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Feed My Flock’s 
Luncheon on 
October 23rd 
to benefit the 

Chancel Choir’s 
MSU Student Fund 

The Chancel Choir invites you to a luncheon 
following church on October 23. The Feed 
My Flock group has generously offered to 

provide chicken spaghetti, salad, and 
drinks, with Chancel Choir members 

providing desserts, to benefit the Chancel 
Choir’s MSU Student Fund. This fund 

enables the choir to offer small stipends to 
MSU music majors who will come and sing 

in the Chancel Choir. Currently Sharon 
Mucker, who has been singing with us for 

the past 3 years, and Baylee Wichlan, who 
is starting her second year, are part of the 

choir. The cost for the meal will be 
donations, and you can make your 

reservation on the attendance pad in church 
or by calling the church office. We hope 

that you can come and join us for a 
great lunch. And who knows? 

There may be some music involved! 

“Music from the Movies” on October 8 featured 
selection of songs from classical to Disney. 



Across Dave’s Desk. . . 
by Senior Minister Dr. David B. Hartman, Jr. 

The Government We Deserve 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The prophet Nathan confronting David.  Angelika Kaufmann 
 
 On Sunday night, the second Presidential debate between 
Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton had an avid international 
audience. Nowhere was it watched more attentively than in Iran. 
The mullahs, whose censorship of all news sources is as tight 
as a vise, ordered the debate to be broadcast live on Iranian 
state television. They were delighted by the results. The debate, 
said  one  observer,  “was  the  best  possible  anti-American 
propaganda.” 
 The website Real Clear Politics recently averaged the latest 
results from seven separate polling sources. Donald Trump had 
a 58.0 unfavorability rating among the electorate, while Hillary 
Clinton’s was 52.5. That ranks them first and second as the 
most  unpopular  nominees  for  President  of  any  modern 
American election. Out of tens of millions of eligible citizens, 
how did it  happen that one of those two will  be our next 
President? It’s because people who live in a democracy usually 
get the government they deserve. Remember, these were the 
two the voters picked in a wide-ranging series of primaries and 
caucuses.  Despite  Mr.  Trump’s  incessant  accusations,  the 
results weren’t  rigged. Both won their  nominations fair  and 
square. Their selection is on us. What makes that selection so 
consequential  is  that  when  we  elect  a  President,  we  are 
choosing someone to be the most powerful person in the world. 
The amount of good any President can do is circumscribed by 
the Constitution’s separation of powers. But the amount of harm 
any  President  can  inflict  is  almost  limitless,  because  the 
President serves as Commander-in-Chief of the most powerful 
military in human history. Will the next one possess the cardinal 
virtues of justice, temperance, prudence and fortitude? If not, 
God help us all. 
 Tradition has it that Socrates, whose marriage to Xanthippe 
was known to be turbulent, was approached by a young man 
who told the great philosopher that he was in love but wasn’t 
sure what to do next. “Should she and I marry, or not?” the 
young  suitor  queried.  Socrates  answered,  “Whichever  you 
choose, you will regret it.” The country may anticipate deep 
regret. 
 Of course, there’s no guarantee that virtue itself will insure a 
successful Presidency. Jimmy Carter was the 20th Century’s 
most  pious and virtuous President.  But  though he was an 
exemplary human being, and has had the most praiseworthy 
post-presidency  ever,  he  was  not  an  effective  President. 
Excepting the near-miraculous Camp David Peace Accords 
between Israel and Egypt, his administration was shambolic. 
Still, except for the failed rescue of American hostages in Iran, 
which caused the deaths of eight servicemen, no Americans 
died in combat missions on Carter’s watch. For the families of 
those who serve, that is not inconsequential. 

 Of course, even good leaders can have great failings. King 
David was a model of rectitude and devotion until  he saw 
Bathsheba bathing on the roof while her husband Uriah was 
away fighting the king’s war. They had an illicit relationship, and 
Bathsheba was soon in a family way. David ordered Uriah home 
on leave, in the expectation that all would believe Bathsheba’s 
pregnancy to be the result of Uriah’s husbandly ministrations. 
But Uriah had taken a vow of celibacy until the war was over. He 
returned to the front, where David connived to have him killed in 
action. David then wed the grieving widow [II Samuel 11 & 12]. 
 After the prophet Nathan learned of this, he confronted the 
king.  David’s  guilt  and  shame  were  authentic,  and  his 
repentance was heartfelt. It is expressed in the most powerful of 
all Psalms, one attributed to David himself: 
 Have mercy on me, O God, 
  according to your steadfast love; 
 according to your abundant mercy 
  blot out my transgressions. 
 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity 
  and cleanse me from my sin. 
 For I know my transgressions, 
  and my sin is ever before me… 
 Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
  and put a new and right spirit within me… 
 The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; 
  a broken and contrite heart, O God,  
 you will not despise. 
      (Psalm 51.1-3, 10, 17) 
 
