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JOIN US AS WE WALK THE ROAD TO BETHLEHEM 
 In The Journey: Walking the Road to Bethlehem, Adam Hamilton shines fresh light on the story of Mary and Joseph, 
integrating historical and archaeological information, and interweaving personal reflection to illuminate this most pivotal 
moment in history. You are invited to join the Young Adult Class on the journey. The five-week study will be led by Chris 
Showalter, Sunday mornings at 9:30, beginning November 20, in Room 305. 

Join us this Sunday for a Thanksgiving Luncheon 
in celebration of Commitment Sunday 

and the conclusion of our Stewardship Campaign for 2017. 

ADVENT WORKSHOP: A FAMILY TRADITION FOR GENERATIONS 

 Each year the holy season of Advent begins with the aroma of stew 
simmering in the church kitchen, cornbread fresh out of the oven, trays of 
Christmas cookies, and the sight of Fellowship Hall lined with colorful craft 
tables where volunteers guide little ones in constructing crafts that teach the 
story of Christmas. This gathering is a favorite for children, parents and 

grandparents. Many of our members gather up the neighborhood kids each year for this Advent outing. Sunday, 
November 27, 5-7 pm, in Fellowship Hall. Donations are appreciated to cover the cost of the meal and craft supplies. 
(Kids menu includes chicken nuggets.) If you are a crafter who would like to help at one of the tables, call the church 
office to volunteer. 



Across Dave’s Desk. . . 
by Senior Minister Dr. David B. Hartman, Jr. 

 On November 6—the Sunday before Veteran’s Day—
our Dwight Tuttle, a veteran and professional historian, 
paid tribute to those who have served. Because of some 
physical challenges with which Dwight bravely contends, I 
have learned that his eloquent address was not heard by 
all in the congregation that day. Here is a written copy of 
Dwight’s spoken address. 
         —Dave 
 

Veterans 
 "Greater love has no man than this, a man lay down 
his life for a friend." 
 For nearly three centuries, from Yorktown and 
Gettysburg to Santiago, from Belleau Wood to Normandy, 
Bastogne, Bataan, Guadalcanal, Tarawa, Iwo Jima, 
Okinawa, the Chosin Reservoir to the Middle East, 
American Armed Forces fought to repel invaders, reunite 
our country and secure our interests, alliances and ideals. 
In the process over 1 million men made the ultimate 
sacrifice to preserve the freedom and liberty we enjoy in 
this wonderful country of ours. 
 There was a time when veterans returning home from 
an unpopular war were ostracized by their fellow 
countrymen. Returning from Vietnam, I enrolled in 
graduate school where I was friends with a fellow Vietnam 
veteran. We both were studying History. Our offices were 
next to each other. Glenn, was nearly killed when an 
artillery shell landed near where he was standing. He was 
called a baby killer when he returned home. I had a 
similar experience. I was working one evening when a 
fellow graduate student walked into my office. She begin 
berating me about the Vietnam War. I did not appreciate 
being lectured by someone who had never been there. 
Free speech is a good thing but a person should have 
facts to support their opinion. It was apparent to me that 
she didn't know the first thing about that war. Frustrated 
she left stating: “Oh, Dwight, you just been brainwashed 
by the Army." I was not pleased. In such a situation I 
remembered the wisdom of John Stuart Mills for those 
who would take the easy way out: "War is an ugly thing 
but not ugliest of things. The decayed and degrading state 
of moral and patriotic feeling which thinks nothing is worth 
a war is worst. A man who has nothing which he cares 
about more than his own personal safety is a miserable 
creature who has no chance of being free, unless made 
so by the exertions of better men than himself." 
 When President Abraham Lincoln was composing the 
Gettysburg Address, seeking to give meaning to those 
who died, he was influenced by Pericles' Funeral Oration. 
Pericles was a general and leader of the Athens, a city 
states in ancient Greece. In 48O BC, Cyrus, Emperor of 
the Persian Empire, sought to conquer all of Greece 
Greece. Faced with the Persian threat, the city states 
united under the leadership of Sparta which turned back 
the Persian invasion. As a result of the war, Athens and 
Sparta emerged as two powerful city states in Greece. 
Sparta was the military power. Their leaders taught their 
youth the art war which they became very proficient in. 
Athens, on the other hand, was a democracy. Philosophy, 

