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O COME, LET US ADORE HIM! 
Fourth Sunday in Advent:  December 18 
 On this final Sunday in Advent we turned to the 
gospel of Matthew and the story of Joseph as he prepares 
to welcome the baby. 8:40 am worship in the Chapel, 
10:45 am worship in the Sanctuary features the music of 
the season by our talented hand-bell choir. 
 
Christmas Eve Candlelight Worship  
 For almost 50 years First Christian Church has 
presented the drama “Christmas Eve” by Herbert Burtis 
as the centerpiece of Christmas Eve worship. This 
dramatic telling of the Christmas story includes actors in 
costume and a beautiful set. Around the drama we hear 
the words of scripture, we share in the Lord’s Supper, we 
sing our favorite Christmas carols, and we enjoy sacred 
music from our Chancel Choir. The service concludes 
with traditional candle lighting as we sing “Silent Night.”  
Identical services at 6:00 pm and 11:00 pm in the 
Sanctuary, one holy night. 
 
Christmas Day Worship 
 Join us in the Fellowship Hall at 10:30 Christmas 
morning for coffee and donuts. Dress is casual for this 
unstructured, family friendly service which begins in 
Fellowship Hall at 10:45 am. Children are invited to bring 
their favorite gift for the Blessings of the Toys. A simple 
Christmas meditation by Dr. David Hartman, time at the 
Lord’s Table, and a Christmas prayer mark this holy day. 
 
New Year’s Day Worship 
 We begin the new year by committing ourselves 
afresh to follow the One who is God-with-us. Worship on 
this day includes a “Service of Covenant Renewal.” 8:40 
in the Chapel and 10:45 am in the Sanctuary. 



Across Dave’s Desk. . . 
by Senior Minister Dr. David B. Hartman, Jr. 

Why Did Jesus Come? 

Gerard van Honthorst, Adoration of the Shepherds, 1622 
 
Note: For a variety of reasons, I’m feeling nostalgic right 
now, so this week’s column is a repeat from the December 
12, 2012, issue of the Challenger. 
 
 My wise young friend Eric Wilson, whose devoted 
parents Emily and Andy blessed our church by raising him 
here, earns his livelihood in the calling of politics, but I think 
his truest vocation is the same one that moves all true 
Christian seekers: trying to discern the will of God. Eric 
recently sent an e-mail in response to last week’s Challenger 
article:  

This question of "What does God get from us?" is one 
that perplexes me -- why would being itself need/want/
desire/care about US? I think it's probably the case that 
Creation is an outpouring of the love that exists within 
the Trinity. That God's love was so effusive, that we 
were willed into being -- love cannot be un-shared. But 
now that we're here, why is He still interested in us? 
I've been reflecting a lot on son-ship. God is our Father. 
Looking at my own father, he derives abundant joy from 
making sacrifices for me. I cannot fathom, for example, 
how my father was made happy by the small fortune he 
paid to send me to Sewanee. It's seriously a mystery, 
and someday I may understand. 
Turning to prayer for a minute, I know my father would 
never refuse me anything that was within his power to 
give (provided it was good for me). I only have to ask. 
That's something I've been taking to prayer lately and 
inevitably God gives better than what I deserve and 
even better than what I ask for.  

 That is a powerful insight. Eric’s analogy between 
parental love and God’s love is also one which Jesus made. I 
responded:  

I have gone around and around on the question of what 
God gets from us, and I think you are spot on. Apart from 
love, that devotion is absolutely inexplicable. The only 
analogy I can think of is parenting a new child--a sleep 
wrecker, a pleasure breaker, a stealer of future financial 
ease and comfort, the one who renders us hostage for 

life--but yet, that same child is loved more intensely by 
the average parent than anyone he or she has ever 
known before. I think (or at least I surmise) that that 
intense love is why Jesus taught his disciples to refer to 
God as “Abba” [which, in colloquial English, would not be 
“Father,” but “Daddy”]. Your earthly father (who I had 
breakfast with last week after the Cowboys-Redskins 
game--he bought!) loves you far more than his own life, 
and takes enormous pride in you, even as he professes 
to be bewildered by your political inclinations (I think it's 
probably psychologically healthy for fathers and sons to 
be on different sides of the political fence). Read Hosea 
11, about God's anger at the choices Israel made, and 
God's utter inability to cease loving Israel. 

