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 If you would like to volunteer to help with game 
booths, provide a trunk, or help with supplies (food/
snacks, door prizes, candy for trunks, Halloween themed 
plates/utensils) at this year’s event, please contact Cary 
Thompson, 940-636-1381, or the Church Office. 

2017 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN  
OCTOBER 30—NOVEMBER 20 

 

An Event for the whole community! 
Halloween games, food, door prizes, candy, & much more! 

JOIN US FOR A SPOOKY GOOD TIME 
SUNDAY FROM 6-8 pm 

FCC Fellowship Hall 

IT’S THE FIFTH SUNDAY— 
JOIN US FOR BREAKFAST 

 It is the tradition at FCC to bring members together on 
fifth Sundays to enjoy a potluck breakfast and a special 
program. And of course there’s always time for table 
fellowship. 
 For our program on October 30 we will sample a video 
on the book of Acts by Bible teacher Lisa Harper. Lisa is an 
outside-the-box Bible teacher and communicator with a 
growing ministry across the U.S. Her latest video teaching 
series is Believing Jesus: A Journey through the Book of 
Acts, which will be available soon in the church library. 
 Bring your favorite breakfast dish to share, we’ll provide 
the coffee and conversation, and join us Sunday morning, 
October 30, 9:30-10:30, in Fellowship Hall. 



Across Dave’s Desk. . . 
by Senior Minister Dr. David B. Hartman, Jr. 

What Money Means 

“The Widow’s Mite” by James Christensen, 1988 
 
 She may be the most famous unnamed person in history. 
All we know about her is what the Gospel tells us: 
 

He [Jesus] looked up and saw rich people putting 
their gifts into the treasury; he also saw a poor 
widow put in two small copper coins. He said, “Truly 
I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all of 
them; for all of them have contributed out of their 
abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in all 
she had to live on.  [Luke 21.1-5] 

 
 In those patriarchal days, “poor widow” was almost a 
redundancy. Absent adult children to sustain her, or the 
prospect of another husband, she had very little means of 
sustenance [see Ruth and Naomi]. In fact, the very first charity 
established by the first church in Jerusalem was devoted to 
feeding widows and orphans. But at the Temple, the poor widow 
was not the beneficiary of the charity of the others; she was a 
giver. She did not, to our knowledge, interact with Jesus. She 
was not the recipient of one of his miracles, nor did she sit 
attentively at his feet. He saw what she did. He observed her. 
Whether she saw him cannot be known. The point is, the reason 
she gave was not because she had been transformed by her 
contact with Jesus. Instead, she gave because…because…? 
 Why do any of us give? 

*** 
 “Bread, cash, dosh, dough, loot, lucre, moolah, readies, the 
wherewithal: call it what you like, money matters. To Christians, 
the love of it is the root of all evil. To generals, it is the sinews of 
war; to revolutionaries, the shackles of labor. But what exactly is 
money?” So asks historian Niall Ferguson in his The Ascent of 
Money. 
 Ferguson is right. Money matters. The more money, the 
more that can be achieved. Wealth can be a goodness 
multiplier. More money, used for the right ends, means more of 
God’s children can be fed, clothed, healed and educated. More 
money can create more livelihoods; more money can lift more 
people out of poverty; more money can create more beauty. 
Wealth can be (and has been) a great force for good (it can also 
be a force multiplier for evil, but that’s a topic for another day). 
Ferguson (unlike a lot of secular historians) gets the Biblical 
quote right. The Bible does not say that money is the root of all 
evil, but the love of it: 

 
For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, 
and in their eagerness to be rich some have 
wandered away from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many pains. [1 Timothy 6.10] 

 
 Money is a means to an end—an essential means—but it’s 
not an end in itself, and is not meant to be an object of adoration. 
You’ve heard the the lines: “Put your money where your mouth 
is.” “Put some skin in the game.” Putting money into any 
endeavor—education, raising children, building a business, 
saving for retirement—signifies how serious that endeavor is. 
Saturday Night Live had a very funny skit recently with Tom 
Hanks. The skit, a parody of the game show “Jeopardy!” 
depicted how the ways and means of poor people intersect 
regardless of race—for example, a retirement plan based on 
scratch-off lottery tickets. The places where poor people work—if 
they are able to find work—tend not to be the kinds of places that 
provide pensions or annuities. It is thus inherently harder for 
those on the margins of subsistence to give. That said, giving is 
a sign of faith for Christians. It’s not quantifiable by amounts—
there’s no doubt the rich can give more than the middle class, 
and the middle class can give more than the poor—but by the 
sacrifice the gift entails. “Should I forego the extra week at Mar-
el-Largo to make this contribution?” is a very different question 
from “Should I forego lunches to make my offering?” Jesus didn’t 
criticize the wealthy who made large contributions; indeed, in the 
parable of the talents, he praised those who were able to 
multiply wealth [Matthew 25.14-30]. But his special praise was 
reserved for the poor widow, who gave because….because…why 
exactly did she give? 