the arts and commerce thrived. The two states could not 
be more unlike. For 50 years these two city states were 
rivals. In 432 BC, war broke out between these two rivals 
and the city states allied with either Sparta or Athens 
encompassing all of Greece. It was known as the 
Peloponnesian War. After the year of war, Athenians 
gathered to honor their dead. It was here that Pericles 
spoke his famous funeral oration. The speech was very 
lengthy. When he came to honoring those who had fallen 
he stated: 
 “I have sung the praises of our city; but it was the 
courage and gallantry of these men, and of people like 
them which made her splendid. Nor would you find it true 
in the case of the Greeks, as it is true of them, that no 
words can do more justice to their deeds. 
 To me it seems that the consummation which has 
overtaken these men shows us the meaning of manliness 
in the first revelation and its final proof. Some of them, no 
doubt, had their faults; but what we ought to remember 
first is their gallant conduct against the enemy in defense 
of their native land. They have blotted out evil with good, 
and done more service to the commonwealth than they 
ever did harm in their private lives. No one of these men 
weakened because he wanted to go on enjoying their 
wealth: no one put off the awful day in the hope that he 
might escape and grow rich. More to be desired than such 
men, they chose to check the enemy’s pride. This to them, 
was a glorious cause, and they accepted it, willing to strike 
down the enemy and relinquish everything else. 
 As for success or failure, they left that in the doubtful 
hand of Hope, and with the reality of battle before their 
faces, they put their trust in their own selves. In the 
fighting, they thought it more honorable to stand their 
ground and suffer death than to give in and save their 
lives. So they fled from the reproaches of men, abiding 
with life and limb in the brunt of battle; and in a small 
moment of time the climax of their lives, a culmination of 
glory, not of fear, were swept away from us. 
 Such was the end of these men; they were worthy of 
Athens. We who remain behind may hope to be spared 
their fate, but we resolve to keep the same daring spirit 
against the foe.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COATS FOR KIDS 
Stacks and stacks of coats—and dedicated volunteers—prepare 
to deliver almost 600 brand new coats to Wichita Falls 
elementary schools this week. This is year 17 for this ministry, 
with 8,688 coats delivered since 1999. 



FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 
 Our New Member Families: 

      Scot, Marisa & TJ Hafley     Austin & Felicia Laurence 
          & Serinity & Maximus Hye 
 
 Thanksgiving Baskets: If you can help deliver 
Thanksgiving baskets, sign up by calling the church 
office. Arrive at the church around 9:45 am on November 
19. We’ll provide a delivery route map and a delivery 
partner if you don’t have one. Plan to spend an hour on 
deliveries and to be richly blessed. 
 
 The Thanksgiving Offering benefits the 
Colleges, Universities, Seminaries, and Divinity Houses 
affiliated with the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 
There are 14 undergraduate colleges and 7 theological 
seminaries. These learning communities are an extension 
of the church, challenging students to understand and 
respond to God’s call to serve. This is a season in which 
we receive many opportunities for giving. Please consider 
a small donation to this one as we are feeling thankful for 
our ministers and their excellent training as we receive the 
Thanksgiving Offering on Sundays, November 20th & 27th. 
 
 Christian Woman’s Fellowship Group 
Meetings will be as follows on Monday, November 
21st: Group 1 will meet at 1:30 pm in the Parlor; Group 2 
will meet at 12:00 noon in Rm 405; Group 3 will meet at 
2:00 pm in Rm 405. 
 CWF Service Day will be Monday, November 21st at 
10:00 am in Scout Hall. We will be preparing the wreaths. 
 
 The Executive Council Meeting scheduled 
for Tuesday, November 22nd, has been rescheduled to 
Monday, November 28th, at 6:00 pm in Rm 310. 
 
 Thanksgiving Holiday: The Church Building, 
Offices and All Programs will be CLOSED on Thursday & 
Friday, November 24-25th. 
 
 Open Flower Dates: If you would like to donate 
the flowers for the worship service in the Sanctuary, the 
following dates are open: November 27 & December 4. 
Call Peggy Fitts, Flower Coordinator, 781-2426, to 
donate. 
 
 Finding Support When Your Life is ON 
HOLD. Sometimes it’s described as the “sandwich 
generation”—most often women (but sometimes men) 
whose days are divided between care for aging parents 
and assisting grown children and their families.  
 First Christian Church and First Methodist Church are 

collaborating on a new ministry of encouragement for 
those caring for multiple generations of loved ones. We’ve 
named the new program ON HOLD/A Support Group for 
Caregivers of All Kinds. At least once a month we’ll gather 
in an informal home setting for lunch and conversation 
with others who understand exactly what you’re up 
against. There will be time for laughter, sympathy, and a 
reminder that you’re not alone. 
 Our hosts will be Kris Gossom and Kathy Gilbert who 
just happen to be next door neighbors. The first gathering 
will be Tuesday, November 29, at 2414 Barbados. A 
simple lunch will be available between 11:30 am and 1:30 
pm so that you can drop by at the time that works for you. 
Bring a friend, or just yourself, and join us. 
 
