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   When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from 
heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where 
they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on 
each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
   Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this 
sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the 
native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? 
Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors 
from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them 
speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, 
“What does this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 
   But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and 
all who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are 
not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was 
spoken through the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will pour out 
my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men 
shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and 
women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will show 
portents in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The 
sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great 
and glorious day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ 
 

Note: The first half of the sermon was delivered by Dave Hartman 
 

The Church was born almost 2000 years ago in Jerusalem, during a Jewish 

festival known as Pentecost. Pentecost was held 50 days after Passover. It was a 

holy day that celebrated both the first fruits of the harvest and the giving of the Ten 

Commandments to Moses and the people of Israel upon Mt. Sinai approximately 

1300 years before the birth of Christ. Because Pentecost was such a festive holiday, 

Jerusalem was jam-packed with Jews from all over the world, each speaking his or 

her own native tongue. In fact, there were more Jews living in the large cities of the 
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Roman and Parthian Empires than there were in Judea. They were called “Diaspora 

Jews,” the Jews of the Dispersion. If you look at the places Paul went in his 

missionary journeys, they were all cities that had enough Jews in residence to 

establish a synagogue. It was in or near the synagogues where Paul did most of his 

evangelism, primarily among Gentiles. Even though a Gentile is anyone who is not 

Jewish, a fair number of them nonetheless attended synagogue. Those Gentiles who 

did were known as noachides or “God fearers.” They were basically spiritual 

seekers who were drawn to the synagogue because of the high quality of the ethical 

teachings, because the concept of one all-good, all-powerful God made sense to 

them amidst the vast morass of cults, mystery religions and deities of bad character 

that were so prevalent throughout the Empire. Those God-fearing Gentiles also 

went because they were impressed by the family values and the personal morality of 

the Jews they knew in teeming cities like Rome, Athens, Ephesus, Corinth and 

Philippi. Remember, Jews were forbidden by their God to murder, steal, bear false 

witness, commit adultery, covet that which belonged to another, dishonor parents or 

exploit their workers or farm animals by refusing to let them rest one day a week. 

The only ones on that list that the Roman Empire outlawed were murder, theft and 

perjury. The ethical monotheism of Judaism made it, far and away, the most 

morally principled religion in the pre-Christian world. If you were a thoughtful, 

scholarly, principled person in Rome, where the most fashionable religion for the 

young and the rich at that time was Mithraism (which required its initiates to bathe 

in the hot blood of a bull) you would be drawn to the religion of the Jews. But if 

you actually went to Jerusalem, you might not find it so appealing. The Temple was 

a vast slaughterhouse of animal sacrifices, where everybody, especially Roman 

soldiers, seemed edgy. Nonetheless, it was still Jerusalem, the holy city of the Jews. 
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Even now, at the end of every Passover Seder and Yom Kippur, those who are not 

actually there will declare “Next year, in Jerusalem!” 

And so, on that particular Pentecost in Jerusalem, many Jews and Gentile God 

fearers (the New Revised Standard Version translation calls them “proselytes”) 

were present. They were not from one clan, or one nation, nor did they speak one 

common language. The scripture gives a list of some of them. It’s very tempting 

when we read the Bible to skip over the interminable chronologies and place names 

that appear in Genesis, the Book of Numbers and in today’s scripture. But if we 

take the time to find out who and where those people and places were, it can be 

illuminating, because everything in the Bible signifies. For example, the first group 

of foreigners named in today’s scripture are the Parthians. The Parthians were from 

the Parthian Empire, which encompassed most of present day Iraq and Iran. The 

Parthian Empire was the Roman Empire’s most dangerous adversary in the East. 