*** 
 I’m powerfully struck by this painting by James Christensen, 
but not comfortable with it. The young widow’s face is 
compelling, and her eyes—directed at comfortably middle class 
me pecking away at my computer in my comfortable office—are 
riveting. I was also bothered, when I first saw this, that the 
people around her—presumably the rich contributors to the 
Temple—look like one more iteration of the anti-Semitic trope of 
rich, swarthy Jews. Artistically inclined anti-Semites (Richard 
Wagner, Degas, Ezra Pound) have always been able use their 
art to dog whistle kindred bigots. So repeat after me, fellow 
Christians: Jesus was a Jew! His mother Mary was a Jew! The 
earliest disciples were all Jews! Three fourths of our Bible 
consists of the Hebrew scriptures! Every Christian is a spiritual 
child of Judaism! Anti-Semitism is a sin! But I digress. 
 I have subsequently learned that the artist—a Mormon father 
of five—also does G-rated fantasy drawings (fairies, unicorns, 
mermaids). So probably the people around her are not meant to 
depict rapacious Jews, but dwarves, like those in “Lord of the 
Rings.” Besides, the widow in the Temple was not in the 
company of takers, but of givers—every one giving according to 
their means. But I chose this picture not because of them, but 
because of her. Her face is so riveting. She is beautiful in a 
swarm of homeliness. She has so little to give, and gives it 
anyway. She is looking at us. And Jesus is looking at her. 
 Poverty doesn’t make her beautiful. Her sacrificial giving 
does. She gives because…because…because? 
 Why exactly does she give? For that matter, why do we? 
 [Insert answer here]. 
         Dave 
Prayer: Almighty and loving God, may we give as you would 
have us to give, in Jesus Name, Amen.  



FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 

 Welcome New Members! It was a joy to 
welcome Scot & Marisa Hafely and their son, TJ into our 
fellowship this past Sunday by private statement of 
transfer. Scot is the WFISD Athletic Director and Marisa is 
an Educational Consultant for Region 9. The Hafely’s 
contact information is 1717 Brenda Hursh, 76302, 817-
343-8898. Welcome, Scot, Marisa & TJ! 
 
 All-American Fellowship Luncheon will be 
Sunday, November 6th, at Noon in Fellowship Hall. We 
will be celebrating Veterans Day, Election Day, and the 
Country We Love. Menu will be All-American Meatloaf 
with all the trimmings. Cost is by donation. Make your 
reservations in worship this Sunday or by calling the 
Church Office. 
 
 Thanksgiving Baskets: It is time to start 
assembling Thanksgiving baskets. Our goal this year is 
75 baskets. Grocery bags to be filled are available for pick 
up in the church office or this Sunday in the Narthex of 
both the Chapel & Sanctuary. Filled bags must be 
returned to the church by Wednesday, November 16th. 

 

YOUNG AGES PRESCHOOL 
 

KRINGLE DANISH 
 

FALL FUNDRAISER 
OCTOBER 13th – 31st  

 Apple  
 Almond 
 Blueberry 
 Cherry 
 Chocolate Pecan 

 Cream Cheese 
 Pecan 
 Raspberry 
 Cranberry 
 Christmas Kringle 

(Christmas Kringle is a seasonal delight that is layered with our 
chocolate cake filling and a touch of peppermint then topped 
with creamy icing and sprinkled with bits of red velvet cake.) 

These delicious pastries make great Christmas 
gifts. They freeze well and only take a few 

minutes to  heat up as they are fully cooked. 
 

$14.00 each 
(Kringles will be delivered, fresh,  

the week after Thanksgiving) 
 

Payment is due at the time the order is placed.  
All orders, including payment, are due by 

Monday, October 31st.   
 

Thank you in advance for supporting 
Young Ages Preschool! 

 Tea At Two Premieres November 15! 
Who doesn’t love a fragrant cup of tea on a cool autumn 
afternoon? Claudine Farrell and Renee Hoke are hosting 
a new gathering for women on Tuesday afternoons 
beginning November 15. Bring your favorite tea cup and 
join us Tuesdays at 2 pm in the Church Parlor. There will 
be hot tea, tasty treats, and a guided conversation using 
Joyce Rupp’s wonderful book “The Cup of our Life: A 
Guide for Spiritual Growth.” Everyone is welcome—bring a 
friend or neighbor! 
 
 Pantry Sunday for Interfaith Ministries will be  
Sunday, November 6th. Items for collection will be stuffing 
and macaroni & cheese. IMI and Outreach appreciate 
your gifts to this project each month. 
 
