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KEEPING CHILDREN SAFE AT FCC 
 After months of planning and 
installation, it is time to deploy our new 
security system. Our goal is to increase 
security during the week when Children 
Come First and Young Ages School are in 
operation. Between the hours of 7:30 am and 
6 pm Monday-Friday more than 120 children 
attend school in our building. 
 This week the new security system will 
be activated. For the most part, it will have 
no impact on weekend and evening activities 
as well as daytime group activities during the 
week. Here’s what you need to know if you 
visit the church during daytime hours 
Monday through Friday and you are not part 
of a scheduled activity. 
1. Park in the small parking lot behind the 

sanctuary. 
2. Enter the building using the breezeway 

door. 
3. On the keypad to the right of the interior 

door, press the button indicated by the 
orange arrow. When you do that, your 
picture will appear on a monitor inside 
the office. We will press a buzzer to 
unlock the door. 

 We appreciate your patience and 
understanding as we seek to protect all the 
precious children who learn and grow day by 
day at First Christian Church. Our wonderful 
new security system has been funded by 
Children Come First, Young Ages School, 
and through a generous donation in memory 
of “Red” and Nora Carlton. As always, please 
call or stop by the church office if you have 
questions, 

Troop 15 Scoutmaster Darrell Kirkland with new Eagle Scouts (left to right) Tyler 
Webb, Michael Smith, Brennan Vandehey, Travis Christoff and Preston Pond. Not 
pictured Grayson Germany and Alex Wolf. 

 Troop 15 is once again in the 
spotlight. At the House of Eagles 
Eagle Banquet on January 9, the 
troop sponsored by First Christian 
Church received the coveted Fowler 
Award for producing the most Eagle 
Scouts. Of 23 new Eagle Scouts in 
Wichita Falls, 7 were members of 

Troop 15. Troop 15 has earned the 
Fowler award three out of the past 
four years. Credit must be given to 
Darrell Kirkland for his outstanding 
leadership. We congratulate all the 
new Eagle Scouts for their 
achievement. 

BOY SCOUT TROOP 15 LEADS THE WAY IN 
NEW EAGLE SCOUTS 

SERVICE OF ORDINATION 
 New elders Alice Gordon, Sally Hastings, Cal Edgemon, Robert Hernandez, 
Debbi Schmidt and Dwight Ross III were ordained in worship on January 8. “We 
commend unto you these whom we now ordain to the office of Elder. Set apart, O 
Lord, these your servants, to the ministry to which they have been called by the people 
of our Church.” 



Across Dave’s Desk. . . 
by Senior Minister Dr. David B. Hartman, Jr. 

TO BRING A BROTHER HOME 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Major Troy Gilbert, USAF 
 
 The week before Christmas, I had the sacred honor of 
sharing in a service at Arlington National Cemetery for 
Major Troy Gilbert, a fallen American hero whose mother 
and father, Ronnie and Kaye, live in Wichita Falls and are 
beloved friends. After graduating from Texas Tech, Troy 
married his college sweetheart. He and Ginger had five 
children together. By his twelfth year in the service, he 
had already had a very honorable career. In 2006, he 
volunteered for deployment to Iraq. 

 On November 27 of that year, an American AH-6 
helicopter was shot down twenty miles northwest of 
Bagdad. A quick reaction force flew in to protect the crew, 
but in short order all of the Americans on the ground, 
some 20 in all, were cut off and surrounded by Al Qaeda 
in Iraq, the precursor to ISIS. As author Mark Thompson 
wrote in TIME magazine,1 “Mortars, RPGs and rounds 
from antiaircraft guns and AK-47s began raining down. 
There was no place for the troops to hide.” They were on 
the verge of being overrun when, flying low over the 
surrounding hills, Troy soared onto the scene in his F-16. 
He didn’t want to endanger the Americans on the ground 
or innocent Iraqi civilians, so he didn’t unleash his bombs, 
but strafed the attackers. Troy’s defense shielded his 
brothers-in-arms, but as he swung back into the fray, he 
focused on a target a second too long. Flying low at 500 
miles per hour, his jet touched the ground and crashed. 
The engine was thrown nearly a mile and Troy was killed 
instantly. As Thompson wrote, he had “‘padlocked’ onto 
his targets, so intent on completing his mission that he 
ignored danger to himself.” By the time the firefight was 
over, and reinforcements able to make it to the crash site, 
his body was gone. A video feed from an American drone 
showed al-Qaeda fighters pulling him from the cockpit 
and driving away. By his heroic sacrifice, 34 year old Troy 
Gilbert—husband, father, son and brother—saved some 
twenty of his fellow Americans without the loss of innocent 
civilian lives. But al-Qaeda had the trophy of an American 

