel. They have had a roller coaster ride for sure, and 

we think Christmas is hectic for us. But here we find them, moving along with 

life. The text tells us that by the time the wise men get there they are in a house, 

no longer in the stable. (No don’t rearrange your Nativity scenes) and I am sure 

that Mary and Joseph were starting to get their feet under them and catch their 
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breath after that first miraculous, wonderful, and very dramatic Christmas. They 

were probably also trying to get Jesus to sleep through the night and Joseph was 

probably learning how to change a diaper. 

 Our text today begins with the visit of the magi or wise men from the east 

(as expertly portrayed by Tyler, JJ, and Luke) bringing these expensive gifts of 

gold, frankincense, and myrrh, gifts truly fit for a king. This is one of my favorite 

parts of the birth narrative as it is an incredible display of faith. These men 

probably traveled something like 900 miles at nothing more than the behest of a 

star all to be some of the first people to worship the Christ Child. This must have 

been a very exciting day for Mary and Joseph, as humble normal folks to receive 

these costly gifts and adoration of their child by these men from afar. However, 

when the wise men stop in Jerusalem we meet another much more sinister 

character in this sacred story, King Herod. Herod is the king of Israel at the time 

but in essence he is simply a puppet ruling on behalf of the Roman Emperor. 

While it seems plain to me that Herod could not possibly have understood the 

significance of Christ’s birth, he did know one thing. When Jesus shows up, no 

matter who you are, you are no longer in charge. Herod’s response to the news of 

the birth of the Messiah stands as a polar opposite to that of the wise men. Where 

they respond with faith, worship, and the giving of their very best, Herod 

responds with fear, anger, and violence. It is as if Herod embodies the very 

antithesis of the Advent themes of Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love that the birth of 

Christ is to bring to the world. Here the Messenger of God brings Joseph a very 

different message to the ones of hope, Joy, Peace, and Love. The angel brings a 

message of danger and a warning to flee. 
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 I must admit that I struggled at first to find the “good news” in this passage. 

I struggled to see how the message of the angel to flee the violent wrath of a 

cruel king could possibly align with the previous messages to not be afraid. This 

message is certainly far from any good tidings of great joy as the Messenger told 

the shepherds. The Messiah, God with us, has just come into the world 

surrounded by wondrous and miraculous events. Yet before the Christ child is 

even to the “Terrible Twos” phase of infancy the highest authority in the land has 

put out a hit on Him and he is acting with the full backing of Rome. It is as if the 

whole world is conspiring to extinguish the light of Christ as soon as He has 

arrived. It is as if all the previous messages of the Angel have been in vain. Yet 

in praying and living with this story, I see that this message from the Angel 

contains a powerful message and calling for us as followers of Christ. 

 You see, the message that the Angel brought to Joseph is a message of life 

in the face of overwhelming death and darkness. The message this Angel brings 

is that the light of Christ will be victorious even though the situation seems 

hopeless. The Angel is bringing the message that though it seems there is no way 

for God’s plan to prevail God is going to make a way. The angel is saying that in 

God’s eternal story of love and grace for humanity that no amount of human 

doubt, or hatred, or violence, is going to have the final word.  Even though the 

King himself may try with all his might to snuff out the hope, peace, joy, and 

love, that Christ brings, God’s plan will prevail. God’s saving grace brought by 

Jesus is so powerful that Herod could not overcome it, so powerful that nailing 

Him to a Cross could not overcome it, and so powerful that nothing we could 

ever face in this life, nothing that happens in this world will ever overcome it. 

That is a message that should fill us with hope. Though far removed from the 
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time and place of King Herod, we too live in the midst of a world that tries to 

extinguish the hope, peace, joy, and love, which Christ brings to our hearts. All 

one has to do is turn on the news for five minutes, log into social media, or spend 

some time listening to the pressures that our young people are dealing with today 

to see that the world is in severe need of the light of Jesus Christ. And when we 

try to go it on our own it is easy for our peace, or our joy, or our hope, to be 

sucked away. However that is when we must heed the message of the angel 

telling us that God is making a way, and that the light of Jesus cannot be 

overcome by the world. 

In thinking of people I know who embody this message. I was recently 

reminded about a friend and class mate whom attended seminary with me named 

Gihan. 

Gihan is a native of Egypt and a member of the Coptic Church, one of the 

oldest expressions of the Christian faith on the planet. If you have been watching 

the news in the past few months you may have heard of several past attacks on 

Coptic churches in the past few months. Without a doubt they are a community 

of Christians who know what it means to face hardship and persecution. The 

reason that Gihan and her community have been on my mind while writing this 

sermon, is because last Friday, in the middle of an advent worship service there 

was another attack. Tragically eight people lost their lives during the attack. After 

hearing of the attack my fiancé and I reached out to Gihan and I was stunned by 

what I heard. While everyone there was of course heartbroken and scared, Gihan 

quickly steered the conversation to focusing on how that community intended to 

continue to be the church, to worship God, and to live out their faith in the midst 

of their dangerous surroundings. I feel that those believers in that church, are an 
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absolute example of what it means to live out the angel’s message of life, in the 

midst of fear and danger. 

While this is an example of a very big and terrifying modern day King 

Herod, I feel that everyone in here can identify with having something in your 

life that threatens the hope, peace, joy, and love, in your heart. Whether it is the 

loss of a loved one, a past you wish you could change, A difficult diagnosis, or 

anxiety over an uncertain future, all of us have Herod’s which we must face. At it 

is here that we are called to live into the Angels message that Christ within us is 

bigger than any of those things we face and that He will prevail in our lives. 

 However, sisters and brothers it doesn’t stop there. The Angels message is 

not only a source of comfort or hope for us, it is also a calling. We are called to 

learn how to in turn be God’s messengers to a world in desperate need of the 

light of Christ. As we go forward from this advent season we must constantly 

seek ways to give people a reason of to have hope. We must seek to live out the 

Advent message of peace amid the conflict and chaos in the world around us. We 

are to be a living example of how to have joy in the midst of trouble, and we 

must live a life that extends the love of Christ to those we meet even when it can 

be so hard. When we learn to be God’s Messengers in our own lives, God will 

use us as individuals, and as a church to extend the Christ’s message of life to a 

world in need. 