 Member News: We want to be as inclusive as 
possible with our Member News, so if you know about an 
honor someone received, an important event in 
someone’s life, or about an illness or death, please call 
the church—692-2282.  Thanks! 

Hospitalized: at URHCS is Jimmie Shirley; at 
Windmill Rehab is Joe Etoch. 



New on the Library Shelves. . . 
Lifestories by Mark Hall 
 Lifestories invites you into the heart and mind of 
Casting Crowns’, on Grammy award-winning 
Christian band, lead singer and songwriter Mark 
Hall. You will read the stories behind songs he has 
written such as “Who Am I,” “If We Are the Body,” 
“Lifesong,” and “Praise You In This Storm.” 
Lifestories reveals how God used a student pastor 
and his band comprised of youth ministry workers to 
reveal his heart for us—one moving song at a time. In 
the process, it shows us how we, too, can learn to 
find God’s voice through everyday life. 
 
The Soul of Christianity by Huston Smith 
 With stories and personal anecdotes, Smith 
presents basic beliefs and teachings of Christianity 
and argues why religious beliefs matter in today’s 
secular world. He cuts through the wide variety of 
contemporary interpretations of Christianity to 
describe Christianity’s “Great Tradition,” the 
common faith of the first millennium of believers. 
Smith believes that modern misapprehensions can 
be corrected by a fresh examination of the Christian 
world, its history, and its major branches. Such a 
study will show that authentic Christianity is both 
tolerant and substantial, traditional and relevant. 
 
The Listening Cup by Weems S. Dykes 
 This is a delightful book of poetry. It is very down
-to-earth and easy to read, with echoes of small town 
living in years gone by. The author was a Disciples 
minister who was chosen Poet Laureate of Texas in 
1981. He has had three volumes of poetry 
published. His verse celebrates life, from everyday 
chores—to emotion—to philosophical thoughts. 
 

Cossack Laughter by Fania Kruger. 
 Fania Kruger, a Poet Laureate of Texas, 
immigrated from Russia to Fort Worth at 15, then 
later moved to Wichita Falls. She is the author of 
prose and poetry which appeared in several 
magazines, and received high praise from critics, 
one of which stated that “...here is poetry of sinew 
and power and yet written from the heart.” Most of 
the poems in this collection concerns her early life in 
Russia, and the joys and sorrows of being Jewish 
there in the early nineteenth century. 
 

Take advantage of and enjoy your 
First Christian Church Library and 

its contents any time the church building is open. 

OUR WEBSITE 
Be sure to check our website for information on 
events and resources offered by First Christian 
Church! The more the website is visited the more 
popular the site becomes on the search engines 
allowing for individuals to find the site easier! Let’s 
make our church one that is easily located both in 
the community and on the web! 

http://www.firstchristianwf.com/ 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 
 Remember, if and when your postal address, 
email address, or telephone (home, work or cell) 
numbers change, the church office needs to be 
notified so that we may keep your membership 
records updated and current. 
 Also, if you are not already doing so and you 
have an email address and would like to receive the 
Challenger by email instead of regular mail just let 
Susan know at susan@firstchristianwf.com. 

THE NEIGHBORHOOD 
CONTINUES ON WEDNESDAYS! 

 
Food Truck open from 5-7:30 pm (cash only) Coffee, tea and 
lemonade available in Fellowship Hall. 
 

Worship 6-7 pm in Fellowship Hall 
After worship we’ll move outside for fellowship and fun. 
 

Young Disciples (K-5th)—Sit with your family during worship, depart 
after the Children’s Message for Young Disciples Class. 
 

Chi Rho and CYF (grades 6-12)—Attend worship together, followed by 
youth groups. 
 

Toddler and pre-school—Our children’s area in Fellowship Hall allows 
little ones and their parents to enjoy worship together. 



1 Tim Irons 
 
2 Bettye Beavers 
 Colleen James 
 Tres Ward 
 
3 Emily Ramirez 
 
4 Todd Berry 
 
5 Shelly Dalton 
 John Ferguson 
 Kathryn Ferguson 
 
6 Miriam Hardie 
 Lynda Lee 
 
7 Catherine Earley 
 Allen Hooper 
 Sharon Roach 
 Bill Tanner 
 
8 Tate Conrady 
 Jonathan Opie 
 Mike Street 
 
10 Bruce Harris 
 Tom Pettibon 
 
11 Debi Ballard 

12 Nancy Newsom 
 Candice Salas 
 Matthew Sartin 
 Glenda Tate 
 
13 Mike Spiller Jr. 
 
14 Presley Christoff 
 David Gately 
 Mark Turnbow 
 
15 Caitlin Hartman 
 
17 Marc Cannedy 
 Shanen Jarmakovitz 
 
22 Sheila Barrett 
 Joan Mapes 
 Charlotte Shepherd 
 
23 Tyler Koch 
 Amanda Opela 
 Stephanie Roman 
 Polly Tonemah 
 
25 Billy Bumgarner 
 Peggy Fitts 
 Frances Williams 
 
 