 Three  thousand  years  later,  on  September  11,  1998, 
President Bill Clinton cited Psalm 51 at the National Prayer 
Breakfast. After a series of lies and evasions, he confessed his 
illicit relationship with a White House intern—a relationship which, 
when  compounded  with  other  legal  findings,  led  to  his 
impeachment.  One  very  much  wants  to  believe  that  his 
repentance, like David’s, was authentic. But though David’s 
repentance was authentic (as was God’s forgiveness), there 
were still  consequences for  the kingdom of  Israel.  David’s 
growing sense of empowerment led to an increasing lack of self-
restraint, which led to a massive rebellion instigated by his own 
son Absalom. That rebellion almost ended David’s reign, nearly 
shattered the kingdom, and cost the lives of hundreds. Character 
matters, especially for leaders of nations. If virtue is not there 
before the election, it’s not likely to be there after. 
 David and Bathsheba’s firstborn died in infancy. A later son, 
Solomon, succeeded David to the throne. At the beginning, his 
reign was promising. At the dedication of the Temple, the Lord 
made a promise to the people that Solomon would lead: 

 If  my people, who are called by my name, humble 
themselves,  pray,  seek my face and turn from their 
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive 
their sin and heal their land.   II Chronicles 7.14] 

 
 Our next President will be the one we have chosen. We 
should not expect that person to increase in virtue; the lesson of 
history is that more power hardly ever leads to higher character. 
It will be unto us, as a people called by God’s name, to humble 
ourselves, and pray, and seek God’s face, and turn from our 
wicked ways, so that God will hear from heaven and forgive our 
sin and heal our land. 
 If we don’t, we will most assuredly get the government we 
deserve. 
         Dave 
Prayer: Almighty God and ever-merciful God, turn our hearts to 
you, and deliver us, especially from ourselves. We pray In Jesus’ 
Name. Amen. 



FCC MINISTRY NEWS AND CALENDAR HIGHLIGHTS 
 Prime Timers Luncheon will be this Sunday, 
October 16th, at 12:00 noon in the Fellowship Hall. 
 
 Open Flower Dates: If you would like to donate 
the flowers for the worship service in the Sanctuary, the 
following dates are open: October 16 & 30. Call Peggy 
Fitts, Flower Coordinator, 781-2426, to donate. 
 
 Christian Woman’s Fellowship Group 
Meetings will be as follows on Monday, October 17th: 
Group 1 will meet at 1:30 pm at Patt Giddings’ home, 
2806 Mill Valley; Group 2 will meet at 12:00 noon in Rm 
405; Group 3 will meet at 2:00 pm in Rm 405. 
 
 Persecuted Church: The Prayer Team for the 
Persecuted Church will meet on Tuesday, October 18th, at 
5:00 pm in Room 310. 
 
 October Ministry Meetings: will be Tuesday, 
October 18th, as follows:  

Education at 6:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 
Stewardship at 6:00 pm, Room 310 
Worship at 7:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

 If you will need childcare, please RSVP to the church 
office, 692-2282, by noon on Monday, October 17th. 
 
 Christian Men’s Fellowship Dinner will be 
on Thursday, October 20th, at 6:30 pm in Fellowship Hall. 
The speaker will be Wichita County Judge Woody 
Gossom. 
 
 First Time Guests! We are excited to report 
that the following persons visited for the first time this past 
Sunday: Kristopher Lawrence, Fritz Schnick, Stephanie 
Seelye & Brian Sternad. 
 
 Member News: We want to be as inclusive as 
possible with our Member News, so if you know about an 
honor someone received, an important event in 
someone’s life, or about an illness or death, please call 
the church—692-2282.  Thanks! 

Hospitalized: at Windmill Rehab is Joe Etoch. 
Our sympathies are extended to Robert & Sally 

Hastings & Family on learning of the death of Robert’s 
great-aunt, Bertha McCrossan, on October 10th. 
Graveside services will be Friday, October 14th, at 3:00 
pm at Crestview Memorial Park. 
 

 The Chancel Choir is 
beginning rehearsals for the 
Christmas cantata scheduled for 
December 11 at 10:45 service. If 
you’d like to come and sing with 
us for this special Christmas 
music, we rehearse on 

Wednesdays, and our cantata rehearsal time will be 7:45 
to 8:15pm. We hope you can join us! 
 The Chancel Ringers is looking for a few good 
music readers! We have one opening in the treble clef, 
and we can create 1 or 2 more places in the bass clef. We 
rehearse on Sundays at 3:45pm. If you’re interested, 
please call Jeanette at 781-5199 for more information. 

 Coats for Kids Fundraiser Sponsored by 
the Keystone Sunday School Class is happy 
to announce the recipients of the raffle drawing for 3 
packages of 2 tickets and transportation to see 
Broadway’s longest running show, The Phantom of the 
Opera, on October 22nd at Bass Hall in Fort Worth as 
being Roma Prassel, Cheryl Smiley and David & Cora 
Tucker. All proceeds of the raffle benefitted the Mary Sue 
Winstead Coats for Kids Ministry. 