 For those whose Bibles aren’t close at end, here’s the 
passage in Hosea: 

When Israel was a child, I loved him, 
   and out of Egypt I called my son. 
The more I called them, 
   the more they went from me; 
they kept sacrificing to the Baals, 
   and offering incense to idols.  
Yet it was I who taught Ephraim to walk, 
   I took them up in my arms; 
   but they did not know that I healed them. 
I led them with cords of human kindness, 
   with bands of love. 
I was to them like those 
   who lift infants to their cheeks. 
   I bent down to them and fed them… 
How can I give you up, Ephraim? 
   How can I hand you over, O Israel?  

 
 In the end, I suppose, that is what God gets from us, 
including the most wayward: the sheer joy of having us as 
the subjects of his love. Think of it this way: every person 
brought into the world is another being for God to cherish. 
 Brent Stratten, our beloved Minister of Music Emeritus, 
introduced me to the writings of Steven Charleston, a 
Choctaw Indian who served as a Bishop of the Episcopal 
Church and Dean of the Episcopal Divinity School in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts. Charleston’s meditations are 
poetry in prose. We close with this on the growth of grace:  

It all begins with small numbers. A few more drops of 
precipitation, a little more wind, a slight rise in the sea 
level, a couple of degrees difference in the elevation of 
the moon. Great forces are born in small numbers, in 
the increments of existence, the mathematics of our 
physical being. And as with the natural, so with the 
spiritual. A tiny bit more kindness, a single hope, a 
small increase in giving, a few more prayers, another 
moment of patience. Great souls are not instant in 
being, but being made up of instants. Life without and 
within, lived in the small things that count.  

 Small indeed, like every newborn child, including the 
One in the manger. 
         Dave 
Postscript: Two weeks ago, Eric Wilson married a wonderful 
young woman named Rachael. On August 12, 2013, Brent 
Stratten joined the communion of saints. Next week, I’m 
buying Andy Wilson’s breakfast. 



FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 
 December Meetings: 
Sunday, December 18th: 
 Congregational at 12:00 noon, Sanctuary 
 New 2017-2019 Church Board at 12:15 pm, Sanctuary 
Tuesday, December 20th:  
 Stewardship Ministry at 6:00 pm, Rm 310 
Tuesday, December 27th:  
 Executive Council at 6:00 pm, Rm 310 
 If you will need childcare, please RSVP to the church 
office, 692-2282, by noon on Mondays. 
 

 Believing Again; Hoping Again is the theme for 
the Christmas Offering this year. More than any of our 
special day offerings, this one supports ministries in our 
region: 
 Assist congregations and leaders in claiming their 

unique mission and ministry, and provide resources and 
support. 

 Call, commission and ordain new pastors, and support 
and equip all pastors for their ministries. 

 Revitalize existing congregations and plan for new 
congregations. 

 Connect Regional Disciples to give witness to ministries 
of justice, hope and compassion. 

 Provide camps, conferences and retreats where children 
and youth find hope and Christ’s love and a community 
of faith that embraces “everyone.” 

 Make visible the care for all of God’s family through 
ministries of reconciliation and anti-racism. 

 Call and equip passionate leaders for today’s church. 
 Provide pastoral care for clergy and congregations. 
The Christmas Special Day offering supports these and other 
ministries of our Region. Your generous gifts make a 
difference in our shared ministries in the Region. 
 

 CWF Group Meetings: will be as follows:  
 Group 1 will meet on Monday, December 19th, at 1:30 
pm at Nancy Jolliff’s home, 4811 Nursery. 
 Group 2 will meet for their annual Christmas Dinner at 
Applebee’s, on Monday, December 19th, at 5:30 pm. Come 
and enjoy the laughter, love and fellowship at this beautiful 
time of year. 
 Group 3 will meet on Friday, December 16th, at 1:00 pm 
in the Parlor. 
 