The two empires had waged incessant war against one another. One of the greatest 

military defeats in Roman history came at the hands of the Parthians in the Battle of 

Carhae half a century before the birth of Christ. The Parthian Empire’s primary 

religion was Zoroastrianism, which said there were two gods, one good and one 

evil, and it was up in the air as to which one would ultimately prevail—it all 

depended on how good, or how evil, the people themselves were. The wise men—

the magi—who came bearing gold, frankincense and myrrh to the infant Jesus were 

probably Zoroastrian priests from the Parthian Empire. Not all Parthians were 

Zoroastrians. Some of them were Jewish. But regardless of whether they were 

Zoroastrians or Jews, it made the occupying Romans nervous when hordes of 

people from the Parthian Empire showed up in their midst—as nervous as modern-

day Saudis are every year when thousands of Iranians make the haj (religious 

pilgrimage) to Mecca. 
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There were also Medes in Jerusalem that day, from what is now northwestern 

Iran. Once, the Medes had been a mighty empire. Now, they were not. Some 

scholars think the Medes were the ancestors of the Kurds. Some Medes were 

Jewish. There were also Elamites there, from what is now southwestern Iran. It’s 

hard to reconstruct their history, though they’ve left a fair number of artifacts. The 

Elamites apparently believed in many gods, but the supreme god was female. Her 

name was Kiririsha, which means “The Great Goddess,” but she was also called 

“The Lady of Liyan.” The Jewish Elamites didn't worship Kiririsha, of course, and 

some were in Jerusalem that day. 

There were also Jews from Mesopotamia, the great Fertile Crescent region 

between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers in what is now Iraq, where western 

civilization began, where once a merchant named Abram heard a mysterious voice 

say Lekh-kekha “Go forth,” and in going forth, this man who would later be known 

as Abraham would become the biological and/or spiritual forebear of Jews, 

Christians, and Muslims. 

There were also Jews from Judea, the rump of ancient Judah, now occupied and 

governed by Rome, and the territory in which Jerusalem and its Temple were sited. 

There were also Jews from Cappadocia, in central Turkey, a land that haunts its 

visitors, the landscape filled with strange rock formations, including some known as 

“Fairy Chimneys.” There were Jews from Pontus, which is now the southern coast 

of the Black Sea, and from Phyrigia, in what is now west central Turkey. Once the 

Phyrgians had been a strong, and very wealthy little kingdom, but then its army was 

defeated in battle, and its last king took his own life. His name was Midas, and it 

may have been this Midas about whom a myth was told of his touch turning objects 

into gold. There were Jews from the Greek island of Crete and Jews from the sands 
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of Arabia, Jews from Egypt, and Jews from Libya. And, of course, there were 

Gentile God-fearers from all those realms there as well. 

The Holy Spirit had waited until Christ had done his work and ascended into 

heaven. Then, as soon as the world had returned to Jerusalem, the Holy Spirit fell 

upon the disciples and the church was born. Why is it important that all these places 

be listed in the scripture that tells us how that came to pass? 

Because the Gospel of Jesus Christ knows no boundaries. Because Christ 

commissioned his disciples to go to all the nations. Because no one place, no one 

people, can claim sole possession of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.   

One Spirit, all people, in Jesus’ Name. 
 

Note:  the sermon was concluded by Renee Hoke 
 

One Spirit, All People                              part 2 
 

One way to understand just what God was up to that day in Jerusalem is to 

return to the book of beginnings, the book of Genesis. Take your pew bible and turn 

with me to page 9 in the Old Testament section. The story of the Tower of Babel 

and the story of Pentecost are considered by theologians to be scriptural bookends 

in the story of human community. Let’s refresh our memory  

Genesis 11:1-9:  The Tower of Babel 

11 Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2 And as they 
migrated from the east, they came upon a plain in the land of Shinar and settled 
there. 3 And they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks, and burn them 
thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar. 4 Then they 
said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower with its top in the heavens, 
and let us make a name for ourselves; otherwise we shall be scattered abroad upon 
the face of the whole earth.” 5 The Lord came down to see the city and the tower, 
which mortals had built. 6 And the Lord said, “Look, they are one people, and they 
have all one language; and this is only the beginning of what they will do; nothing 
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that they propose to do will now be impossible for them. 7 Come, let us go down, 
and confuse their language there, so that they will not understand one another’s 
speech.” 8 So the Lord scattered them abroad from there over the face of all the 
earth, and they left off building the city. 9 Therefore it was called Babel, because 
there the Lord confused the language of all the earth; and from there the Lord 
scattered them abroad over the face of all the earth. 
 