pilot’s body, which it used in grisly propaganda videos. 
One of his fellow pilots, who arrived on the crash site the 
next day, said, “I knelt by this pool of blood and prayed for 
his family. I knew he was gone.” 
 It is a core commitment of the American military that it 
leaves no one behind, neither living nor dead. Even after 
the 2006 funeral at Arlington National Cemetery, in which 
some small fragments of DNA retrieved from the cockpit 
were interred, the search continued for Troy’s body. 
Though there was no question that his soul was safely in 
God’s heaven, his body, which had been knit together in 
his mother’s womb, carried in his father’s arms, and 
united with his beloved wife to produce five precious 
children who were themselves knit together in their 
mother’s womb—that body was in a foreign land, in the 
possession of cruel enemies. 
 Drew Gilpin Faust, the president of Harvard and a 
noted historian, wrote in This Republic of Suffering : 
Death and the American Civil War, 

Soldiers paid homage to their dead comrades 
out of respect for the slain men, endeavoring to 
reclaim the individual…from the impersonal and 
overwhelming carnage. But they also did it for 
themselves:  to reassert their own commitment 
to the sanctity of human life and the integrity of 
the human self.  They were reaffirming the 
larger purposes of their own existence and 
survival and hoping that if they were killed 
others would similarly honor them. 

 
 For all manner of reasons: the love of his family, the 
devotion of his brothers- and sisters-in-arms, the honor of 
his country—it was essential that Troy’s body be found and 
brought back home. 

 In Christian tradition, there are seven cardinal 
virtues. Six are from Jesus’ teaching in Matthew 25: to 
feed the hungry, to give drink the thirsty, to clothe the 
naked, to care for the sick, to visit the imprisoned and to 
welcome the stranger. Jesus taught his disciples that 
when we do these things for others, it is as if we are doing 
them for him. The seventh cardinal virtue is to reverently 
bury the dead, as Jesus himself was reverently laid to rest 
by those who loved him. In Jewish tradition, such a burial 
is the greatest act of kindness, since it is the only one the 
recipient can never repay. 
 Troy Gilbert was to be the last remaining American 
MIA in either Iraq or Afghanistan. 
 (To be continued) 
         Dave 
Prayer: Almighty and loving God, we pray that you will 
shield the sons and daughters of our country whose brave 
calling is to protect and serve. Even as you receive the 
fallen into your loving presence, please console and 
comfort those upon the earth who love them, and teach us 
anew the ways of peace and reverence for life, in Jesus’ 
Name, Amen. 
__________________________ 
1Mark Thompson, “Bringing a Hero Home,” TIME, December 12, 
2016 



FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 
 The Challenger is now biweekly, so NO 
Challenger next week! 
 
 Ordination of the Diaconate will be this 
Sunday, January 15th, during the 10:45 worship service in 
the Sanctuary. 
 
 CWF Group Meetings: will be as follows:  
 Group 1 will meet on Monday, January 16th, at 1:30 
pm at Norma Hill’s home, 2004 Granada. 
 Group 2 will meet on Wednesday, January 18th, at 
12:00 noon in Room 405. 
 Group 3 will meet on Monday, January 16th, at 2:00 
pm in Room 405. 
 
 January Meetings: will be as follows: 
Monday, January 16th: 

Evangelism at 6:00 pm, Rm 405 
Tuesday, January 17th:  
Prayer Team for Persecuted Church at 5:00 pm, Rm 310 

Membership at 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 
Education at 6:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

Stewardship at 6:00 pm, Rm 310 
World Outreach at 7:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

Worship at 7:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 
Tuesday, January 24th:  

Executive Council at 6:00 pm, Rm 310 
 If you will need childcare, please RSVP to the church 
office, 692-2282, by noon on Mondays, January 16th & 
23rd. 
 
 Christian Men’s Fellowship Dinner will be 
on Thursday, January 19th, at 6:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. 
The speaker will be Glenn Barham giving his reflections 
on his mayoral term. 
 
 Open Flower Dates: If you would like to donate 
the flowers for the worship service in the Sanctuary, the 
following dates are open: January 22 & 29. Call Peggy 
Fitts, Flower Coordinator, 781-2426, to donate. 
 