26 Everett Berry 
 Jude Berry 
 Connie Cannedy 
 Taylor Showalter 
 Janice Tull 
 
27 Jon Hartman 
 
28 Ainslee Buckley 
 
29 Patt Giddings 
 
30 Jerry Caraway 
 Larry Spradley 
 

2 Melba & Bill Anastopoulos Sr. 
 
8 Leann & Doug Elder 
 
11 Nancy & Ted Smith Jr. 
 
14 Charlotte & Barnett McNeely 
 
18 Diana & Doug Collins 
 Shirley & Mike Wilson 

If we are missing your birthday or anniversary, please help us complete our records by calling the church office, 
692-2282. We want to include all our members on this list! 



THE CHURCH STAFF. . . Home Phone Number: 
Church Number 940-692-2282 
Dr. David Hartman, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Rev. Renee Hoke, Associate Minister 692-2282 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Justin Dickey, Director of Youth & Children’s Ministries 936-645-1215 
Rev. Dave Brummett, Interim Director of Recovery Ministries 613-2112 
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Karen Bivona, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Ann Hunter, Receptionist Debbie Watson, Organist 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
FAX Number 940-696-3085 

FOR THE RECORD. . . 
The Neighborhood (Oct. 19). . . . .49 
Sunday School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 112 
8:40  Worship. . . 53  10:45 Worship. . .174 
 Total Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 227 
CGRM: Sunday Evening Ministry . . 27 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $15,842.23 
Sunday Receipts for 10/23/16 $6,363.00 
Through Oct. 24: Income $566,586.85 Expenses $640,090.45 
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This Sunday: 
8:40 & 10:45 Services: 

 

“Riches, Sin and Grace” 
Luke 19:1-10 

Dr. David B. Hartman, Jr. 

PERSECUTED CHURCH PRAYERS 
THIS WEEK ARE FOR: 

Pray that churches and other structures used for Christian 
worship in Senegal will not be burned during political protests. 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

Kerry Roach, Craig Reynolds; Ted Lauck, Presiding 
DIACONATE COMMUNION VISITATION 

Vicki Kunkle, Luke Machado, Robinsue Miller 
DIACONATE COMMUNION PREPARATION 

Philip Dudenhoeffer & Luke Machado 
OCTOBER DIACONATE SERVERS 

Debi & Larry Ballard, Vicki Kunkle, Robinsue Miller, Curtis 
Sullivan, Sherry Tucker, Philip Dudenhoeffer, Claudine Farrell, 
Andrew Allen, Bob & Mary Carlton, Colleen James, Sandra 
Ross, Diane Spiller, Ainslee Buckley, Luke Machado. 
 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday, October 30, 2016   
FIFTH SUNDAY 
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
9:30 5th Sunday Gathering (Fellowship Hall) 
9:45 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary) 
3:45 Chancel Ringers (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
NO Grow in Grace Choir (Grades K-5) (Stratten Hall) 
NO Come As You Are (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403) 
5:14 CGRM Bible Study (Rm 307) 
NO Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Scout Hall) 
6:00-8:00 Trunk or Treat (Fellowship Hall & “Staff” Parking Lot) 
6:00 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Group: 
  Anger Recovery (Rm 304) 
  Chemical Addictions Recovery (Rm 305) 
  Parenting (Rm 306) 
  Women’s C.A.R.E. (Rm 307) 
  Family Challenges (Rm 310) 
Monday, October 31, 2016 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-F) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages School (M-F) 
10:15 FCC Staff Meeting (Office) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, November 1, 2016 
11:00 Whirlwind Cluster Ministers Mtg (FCC-Iowa Park) 
2:00 Library Committee (Library) 
Wednesday, November 2, 2016   
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 405/Chapel) 
10:30 Women’s Fall Bible Study (Rm 310) 
5:00 Mid-Week Communion Service (Chapel) 
5:00-7:30 Food Truck (Outside Fellowship Hall) 
6:00-7:00 The Neighborhood Worship (Fellowship Hall) 
 [Young Disciples (K-5th) meets 6:30-8pm in Rm 402 
 & Chi Rho & CYF (6th-12th) meets 7-8pm in Rm 403] 
7:00 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Thursday, November 3, 2016 
12:15 CCF Parent Advisory Mtg (Rm 405) 
1:30 Knit Wits (Parlor) 
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