 Christmas Eve Services: We will have two 
identical Christmas Eve services at 6:00 pm and 11:00 pm in 
the Sanctuary. Both services will have the 47th annual 
performance of Herbert Burtis’ CHRISTMAS EVE. We ask 
that no flash photography be done during the performance, 
thank you. Communion will be served at both services and 
each service will conclude with a service of candle lighting. 
We invite you to attend one or both services! 
 

 Youth News: The Young Disciples and Chi Rho/CYF 
groups will not be meeting again until the 8th of January! 
However, on that Sunday (January 8th) we will be traveling to 
Fort Worth to attend University Christian Church's Boars 
Head Festival. All 3 groups will leave after the 10:45 AM 
service to make it there in time for the 3:00 PM performance. 
We should be back by 8:00 PM that same day! Cost is free, 
the kids are asked to bring a little bit of money to help offset 
the cost of dinner!  
 The 20-22nd of January is JYF (3rd-5th grade) Retreat 
in Athens! Sign up can be found on the Disciples Crossing 
website! 
 Christmas Eve rehearsals are as follows: December 21st, 
22nd, & 23rd from 5:00-7:00 PM. 

 For the Christmas Eve services the kids need to be there 
at least 30 minutes before the services, so 5:30 and 10:30 
PM. We just want to ensure they have enough time to get 
costumes on and down to the Sanctuary on time. 
 

 Member News: We want to be as inclusive as possible 
with our Member News, so if you know about an honor someone 
received, an important event in someone’s life, or about an 
illness or death, please call the church—692-2282.  Thanks! 

Hospitalized: at Health South Rehab is Lou James; at 
Windmill Rehab is Jimmie Shirley. Released and back home 
are Anna Hainline & Joanne Williford. 

Our sympathies are extended to Dr. Gary Grimes & 
Family on learning of the death of his wife and former FCC 
member, Nancy Grimes, on December 11th. Services will be 
at 11:00 am at First United Methodist Church of Wichita 
Falls. 
 

 From the Mailbox. . .  
Pastor Dave, Renee and our FCC Family, 
 Words cannot express the feelings Vince and I have for 
you and all you’ve done to keep us going—not just $, but 
spiritually, emotionally with prayer and just being there for 
Vince, Luke and I. Thank you from the very bottom of our heart 
and soul. You have truly given us a Home. 
      The Machado Family 

* * * * * 
 Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! Every month you bless 
us! Every month you make such a substantial impact in our 
community with your generous donation to THE Kitchen/Meals 
on Wheels.  
 We would be honored to have the opportunity to thank you 
face-to-face. And, if you would like a tour of our facilities, I 
would be happy to show you how your donation is making a 
difference. 
 Have a blessed holiday! 
      Pam Hughes 
      Director of Marketing and  
      Volunteer Recruitment 

Call my cell if you would like to visit (940) 733-1108. 
* * * * * 

 Your generous donation of winter coats not only warmed 
our children physically but also their hearts. Words cannot 
express the gratitude we have for your kindness and 
thoughtfulness. May God continue to bless your outreach to 
our community. 
      Joe Clement, At-Risk Coordinator 
      Scotland Park Elementary 

 As of Monday, December 12th, we have received 139 
estimates of giving totaling $644,328.00. If you haven’t had 
the opportunity to make your estimate of giving, we invite you 
to join us in our commitment for 2017 to begin another year 
of mission and ministry at First Christian Church. There is still 
important work to be done, needs to be addressed, hearts to 
turn and good news to be shared.  Estimate of giving cards 
are available at our welcome center, the church pews and the 
church office. Please don’t hesitate to call Tina Williams or 
Cheryl Appling if you’d like more information. 



THE CHURCH STAFF. . . Home Phone Number: 
Church Number 940-692-2282 
Dr. David Hartman, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Rev. Renee Hoke, Associate Minister 692-2282 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Meredith Buckley, Interim Director of Children & Youth Ministries 692-2282 
Rev. Dave Brummett, Director of Recovery Ministries 613-2112 
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Karen Bivona, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Ann Hunter, Receptionist Debbie Watson, Organist 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
FAX Number 940-696-3085 

FOR THE RECORD. . . 
The Neighborhood (Nov. 30). . . . .43 
Sunday School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135 
8:40  Worship. . . Did not meet  10:45 Worship. . .255 
 Total Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 255 
CGRM: Sunday Evening Ministry . . 33 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $15,842.23 
Sunday Receipts for 12/11/16 $5,598.15 
Through Dec. 12: Income $691,298.95 Expenses $743,539.15 