 2017 Executive Council: 
President - Cindy Hernandez 
Vice-President - Mark Turnbow 
Secretary - Emily Wilson 
Treasurer - Richard Phillips 
Board of Elders Chair - Eddie Tucker 
Diaconate Chair - Jerry Caraway 
Church School Superintendent - Jeana Brunson 
Immediate Past President - John Buckley 
CMF President - Mark Turnbow 
CWF President - Cathy Gately 
CGRM - Dave Brummett 
Education Ministry Chair - Harry Tonemah 
Evangelism Ministry Chair - Shirley Craft 
Membership Ministry Chair - Susan Buckley 
Property Ministry Chair - Rick Appling 
Stewardship Ministry Co-Chairs - Jerry Johnson &  
 Eddie Tucker 
World Outreach Ministry Chair - Ann Hunter 
Worship Ministry Chair - Cheryl Smiley 
 

 First Time Guests! We are excited to report that 
the following persons visited for the first time this past 
Sunday: Jedesh Chandrasegavan, Rojitha Goonesekere, 
Lee Maxwell, and June Morgan. 
 
 Member News: We want to be as inclusive as 
possible with our Member News, so if you know about an honor 
someone received, an important event in someone’s life, or 
about an illness or death, please call the church—692-2282.  
Thanks! 

Hospitalized: at URHCS is Shirley Harris; at Health 
South Rehab is Dr. Don Terry; at the Gables is Ruth 
Beyer & Peggy Tate; at Windmill Rehab is Jimmie Shirley. 
Released and back home are Lou James, Bill Jennings, & 
Anita Mills. 

Our sympathies are extended to the friends & family 
of Janee Davis. Janee passed away on December 28th. A 
memorial service is pending. 
 
 From the Mailbox. . . 
 Since Erin resigned from Recovery Ministries, I 
decided to return as director because I believe in the 
importance it has for adults in our community who need 
support and encouragement to stabilize their lives in the 
areas we minister: anger, women’s concerns, substance 
abuse and parent/child relationships. 
 To those of you who have been supporting Recovery 
Ministries in prayer, assistance with other needs we face 
weekly, and for your financial gifts, we are blessed. It is 
our hope that you will continue in these ways during 2017. 
 Also, on a personal note, thank you for your kindness 
to me during Thanksgiving and Christmas. You blessed 
me abundantly. I am humbled. Each time someone greets 
me, asks how things are going in Recovery Ministries and/
or offers a financial gift to the ministries, I know that I am 
in the right place at the right time. Thank you! 
 When our fundraising begins this new year, please 
join in with your gifts to keep this ministry going. We 
depend on your help each week, month and year. God 
bless you in 2017! 
        Rev. Dave Brummett 
 
 New on the Library Shelves. . . 
The Canon of Scripture by F. F. Bruce 
 (Definition: Canon - a list of books recognized as 
worthy to be included in the sacred writings of a 
worshiping community.) 
 The author examines these questions: “How did 
certain documents come to receive this recognition? Who 
made the decision and what were the criteria which 
influenced this decision? “ 
Bruce is a renowned seminary professor and author of 
biblical commentaries. He believes that with new 
discoveries of gospels and tracts, Bible readers and 
students should revisit the question of past canonical 
judgments. 
 

Take advantage of and enjoy your 
First Christian Church Library and 

its contents any time the church building is open. 



2017 Volunteer Service on a Ministry of the Church 
 
 Each member of the congregation is encouraged to participate on one or more of the 
Functional Ministries in the life of our church. We will give you "training on the job", prior 
experience is not required. Just check below the Ministry(ies) on which you would like to serve. 
Then place this completed form in the offering plate or return it to the church office as soon as 
possible. 
 
 If you plan to stay on the same Ministry as you served on in 2016, 
you must still fill out this form and return it, otherwise you will be 
removed from the 2017 Ministry listing.  THANK YOU!!! 
 
 REMINDER:  CHURCH BOARD MEMBERS ARE REQUIRED TO 
SERVE ON A MINISTRY AND IF A FORM IS NOT RECEIVED THEY WILL 
BE ASSIGNED TO A MINISTRY. 
 
 
(   ) EDUCATION – Harry Tonemah, Chair - Responsible for the total education program and 
related ministries. 
 
(  ) EVANGELISM – Shirley Craft, Chair - Responsible for direction of the church growth 
ministry of the church. 
 
(  ) MEMBERSHIP – Susan Buckley, Chair - Plans meaningful opportunities for the total 
congregation with special attention to special need groups. Responsible for membership 
assimilation and cultivation. Responsible for planning, organizing and serving on pastoral care 
teams for membership. Plans recreation, dinners & other fellowship opportunities. 
 
(   ) PROPERTY – Rick Appling, Chair - Responsible for supervision of church maintenance and 
related areas. 
 
(  ) STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE – Jerry Johnson & Eddie Tucker, Co-Chairs - Responsible for 
stewardship education and management of church funds. 
 
(  ) WORLD OUTREACH – Ann Hunter, Chair - Responsible for education and promotion of 
local and worldwide outreach ministries. 
 
(   ) WORSHIP – Cheryl Smiley, Chair - Responsible for worship, music and drama. 
 
