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Then Job answered:  
‘How long will you torment me, 
   and break me in pieces with words?  
These ten times you have cast reproach upon me; 
   are you not ashamed to wrong me?  
And even if it is true that I have erred, 
   my error remains with me.  
If indeed you magnify yourselves against me, 
   and make my humiliation an argument against me,  
know then that God has put me in the wrong, 
   and closed his net around me.  
Even when I cry out, “Violence!” I am not answered; 
   I call aloud, but there is no justice.  
He has walled up my way so that I cannot pass, 
   and he has set darkness upon my paths.  
He has stripped my glory from me, 
   and taken the crown from my head.  
He breaks me down on every side, and I am gone, 
   he has uprooted my hope like a tree.  
He has kindled his wrath against me, 
   and counts me as his adversary.  
His troops come on together; 
   they have thrown up siege-works against me, 
   and encamp around my tent.  
 
‘He has put my family far from me, 
   and my acquaintances are wholly estranged from me.  
My relatives and my close friends have failed me;  
   the guests in my house have forgotten me; 
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my serving-girls count me as a stranger; 
   I have become an alien in their eyes.  
 
I call to my servant, but he gives me no answer; 
   I must myself plead with him.  
My breath is repulsive to my wife; 
   I am loathsome to my own family.  
Even young children despise me; 
   when I rise, they talk against me.  
All my intimate friends abhor me, 
   and those whom I loved have turned against me.  
My bones cling to my skin and to my flesh, 
   and I have escaped by the skin of my teeth.  
Have pity on me, have pity on me, O you my friends, 
   for the hand of God has touched me!  
Why do you, like God, pursue me, 
   never satisfied with my flesh?  
 
‘O that my words were written down! 
   O that they were inscribed in a book!  
O that with an iron pen and with lead 
   they were engraved on a rock for ever!  
For I know that my Redeemer lives, 
   and that at the last he will stand upon the earth;  
and after my skin has been thus destroyed, 
   then in my flesh I shall see God,  
whom I shall see on my side, 
   and my eyes shall behold, and not another. 
   My heart faints within me!  
If you say, “How we will persecute him!” 
   and, “The root of the matter is found in him”;  
be afraid of the sword, 
   for wrath brings the punishment of the sword, 
   so that you may know there is a judgement.’  
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Ephesians 1.3-14 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed 
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he 
chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and 
blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children 
through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the 
praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 
In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace that he lavished on us. With 
all wisdom and insight he has made known to us the mystery of his will, 
according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the 
fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things 
on earth. In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been 
destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things 
according to his counsel and will, so that we, who were the first to set our 
hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. In him you also, 
when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 
had believed in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy 
Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance towards redemption as God’s 
own people, to the praise of his glory. 
 
 
 Why do the innocent suffer? C.S. Lewis said that question is the 

atheist’s greatest weapon against the believer. It certainly did a number on 

me, back in college, when I had my strange interlude in the Neverland, 

Neverland of disbelief. Let me give you some possible answers as to why 

the good suffer. Each comes from an authentic religious or philosophical 

tradition. 

 1)  “They’re paying for the sins of a previous life.” That answer 

comes from Hinduism and it’s quite an elegant, all-compassing response. 
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Payback for the wrongs you’ve done, even if they were done in a previous 

life, is called “karma.” You get what you deserve, even if you don’t 

remember what it was you did in your previous incarnation. That’s the 

kind of answer that might make someone quietly submissive to their 

circumstances or caste: “It’s all my fault—I’m not sure why, but it must 

all be my fault.” 

 2)  “Because God doesn’t exist.” That, of course, is the philosophical 

tradition of atheism, which denies the very existence of God. If you 

believe that God doesn’t exist, then every bad thing that happens is either 

an accident of nature or an incidental circumstance or behavior on behalf 

of someone who behaved against the “psychobiological foundation” of 

ethics, which are predicted on an “enlightened self-interest.” I actually got 

that answer from the American Atheist website, in an article entitled 

“Ethics Without Gods.” 

 3)  “Because God—or gods—do exist but are fundamentally cruel.” 

That’s the premise of various ancient religions. For example, in Norse 

mythology, you’ve got good Odin and bad Loki, but in the end the Frost 

Giants will take them all out. Or Zoroastrianism, which says there are two 

gods, one good and one bad, and it’s touch and go as to which will prevail 

in the end. 

 4)  “Who knows?” That’s basically the premise of nihilism, which 

says that life has no purpose, no meaning, no value, and that morals 

basically do not exist. 
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 5) “Do you really want to know?” That’s the answer I found on an 

Orthodox Jewish website, called Chabad. It was actually a very thoughtful 

piece, by a rabbi in Australia named Aron Moss, who wrote, 

If this ultimate question were answered, then we would be able to 
make peace with the suffering of innocents. And that is 
unthinkable. Worse than innocent people suffering is others 
watching their suffering unmoved. And that's exactly what would 
happen if we were to understand why innocents suffer. We would 
no longer be bothered by their cry, we would no longer feel their 
pain, because we would understand why it is happening. 
 

