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In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and 
darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 
Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; 
and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he 
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.  
 And God said, ‘Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters 
from the waters.’ So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome 
from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there 
was evening and there was morning, the second day.  
 And God said, ‘Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry 
land appear.’ And it was so. God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered 
together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. Then God said, ‘Let the earth put forth 
vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the 
seed in it.’ And it was so. The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, 
and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the third day.  
 And God said, ‘Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night; 
and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them be lights in the 
dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.’ And it was so. God made the two great lights—
the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. God set them 
in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and over the night, and 
to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening 
and there was morning, the fourth day.  
 And God said, ‘Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above 
the earth across the dome of the sky.’ So God created the great sea monsters and every living 
creature that moves, of every kind, with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of 
every kind. And God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, ‘Be fruitful and multiply 
and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.’ And there was evening and 
there was morning, the fifth day.  
 And God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping 
things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.’ And it was so. God made the wild animals 
of the earth of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the 
ground of every kind. And God saw that it was good.  
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 Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and 
over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’ 
So God created humankind in his image, 
   in the image of God he created them; 
   male and female he created them.  
God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth and subdue 
it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the air and over every living 
thing that moves upon the earth.’ God said, ‘See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that 
is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall have them for 
food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the air, and to everything that creeps 
on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.’ And 
it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the sixth day.  
 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh day 
God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that 
he had done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all 
the work that he had done in creation.  
 
 If you’re a fan of the TV show, “Big Bang Theory,” you’ll recognize this 

song: 

Our whole universe was in a hot, dense state 
Then nearly fourteen billion years ago expansion started, wait! 
The earth began to cool, the autotrophs began to drool 
Neanderthals developed tools 
We built a wall (we built the pyramids) 
Math, science, history, unraveling the mysteries 
That all started with the big bang! Hey! 
 

 The science in the song is pretty good. This is just the first stanza, the one 

they play on TV. I’ll tell you about the last stanza later on. 

 Have you ever wondered why there is so much stuff in the universe? 

Logically, it would make more sense if there was nothing; but then, of course, 

there would be no one to comprehend that there was nothing. Instead, we have 

a universe of near-infinite complexity, filled with things as large as galaxies 
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and as small as quarks. A quark is something that is infinitely small (maybe 

quite literally), and has never actually been observed, but the best estimation is 

that the radius of a quark is “smaller than 43 billion-billionths of a centimeter 

(0.43 x 10−16 cm).”1 By contrast, a galaxy is very, very big. It consists of 

stars, remnants of stars, clouds of gas and dust, and some mysterious thing 

called “dark matter.” Our own galaxy, romantically called “The Milky Way,” 

contains 200 to 400 billion stars. The star we know best, of course, is our own 

sun, source of light and life, encircled by things like planets, moons, comets 

and asteroids. Altogether they make up our solar system. Maybe all stars have 

solar systems. 

 The Milky Way is shaped somewhat like a discus with the rim flayed out. 

You may remember from high school science that the speed of light is 186,000 

miles a second. That means that light travels 5,865,696,000,000 [five 

quadrillion, eight hundred sixty five trillion, six hundred ninety six billion] 

miles in a year. Einstein said that nothing can be faster than the speed of light, 

and despite periodic efforts, that assertion has never been debunked. The 

Milky Way is approximately 100,000 light years in diameter and 1,000 light 

years in thickness. It is a really, really big place. There may be as many as 100 

billion galaxies in the observable universe. But as vast and numerous as 

galaxies are, they are dwarfed by intergalactic space—the space between 

them—areas so empty that they may contain, on average, no more than one 

                                                 
1 https://www.theguardian.com/science/life-and-physics/2016/apr/07/how-big-is-a-quark 

https://www.theguardian.com/science/life-and-physics/2016/apr/07/how-big-is-a-quark
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atom per cubic liter. This is as close to nothingness as it is possible to imagine. 

That is most of the universe—nothingness. 

Some astrophysicists think that up to 90% of the mass of galaxies 

consists of a mysterious substance called “dark matter.” Dark matter is 

hypothetical; because it emits no light, no radiation, scientists only surmise its 

existence because of its effect on surrounding stars and galaxies. Dark matter 

may be what black holes create. A black hole is an unimaginably dense mass 

where the gravitational pull is so great that not even light can escape. There is 

growing suspicion that at the heart of every spiral galaxy there is a black hole, 

which could explain why they look the way they do, like white water swirling 

down into a whirlpool. 

There is a growing scientific consensus that some 13.8 billion years ago 

all that existed was one super intense black hole surrounded by infinite 

nothingness. So what happened? That super intense black hole exploded. In 

1927, eighty years before it became the title of a very funny TV show, the “Big 

Bang” theory was proposed by a French astronomer and Catholic priest named 

George LeMaitre. In the instant it exploded, the universe was born. What was 

the first thing that explosion produced? Light. Remember our scripture? 

In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 
And the earth was without form, and void;  
and darkness was upon the face of the deep.  
And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters. 
And God said, “Let there be light” and there was light.  
And God saw that the light was good. 
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 This is a Hubble photo of what has been dubbed “Mystic Mountain.” It’s 

in the Carina Nebula. Mystic Mountain is a pillar of gas dust three light years 

tall. New stars are being formed within it as the gas coalesces. The more stars 

that are created, the brighter the light becomes and the gas dust is eaten away. 