What God separates at Babel is mended at Pentecost. In Genesis 11 God uses 

language to scatter people who have stopped listening to God; in Acts 2 God uses 

language to gather people together in order to declare the good news of Jesus 

Christ. The first story is about confusion; the second is about comprehension. 

Today we celebrate all the gifts that the Holy Spirit pours out upon the church 

but one of the most singular and significant gifts is unity. One of my church friends 

talks about rare privilege we have as followers of Jesus to speak into another 

person’s life. When that happens, when somehow despite all the odds we make a 

deep spiritual connection that allows us to walk alongside someone else, that is the 

work of the Holy Spirit. 

Listen to these words about how the Holy Spirit works from a book about 

Spiritual Friendship: 

God has mysteriously endowed each of his followers with the presence of his Spirit 
so that when we live openly and honestly with at least a few others, we also 
necessarily open ourselves directly to the power and love of God.  A spiritual friend 
is someone who knows my history, knows my weaknesses, celebrates my strengths 
and (this is very important) a person who knows God intimately. 
 

That’s a quote from Mindy Caliguire. She believes most of us have 

overlooked this powerful, life-changing Holy Spirit gift of connection. Mindy is 

something of a Christian life coach and she has found that practicing the classic 

spiritual disciplines like prayer and humility and confession and solitude are all well 
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and good when life is moving forward in a semi-normal way. But what about those 

times when the wagon is in the ditch. Her words again: 

What about when you’ve been doing everything “right” and the bottom falls out?  
When a child dies in a freak accident?  When a spouse says, “I’m leaving”? When 
the ropes of addiction still bind you even when you know all the right theology?  
These are the times when spiritual friendship can still connect us to God. 
 

The Holy Spirit poured out on the church offers those rare and transforming 

connections with spiritual friends. Just as important, just as miraculous is the work 

of the Holy Spirit to unite Christians in all times and all places.  

Most of you know that I was raised in a church-going evangelical family. 

From my earliest memories we were in church Sunday morning, Sunday evening 

and Wednesdays, too. But I never heard sermons about Christian unity. I suppose 

Christian unity would have been when all the people at other churches finally came 

to their senses and got saved at one of our revivals. I was an adult before I found a 

church that preached “that the Church upon earth is essentially, intentionally and 

constitutionally one.” Some may recognize those words from Thomas Campbell’s 

Declaration and Address in 1809. Christian unity is how it started for the 

movement that became the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ.) The church that 

began at Pentecost began to divide almost immediately based on human 

disagreement on scripture, church doctrine, forms of worship—you name it. When 

European Christianity migrated to America the divisions increased exponentially. 

Thomas and Alexander Campbell preached that all those divisions were a 

human invention and never God’s plan. They taught that confessing Jesus Christ as 

Lord and Savior should unite all Christians, and that the table of the Lord is a 

symbol that we are one. But it was Barton Stone who insisted that the unity of the 

church depended on the Holy Spirit at work in every believer. We can’t get there by 
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expecting to trying to agree with each other. Dave and I can’t agree on the best 

translation for the 23rd Psalm. Thank God for the Holy Spirit which is the glue that 

holds the church together. It is never about it us. It is about the Holy Spirit at work 

in our lives and in the church. 

I am reminded of the uniting power of the Holy Spirit every Wednesday 

morning when our elders gather around a prayer list that reaches far beyond the 

boundaries of this congregation. There are all kinds of men and women in that 

room—every one of them an original. They represent all kinds of backgrounds and 

experiences and opinions but they rely on the Holy Spirit for the ministry they share 

as elders and I see how they are one in the Spirit on Wednesday mornings and on 

Sunday mornings when they lead us at the table and on Sunday afternoons when 

they take the bread and the cup out to those who can’t make it to church on 

Sundays. 

Last Sunday Dave preached on Jesus’ prayer in John 17. It was a prayer for 

his followers that anticipated the arrival of the Holy Spirit.  You remember the 

words he prayed:  

“Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may 
be one, as we are one…I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those 
who will believe in me through their word, that they may all be one.” 
 

On this Pentecost Sunday, may God bless us, renew us, and unite us through 

the power of the Holy Spirit. 
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