 First Time Guests! We are excited to report 
that the following persons visited for the first time this past 
Sunday: Kathleen Roth & Susan Taylor, and Rose 
Silvertooth. 
 
 Member News: We want to be as inclusive as 
possible with our Member News, so if you know about an 
honor someone received, an important event in 
someone’s life, or about an illness or death, please call 
the church—692-2282.  Thanks! 

Hospitalized: at Hospice is Mil Dinnin (no visitors, 
please); at Baylor-Dallas: is Anita Mills; at Windmill Rehab 
is Jimmie Shirley. 
 
 Thank You, Thank You, Thank You!! 
Young Ages School would like to thank all of the church 
members who participated in our Kringle fundraiser. I am 
happy to report that we raised $2,622.95 for our school. A 
special thanks to our wonderful Board President, Ivonne 
Wineinger and Katie Minniear for all their hard work and 
leadership on this project. The money raised will help 
cover our year end budget. Thank you again for your 
continued support of our program. 
 We ordered a few extra: 4 Cream Cheese, 4 Apple 
and 4 Cherry - $14.00 each. If you would like to purchase 
one, please contact the Young Ages Office at 692-3640. 
 
 Time To Order Poinsettias! We will be using 
100 poinsettias to decorate the Chapel & Sanctuary for 
Advent. If you would like to furnish one in memory or 
honor of a loved one, please fill out the form below and 
return it with your check to the church office. The 
poinsettias are $8.00 each and the deadline to order is 
December 4th. 
 
Donor _________________________________________ 
 
In memory/honor of ______________________________ 
 (circle one) 
 

In memory/honor of ______________________________ 
 (circle one) 
 

In memory/honor of ______________________________ 
 (circle one) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
For Office use only: date received______________________# ordered_________ 
 
Total paid__________________________ Cash / Check #___________________ 



PLEASE PRAYERFULLY CONSIDER THE 2017 GROW ONE CHALLENGE TO INCREASE YOUR 
ESTIMATE OF GIVING TO OUR CHURCH BY  1 – PERCENT OF YOUR ANNUAL INCOME.  

Thank you! 

GROW ONE CHALLENGE 

2017 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 

Commitment Sunday, November 20th 

Dr. David Hartman & Rev. Renee Hoke, Preaching 

Thanksgiving Fellowship Luncheon @Noon 

With Fried Chicken & Baked Chicken, mashed potatoes, 
gravy, green beans, salad and dessert. 

We hope you’ll join us for a great meal and fellowship! 

PLEASE MAKE YOUR RESERVATION TODAY!  



     
 
 
 
Good Morning! ‐ There are a couple of things I would like to talk 
with you about in my Stewardship Moment … one,  my thoughts as I 
start my first year as your Board Chair in January…and two, my 
thoughts on “WHY WE GIVE”.  
But first I would like to take a moment to thank my good friend, 
John Buckley, for his strong and though ul leadership of our church 
over the past two years.   
Here are a few things I hope we can accomplish together in the near 

future.  
1) WE NEED TO WORK TOGETHER TO GROW OUR CHURCH PARTICIPATION AND MEMBERSHIP – We are the 
best kept church secret in town and we need to spread the word by telling our friends and bring them to 
church with us so we can share the secret…because we are all a part of the Evangelism Ministry team.   
2) WE NEED TO RENEW OUR INVOLVEMENT IN THE OTHER OPPORTUNITIES FOR SOCIAL INTER‐ACTION IN 
THIS BUILDING IN ADDITION TO SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP – Like par cipa ng in a Sunday School 
class….join a bible study…the choir and bells are always ready to welcome your talents…and why not check 
out the Wednesday night Acous c Service. We have so many small groups that make up our church and you 
are invited to a end them throughout the week.   
3)  WE NEED TO WORK TOGETHER TO GET THIS TIGHT‐MONEY ISSUE UNDER CONTROL These first two goals 
will go a long way toward solving the ght‐money issue.  I find it interes ng that last year’s pledge totals are 
almost the same dollar volume as the pledge totals from 2006… last year’s total pledges received are from 
145 families versus 202 families ten years ago.  
 Before we consider how much to give, let’s consider WHY WE GIVE.  
YOU MAY GIVE BECAUSE OF YOUR FAITHFUL‐NESS – You may give because loving God is not about just 
saying the right words but the inten onal commitment to self‐sacrifice for the well‐being of others.  
YOU MAY GIVE BECAUSE YOU’RE A DISCIPLE – You may give because a financial commitment is just one of 
the commitments Chris ans are asked to make so we can grow one step at a me.  
YOU MAY GIVE BECAUSE YOU’RE GENEROUS – You may give because generosity is a key virtue of the 
Chris an faith that we can all prac ce.     
YOU MAY GIVE BECAUSE YOU HAVE MORE THAN YOU NEED – You may give because you may have 
discovered joy through generosity and giving is a way to do good.      
OR YOU MAY GIVE BECAUSE YOU ARE ABLE – You may give because your prayers, presence, gi s and service 
are all valuable offerings that can be shared.   
As John pointed out last Sunday, it is great that 72 percent of our ac ve church families made an es mate‐of
‐giving toward our Annual Budget…but think about it…how wonderful would it be if 72 percent was 100 
percent this year. One final request, would you please prayerfully consider your family’s ability to accept the  
“GROW‐ONE‐CHALLENGE”  toward your 2017 gi .  If we assume that this year’s average es mate‐of‐giving 
represents 5 percent of our annual income and we increase that by 1 percent for 2017, we will add almost 
120 thousand dollars to our ministry. So I challenge you to join me in the  “GROW‐ONE‐CHALLENGE”.   
Several small steps, by generous disciples, can generate one giant leap for our church and the good we can 
do, together. In advance, I would like to thank you for your con nued support.   