Since Mystic Mountain is 7500 light years away, we’re seeing it as it was 5500 

years before the birth of Christ. I love this photo. I love it because it’s a picture 

of new stars being born, of God’s ongoing Creation. I love it because it 

confirms that in a universe filled with darkness, the light is winning. And I 

love it because I think this photo is very beautiful. How is it possible that I 

could think that something so alien, so big, so far away, is beautiful? What 

would cause me, a mere human being living on an obscure planet 7500 light 

years away, to think that? Maybe because, as the scripture says, humankind is 
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made in the image of God. The scripture tells us that God saw that his Creation 

was “good.” Aristotle and Christian theologians like Thomas Aquinas have 

said that the three great transcendents are goodness, truth and beauty. Maybe, 

when we perceive something like Mystic Mountain to be beautiful we are, in 

some mystical way, beholding it through the eyes of God. That is why we can 

be transfixed looking at the night sky; that is why we can gaze in awe at a 

sunset, or a range of mountains, or a deep blue sea. It is because, in our small, 

finite way, we are seeing those things through the eyes of the Creator who 

made us in his image. But it is not just stars and galaxies. How do we come to 

love horses or dogs? Why do we behold, with rapt wonder, the sight of an 

eagle or a whale? How can we find joy in tending a garden for more than the 

food it produces, if we do not see it as part of God’s Creation and thus 

inherently good? How can we love children as precious beings, and not as 

potential economic contributors to that costly corporation we call “family,” if 

we do not somehow see those children through the eyes of God? 

 In everything from the Big Bang to the decoding of DNA—what Dr. 

Francis Collins, the head of the Human Genome Project, called “the language 

of God”—a believer can discern the Creator’s handiwork. We are not the result 

of an accidental, unintended confluence of circumstances—we were created. 

Even Charles Darwin, in his Origin of Species, used the term “Creator,” or 

“Creation,” or “created,” over 100 times, and the word “evolved” only appears 

once, a final word in the final sentence. Incidentally, the full title of Darwin’s 

profoundly influential work is On the Origin of Species By Means of Natural 

Selection or The Preservation of Favored Races in the Struggle for Life. 
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Modern secular progressives don’t like it when you point out Darwin’s full 

title includes the term Preservation of Favored Races. It makes it seem as if 

their hero Darwin was providing scientific justification for racism. I don’t 

think Darwin intended it that way, but that is what his book did. It provided 

scientific ammunition—“the survival of the fittest” as the primary operating 

principle of life—for those who sought to justify racism, bigotry, eugenics or 

the extermination of whole categories of human beings. Adolf Hitler was the 

quintessential Social Darwinist—“Aryans” were the master race, and Jews 

were scum. Joseph Stalin would have been perfectly content if every Ukrainian 

peasant starved to death, and because of his atheistically justified cruelty, 

many of them did. Against Social Darwinism, with its “Preservation of 

Favored Races in the Struggle for Life,” stands the Biblical truth that all 

people are made in the image of God, and thus have a fundamental, inalienable 

dignity. That Biblical principal was later enshrined in the Declaration of 

Independence, the great American creed, which declared it a “self-evident” 

truth that “all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator 

with certain unalienable rights that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit 

of happiness.” It has taken centuries for America to come to terms with its own 

creed and to grow into the understanding that the term “all men” does not 

exclusively mean “white men,” but all of humankind, because all of 

humankind is made in the image of God. God have mercy on us if we ever 

forsake that first, essential principle of our country. 
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 The brilliant Israeli historian Yuval Noah Hariri, in his best-selling book 

Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind (an exceptional book which I am 

engrossed in even as I argue with it) wrote: 

The idea of equality is inextricably intertwined with the idea of creation. 
The Americans got the idea of equality from Christianity, which argues 
that every person has a divinely created soul and that all souls are equal 
before God. However, if we do not believe in the Christian myth about 
God, creation and souls, what does it mean that all people are ‘equal’? 
Evolution is based on difference, not on equality…Just as people were 
never created, neither, according to the science of biology, is there a 
‘Creator’ who ‘endows’ them with anything. There is only a blind 
evolutionary process, devoid of any purpose…. 

 
 He’s absolutely right. If you believe that you and your neighbors are 

made in the image of God, then you will believe that every human life has a 

fundamental, inescapable, inalienable dignity. If you believe instead that all 

people are products of a blind evolutionary process, then you can decide that 

some of your neighbors are trash and their lives not worth the living. The 

great divide between Christians and secularists is not over science. The 

great divide is over the consequences of a particular belief. To believe in a 

Creator who made humanity in his image is also to believe in the inherent 

dignity of humankind. 

 My brothers and sisters, the universe is indifferent to us. The universe 

does not care if we live or die, whether we are free or enslaved, whether we 

suffer or rejoice. The stars do not care; the galaxies do not care; the universe 

does not care. Left alone, the universe would likely revert to what it once 

was, an immense black hole surrounded by infinite nothingness. But God, 
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the Creator of the universe, does care. God the Creator makes light by 

tearing black holes asunder; God the Creator fills the emptiness with good 

things; God the Creator is not yet finished with Creation, because God is 

still making us, along with the galaxies and the quarks, the roses and the 

whales, the seas and the stars. And God is still declaring that it is good. For 

all of our faults and flaws, our shortcomings and sins, we too, can see that it 

is so, because we believe that we are made in the image of God, our Creator. 

Amen. 

P.S.  This is the last stanza of the theme from the Big Bang Theory: 

 Religion or astronomy (Descartes or Deuteronomy) 
 It all started with the big bang! 
 
 Yea, verily.       

          Amen. 
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