 

YOUNG AGES PRESCHOOL 
 

KRINGLE DANISH 
 

FALL FUNDRAISER 
OCTOBER 13th – 31st  

 
(Church members may order now) 

 Apple  
 Almond 
 Blueberry 
 Cherry 
 Chocolate Pecan 

 Cream Cheese 
 Pecan 
 Raspberry 
 Cranberry 
 Christmas Kringle 

(Christmas Kringle is a seasonal delight that is layered with 
our chocolate cake filling and a touch of peppermint then 
topped with creamy icing and sprinkled with bits of red velvet 
cake.) 

These delicious pastries make great Christmas gifts. 
They freeze well and only take a few minutes to  

heat up as they are fully cooked. 
 

$14.00 each 
(Kringles will be delivered, fresh,  

the week after Thanksgiving) 
 

Payment is due at the time the order is placed. 
All orders, including payment, are due by 

Monday, October 31st.   
 

Thank you in advance for supporting 
Young Ages Preschool! 



THE CHURCH STAFF. . . Home Phone Number: 
Church Number 940-692-2282 
Dr. David Hartman, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Rev. Renee Hoke, Associate Minister 692-2282 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Justin Dickey, Director of Youth & Children’s Ministries 936-645-1215 
Rev. Dave Brummett, Interim Director of Recovery Ministries 613-2112 
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Karen Bivona, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Ann Hunter, Receptionist Debbie Watson, Organist 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
FAX Number 940-696-3085 

FOR THE RECORD. . . 
The Neighborhood (Wednesdays). . . . .41 
Sunday School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 116 
8:40  Worship. . . 43  10:45 Worship. . .196 
 Total Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 239 
CGRM: Sunday Evening Ministry . . 28 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $15,842.23 
Sunday Receipts for 10/9/16 $7,799.00 
Through Oct. 10: Income $537,265.52 Expenses $612,455.76 
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This Sunday: 
8:40 & 10:45 Services: 

 

Luke 18:1-8 
Dr. David B. Hartman, Jr. 

PERSECUTED CHURCH PRAYERS 
THIS WEEK ARE FOR: 

Pray for the safety of evangelists in Malaysia, who can be 
imprisoned for proselytizing Muslims. 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

Gary Ballard, Cathy Gately; Kenn Hill, Presiding 
DIACONATE COMMUNION VISITATION 

Larry Ballard, Andrew Allen, Shirley Craft 
DIACONATE COMMUNION PREPARATION 

Sandra Ross & Diane Spiller 
OCTOBER DIACONATE SERVERS 

Debi & Larry Ballard, Vicki Kunkle, Robinsue Miller, Curtis 
Sullivan, Sherry Tucker, Philip Dudenhoeffer, Claudine Farrell, 
Andrew Allen, Bob & Mary Carlton, Colleen James, Sandra 
Ross, Diane Spiller, Ainslee Buckley, Luke Machado. 
 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday, October 16, 2016   
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
9:45 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:00 Prime Timers Luncheon (Fellowship Hall) 
3:45 Chancel Ringers (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
5:00 Grow in Grace Choir (Grades K-5) (Stratten Hall) 
5:00 Come As You Are (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403) 
5:14 CGRM Bible Study (Rm 307) 
5:45 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Scout Hall) 
6:00 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Group: 
  Anger Recovery (Rm 304) 
  Chemical Addictions Recovery (Rm 305) 
  Parenting (Rm 306) 
  Women’s C.A.R.E. (Rm 307) 
  Family Challenges (Rm 310) 
Monday, October 17, 2016 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-F) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages School (M-F) 
10:15 FCC Staff Meeting (Office) 
12:00 CWF Group 2 (Rm 405) 
1:30 CWF Group 1 (2806 Mill Valley) 
2:00 CWR Group 3 (Rm 405) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, October 18, 2016 
2:00 Library Committee (Library) 
5:00 Prayer Team for Persecuted Church (Rm 310) 
6:00 Education Ministry Meetings (F. Hall) 
6:00 Stewardship Ministry Meeting (Rm 310) 
7:00 Worship Ministry Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 
Wednesday, October 19, 2016   
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 405/Chapel) 
10:30 Women’s Fall Bible Study (Rm 310) 
12:15 Young Ages School Staff Meeting (Rm 217) 
5:00 Mid-Week Communion Service (Chapel) 
5:00-7:30 Family Meal (Fellowship Hall/Food Truck) 
6:00-8:00 The Neighborhood (Fellowship Hall) 

(Worship, Young Disciples, Chi Rho & CYF) 
7:00 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Thursday, October 20, 2016 
9:00 CWF Group 3 Birthday Breakfast (IHOP on SW Pkwy) 
1:30 Knit Wits (Parlor) 
6:30 Christian Men’s Fellowship Dinner (Fellowship Hall) 