 6)  “Nobody who really suffers is innocent. The only way to really 

address your own suffering is to first confess your sin.” That’s the 

perspective of Job’s three friends. By way of recap, Job is a powerful book 

that addresses that very question of why the good suffer. Job is a work of 

literature, not history, which means it’s metaphorically true, as opposed to 

literally true. In it, a rich and happy man named Job is very good in the 

eyes of God. Satan tells God that Job is only good because his life is so 

fortunate, and that if he really suffered, he wouldn’t be nearly so good. 

Satan asks permission to test his thesis, which God gives, but tells Satan 

he cannot take his life. Satan then arranges for Job to lose all of his 

children, all of his wealth, and his health. Job is reduced to misery and 

pain, his heart filled with grief, his body covered in boils. Incidentally, if 

you feel uncomfortable with this depiction of God conniving in Satan’s 

infliction of pain on an innocent person, you’re meant to. Job’s wife tells 
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him to curse God and die, but Job won’t curse God. His three friends, 

Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar, come by to comfort him, but they wind up 

saying he must have done something really bad, and it’s in his best interest 

to go ahead and admit what it is. But he hasn’t, and he won’t confess to a 

sin, or a crime, he didn’t commit. And he continually cries out that he 

knows his redeemer lives, and at some point, he’s going to be found 

innocent. 

 It’s at this point that I want to show the first clip from Les 

Miserables, based on the classic work by Victor Hugo. The setting is 

France in the early 19th Century. Jean Valjean, portrayed by Hugh 

Jackman, is paroled after having served 19 years as a galley slave—five 

years for stealing bread to feed his sister’s starving child, and an additional 

fourteen for trying to escape. Police Inspector Javert hands him his parole 

papers and asks if he knows what they mean. Valjean says it means he is 

free. No, says Javert, those papers are a badge of shame that will follow 

him until he dies; they will warn all who encounter him that he is a 

dangerous man. As Valjean sets off on his long trek homeward, he is 

turned away by innkeepers and prospective employers and beaten by local 

thugs. At last, he is given refuge by a kindly bishop. After being fed and 

sheltered, Valjean steals some of the bishop’s silverware and flees into the 

night, but is promptly caught and arrested. 
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[Note: If you want to see this clip, and have access to the internet, Google 

“The Bishop’s Song from Les Miserables.” It will link you to the video on 

YouTube. The entire video may also be checked out of the church library]. 

 I happen to believe that Les Miserables (which means “The Wretched 

Poor”) is the greatest Christian movie ever made. More than anything else, 

it is about redemption, about being saved and transformed. In the Bible, 

redemption means multiple things—it means being set from slavery and 

bondage. It means having our debts forgiven. It means being set free, 

including free from the habits and faults and fears that have made us less 

than God wants us to be. The world may exact its due penalty from us for 

our crimes, or perceived crimes. But as creatures made for eternity, we can 

take comfort in the assurance of our eternal redemption. For Christians, 

that redemption is based upon the loving sacrifice of Jesus Christ, who 

gave himself for us. Redemption requires not only the grace of Jesus 

Christ, it also requires awareness of our own sinfulness; the grace-directed 

capacity to forgive and accept forgiveness; an openness to letting God’s 

Holy Spirit transform us into the Christ-like person we are redeemed to be. 

That’s what happens to the character of Jean Valjean. To transform his 

anger and bitterness at his unjust suffering required an act of love from 

someone who manifested the love of Christ. 

 A lot happens in the movie. Valjean adopts a little girl named 

Cosette, whose dying mother Fantine had entrusted to him. He saves the 

life of a wounded young man Cosette loves by carrying him through a 
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sewer. He even saves the life of Javert, who had persecuted him—but 

Javert didn’t believe in forgiveness, including his own, and took his own 

life. Again and again, Valjean uses his own redemption to help save others 

of God’s people. In the end, he suffers a heart attack and takes refuge in a 

church. And here, we reach the culmination. If you haven’t seen it yet, the 

angelic looking young woman who comes to Valjean is Fantine, Cosette’s 

late mother. She is played by Anne Hathaway. 

[To see this clip, Google “Les Miserables Epilogue.” Again, it will link 

you to the video on YouTube] 

 Why do the good suffer? We may never know in this life, but in 

God’s heaven, we will. We will be redeemed, because Jesus Christ is our 

redeemer. The cross is the sign of our redemption—an instrument of 

torture transformed into a symbol of hope, life and love everlasting. In the 

divine economy, God wastes no pain.  Love endures, self-sacrifice is 

honored, and the suffering are redeemed, if not in this life than in the 

communion of saints, and the fellowship of heaven, where pain and 

sorrow are no more, and the tear is wiped from every eye; where in the 

end, through God’s mercy, grace prevails and we are well and truly 

redeemed. 

           Amen. 
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