 
NAME _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
HOME ADDRESS __________________________________________ ZIP CODE____________ 
 
EMAIL ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE: (Home) ______________________________ (Cell) _____________________________ 
 
     (Work) ______________________________ (Fax) _____________________________ 



THE CHURCH STAFF. . . Home Phone Number: 
Church Number 940-692-2282 
Dr. David Hartman, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Rev. Renee Hoke, Associate Minister 692-2282 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Meredith Buckley, Interim Director of Children & Youth Ministries 692-2282 
Rev. Dave Brummett, Director of Recovery Ministries 613-2112 
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Karen Bivona, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Ann Hunter, Receptionist Debbie Watson, Organist 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
FAX Number 940-696-3085 

FOR THE RECORD. . . 
The Neighborhood (Jan. 4). . . . .39 
Sunday School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 120 
8:40  Worship. . . 46  10:45 Worship. . .170 
 Total Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 216 
CGRM: Sunday Evening Ministry . . 38 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $15,842.23 
Sunday Receipts for 1/8/17 $21,393.25 
Through Jan. 9: Income $27,539.25 Expenses $1,454.15 
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This Sunday: 
10:45 Service: 

 

“Baptism and Discipleship” 
John 1:29-42 

Dr. David B. Hartman Jr. 

PERSECUTED CHURCH PRAYERS 
THIS WEEK ARE FOR: 

Pray for Christians, who regularly face property destruction, 
intimidation and physical attack in Kyrgyzstan. 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

1/15: Polly Tonemah, Sally Hastings; Eddie Tucker, Presiding 
1/22: Cathy Gately, Robert Hernandez; Susan Buckley, Presiding 

DIACONATE COMMUNION VISITATION 
1/15: Mary Carlton, Jill Griffin, Bob Carlton 

1/22: Sandra Ross, Slate Westbrook, John Buckley 
DIACONATE COMMUNION PREPARATION 

1/15: Slate & Carly Westbrook 
1/22: Chris & Madi Showalter 

JANUARY DIACONATE SERVERS 
Brandi Brannon, Kathleen Lauck, Madi & Chris Showalter, Carly & Slate 
Westbrook, Sandra Whatley, Bob & Mary Carlton, Jill Griffin, Colleen 
James, Sandra Ross, Francine Carraro, Bobby Dean, Sandy Hay, Mac 
Reid, Hannah & Luke Ward. 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday, January 15, 2017   
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
9:45 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary) 
 “Ordination of the Diaconate” 
3:45 Chancel Ringers (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
5:00 Grow in Grace Choir (Grades K-5) (Stratten Hall) 
5:00 Come As You Are (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403) 
5:14 CGRM Bible Study (Rm 307) 
5:45 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Scout Hall) 
6:00 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Group: 
  Anger Recovery (Rm 304) 
  Chemical Addictions Recovery (Rm 305) 
  Parenting (Rm 306) 
  Women’s C.A.R.E. (Rm 307) 
Monday, January 16, 2017  MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY 
Children Come First & Young Ages School Closed 
8:00-5:00 Children Come First Staff Training (Fellowship Hall) 
10:15 FCC Staff Meeting (Office) 
1:30 CWF Group 1 Meeting (Norma Hill’s home, 2004 Granada) 
2:00 CWF Group 3 Meeting (Room 405) 
6:00 Evangelism Ministry Meeting (Rm 405) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, January 17, 2017 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (Tu-F) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages School (Tu-F) 
2:00 Library Cmte (Library) 
5:00 Prayer Team for Persecuted Church (Rm 310) 
5:30 Membership Ministry Mtg (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Education Ministry Mtg (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Stewardship Ministry Mtg (Rm 310) 
7:00 World Outreach & Worship Ministries Mtgs (Fellowship Hall) 
Wednesday, January 18, 2017  
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 405/Chapel) 
8:00 Leadership Team Mtg (Renee’s Office) 
12:00 CWF Group 2 Meeting (Rm 405) 
5:00 Mid-Week Communion Service (Chapel) 
5:30-6:00 Mid-Week Meal (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00-7:00 The Neighborhood Worship (Fellowship Hall) 
 [Young Disciples (K-5th) meets 6:30-8pm in Rm 402 
 & Chi Rho & CYF (6th-12th) meets 7-8pm in Rm 403] 
7:00 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Thursday, January 19, 2017 
9:00 CWF Group 3 Birthday Breakfast (IHOP on SW Pkwy) 
1:30 Knit Wits (Parlor) 
6:00 Christian Men’s Fellowship Dinner (Fellowship Hall) 
Friday, January 20, 2017   
JYF Mid-Winter Retreat (Grades 3-5) (Jan. 20-22) (Athens TX) 
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