C
H

R
IS

T
IA

N
 C

H
A

LLE
N

G
E

R
 

F
irst C

hristian C
hurch 

3701 T
aft B

oulevard 
W

ichita F
alls, T

exas 76308 

T
H

E
 C

H
R

IS
T

IA
N

 C
H

A
LLE

N
G

E
R

 
P

ub. N
o. (U

S
P

S
 559-820).  P

ublished w
eekly 

during the school year w
ith exception the last 

w
eek in D

ecem
ber, &

 in June &
 July biw

eekly 
by F

irst C
hristian C

hurch, 3701 T
aft B

lvd., 
W

ichita 
F

alls 
T

X
 

76308-2315. 
 

P
eriodical 

postage 
paid 

at 
W

ichita 
F

alls 
T

X
. 

– 
P

O
S

T
M

A
S

T
E

R
: S

end A
ddress C

hanges to 
C

hristian 
C

hallenger, 
3701 

T
aft 

B
lvd., 

W
ichita F

alls, T
X

 76308-2315. 

This Sunday: 
8:40 & 10:45 Services: 

 

“Course Correction” 
Matthew 1:18-25 
Rev. Renee Hoke 

PERSECUTED CHURCH PRAYERS 
THIS WEEK ARE FOR: 

Pray for pastors in Azerbaijan who cannot find employment 
because they were imprisoned for their faith. 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

Andy Wilson, Mike Spiller Jr.,; Cheryl Smiley, Presiding 
DIACONATE COMMUNION VISITATION 

Twila Boydston, Ben Sabine, Linda C. Carr 
DIACONATE COMMUNION PREPARATION 

Twila Boydston & Sharon Roach 
DECEMBER DIACONATE SERVERS 

Shirley Craft, Melody Jennings, Donna Long, Travis Ralls, Cary 
Thompson, Jerry & Cheryl Caraway, Larry & Linda Carr, Jim & 
Karen LaValley, Sarah Stewart, Carly & Slate Westbrook, Twila 
Boydston, Sharon Roach, Ben Sabine, Madi Showalter. 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Friday, December 16, 2016 
1:00 CWF Group 3 (Parlor) 
Sunday, December 18, 2016   
CHRISTMAS OFFERING 
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
9:45 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:00 Congregational Meeting (Sanctuary) 
12:10 New 2017 Church Board Meeting (Sanctuary) 
NO Chancel Ringers (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
NO Grow in Grace Choir (Grades K-5) (Stratten Hall) 
NO Come As You Are (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403) 
5:14 CGRM Bible Study (Rm 307) 
NO Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Scout Hall) 
6:00 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Group: 
  Anger Recovery (Rm 304) 
  Chemical Addictions Recovery (Rm 305) 
  Parenting (Rm 306) 
  Women’s C.A.R.E. (Rm 307) 
Monday, December 19, 2016 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-F) 
Young Ages School Closed Until January 3rd 
10:15 FCC Staff Meeting (Office) 
1:30 CWF Group 1 (Nancy Jolliff’s, 4811 Nursery) 
5:30 CWF Group 2 (Applebee’s on Kemp) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, December 20, 2016 
2:00 Tea at Two (Parlor) 
6:00 Stewardship Ministry Meeting (Rm 310) 
6:00 CCF Staff Christmas Party (Rm 403) 
Wednesday, December 21, 2016   
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 405/Chapel) 
10:30 Redemption of Scrooge IV (Rm 310) 
NO Mid-Week Communion Service (Chapel) 
5:00-7:00 Christmas Eve Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
5:00-7:30 Food Truck (Outside Fellowship Hall) 
6:00-7:00 The Neighborhood Worship (Fellowship Hall) 
   Redemption of Scrooge III & IV 
7:00 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Thursday, December 22, 2016 
5:00-7:00 Christmas Eve Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
Friday, December 23, 2016 
5:00-7:00 Christmas Eve Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
Saturday, December 24, 2016 
6:00 pm & 11:00 pm Christmas Eve Service (Sanctuary) 