Message to the Congregation on Sunday, Nov. 13, 

from FCC Board Chair‐Elect Cindy Hernandez 



THE CHURCH STAFF. . . Home Phone Number: 
Church Number 940-692-2282 
Dr. David Hartman, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Rev. Renee Hoke, Associate Minister 692-2282 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Meredith Buckley, Interim Director of Children & Youth Ministries 692-2282 
Rev. Dave Brummett, Director of Recovery Ministries 613-2112 
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Karen Bivona, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Ann Hunter, Receptionist Debbie Watson, Organist 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
FAX Number 940-696-3085 

FOR THE RECORD. . . 
The Neighborhood (Nov. 2). . . . .42 
Sunday School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 112 
8:40  Worship. . . 36  10:45 Worship. . .219 
 Total Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 244 
CGRM: Sunday Evening Ministry . . 27 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $15,842.23 
Sunday Receipts for 11/13/16 $6,873.00 
Through Nov. 14: Income $608,809.60 Expenses $687,565.47 
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This Sunday: 
8:40 & 10:45 Services: 

 

“A Leap of Faith” 
I Kings 17:8-16 

Dr. David B. Hartman Jr. & Rev. Renee Hoke 

PERSECUTED CHURCH PRAYERS 
THIS WEEK ARE FOR: 

Pray for displaced Christian families in Colombia. 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

Kerry Roach, Gary Ballard; Doug Thompson, Presiding 
DIACONATE COMMUNION VISITATION 

Lee DeVilbiss, Jill Griffin, Brandi Brannon 
DIACONATE COMMUNION PREPARATION 

Kay Jackson & June Lemmon 
NOVEMBER DIACONATE SERVERS 

Jody & Brandi Brannon, Kay Jackson, June Lemmon, James 
Poole, Billy Thacker, Catherine Earley, Caitlin Hartman, 
Kathleen Lauck, Michael Pettibon, Sandra Whatley, Lee 
DeVilbiss, Jill Griffin, Jon Hartman, Debbie & Mark Turnbow, 
Luke Ward. 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday, November 20, 2016   
COMMITMENT SUNDAY 
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
9:45 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:00 Thanksgiving Fellowship Luncheon (Fellowship Hall) 
3:45 Chancel Ringers (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
5:00 Grow in Grace Choir (Grades K-5) (Stratten Hall) 
5:00 Come As You Are (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403) 
5:14 CGRM Bible Study (Rm 307) 
5:45 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Scout Hall) 
6:00 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Group: 
  Anger Recovery (Rm 304) 
  Chemical Addictions Recovery (Rm 305) 
  Parenting (Rm 306) 
  Women’s C.A.R.E. (Rm 307) 
Monday, November 21, 2016 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-W) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages School (M-Tu) 
10:00 CWF Service Day: Preparing Wreaths (Scout Hall) 
10:15 FCC Staff Meeting (Office) 
10:30 YAS Thanksgiving Feast (Mon & Tues) (Fellowship Hall) 
12:00 CWF Group 2 (Rm 405) 
1:30 CWF Group 1 (Parlor) 
2:00 CWF Group 3 (Rm 405) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, November 22, 2016 
2:00 Tea at Two (Parlor) 
Wednesday, November 23, 2016   
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 405/Chapel) 
NO Wednesday Evening Activities 
Thursday, November 24, 2016 
THANKSGIVING 
Church Building, Offices & All Programs Closed 
Friday, November 25, 2016 
Church Building, Offices & All Programs Closed 
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