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ANGELS AMONG US:  MORE PEACE 
Luke 1:26-56 Rev. Renee Hoke 
December 10, 2017 First Christian Church Wichita Falls, Texas 
 
     In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 
And he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much 
perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do 
not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb 
and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most 
High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house 
of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, 
since I am a virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of 
God. And now, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth 
month for her who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then Mary said, 
“Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel departed 
from her. 

     In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she 
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child 
leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, 
“Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to 
me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the 
child in my womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of 
what was spoken to her by the Lord.” 

     And Mary said, 
“My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 
for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. 
    Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 
for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 
His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 
He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 
He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 
he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 
He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 
according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 
 
     When it comes to human reactions to angel encounters, could there be two 

people more different than Mary and Zechariah? You will recall last week that 
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Zechariah “lost it” when the angel appeared next to him as he was completing his 

priestly duties in the sanctuary of the Lord. Zechariah doubted, he questioned, and 

as a result he was silenced for the time that Elizabeth was carrying the baby.   

     When Zechariah challenges the angel we’re taken by surprise.  It isn’t the 

behavior we expect from a priest. But Mary’s response is nothing short of 

remarkable.  “Here I am, a servant of the Lord,” she says.  “Let it be with me 

according to your word.”  Mary’s life will be turned upside-down as the angel’s 

prophecy is realized, yet she surrenders with a willing heart and a trusting spirit.   

     And what about Elizabeth?  In her encounter with her cousin Elizabeth becomes 

the very first evangelist--the first to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ.   

     Today on our journey to Bethlehem we light the candle of Peace and consider 

how God calls us to be messengers of peace in a world that is troubled and restless. 

Let’s take our cue from Mary and Elizabeth.  Let’s surrender to God’s plan. Let’s 

align ourselves with God’s activity in the world and discover the peace that comes 

through obedience. 

     How would it be in this season of Advent if we began each day with the same 

words that Mary used?  “Here am I, the servant of the Lord.  Today, Lord, let it be 

with me according to your word.” 

     I was blessed to be part of a rehearsal Wednesday evening by our talented choir 

and orchestra and I can assure you that you’re in for a treat this morning as you 

experience this year’s cantata.  Throughout the program, you will hear the words of 

other messengers of God—the words of Old Testament prophets and the gospel 

writers.  Listen for their faithful witness. Hear the confidence and peace that comes 

from surrendering to God’s plan for the world and for our lives.  Let the inspiration 

of this worship experience prepare you to leave this place as a messenger of peace. 


