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 The deadline is approaching 
for donating over-the-counter 
medication that will be used by 
medical missionaries around the 
world. FCC is partnering with 
FAME, a non-profit ministry 
founded to send help and hope to 
the world in the name of Christ 
through medical evangelism. 
 In the months of May-July, 
FAME will be mobilizing medical 
mission teams to the countries of 
India and Honduras. In 2016, 
teams have already gone to 
Myanmar, India, and Guatemala. 
When teams go out, they take 
with them a variety of medicines 
and vitamins to use in the field. 
Medicine types range from over 
the counter medicines like 
Tylenol, Ibuprofen, antifungal 
creams and eye drops, to life 
saving antibiotics. The team also 
gives every patient a one month's 
supply of vitamins to help with 
their overall physical well-being. 
FAME's inventory on over the 
counter medicines is at a critically 
low point. FAME depends on 

donated medicines to take on 
each of its medical mission trips. 
 

 The items most needed at 
this time are: 
 Analgesics--

(Acetaminophen, Ibuprofen) 
for infants, children and 
adults (please no Aspirin) 

 Gastrointestinal--Pepto-
Bismol, Tums, Ranitidine, 
Cimetidine 

 Drops--Eye Drops 
(lubricating) 

 Topicals--Anti-fungal and 
Anti-itch 

 Vitamins--Prenatal, infant 
drops, children's chewable, 
and adult (please no gummy 
vitamins) 

 

 Bring your donations to 
church on Sunday and the 
Committee for the Persecuted 
Church will take care of packing 
the items and shipping them to 
F A M E  h e a d q u a r t e r s  i n 
Indianapolis. Thanks in advance 
for your generosity. Too find out 
more about our medical 
missionary partners, visit 
www.facebook.com/FAMEworld. 

LOVING OUR NEIGHBORS AROUND THE WORLD 
 

DONATION DEADLINE FOR 
CARDBOARD PHARMACY IS MAY 1 

ANOTHER 
OUTSTANDING 

CAR SHOW 

Unlimited sunshine glinted off classic 
cars Saturday at the 7th annual Cruisin’ 
for Christ Car Show. James Blasi, one 
of the founders of the FCC car show, 
served as emcee, passing out door 
prizes from local sponsors before he 
handed out the awards. Youth group 
members served throughout the event 
including at the concession stand. The 
car show is an important fundraiser for 
the summer youth mission trip. Youth 
Minister Justin Dickey and CYF 
sponsor Doug Thompson made sure 
that everything was running smoothly 
throughout the day. Thanks to all those 
who supported the event! 



Across Dave’s Desk. . . 
This week Senior Minister David Hartman continues his series on Faith and Science. 

DARWIN AND “THE FAVORED RACES” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Original title page of Darwin’s “On the Origin of Species by 
Means of Natural Selection or the Preservation of Favoured 

Races in the Struggle for Life.” 
 
 When Charles Darwin was laid to rest in Westminster 
Abbey, one of the most historic sites in Christendom, very few 
knew of his deep antipathy toward the faith. His theory of 
evolution by natural selection had divided Christians, but he 
himself had been circumspect about his own religious beliefs. 
Some of his greatest scientific mentors had been devout 
Christians; Darwin himself had once studied for the ministry. 
As he began to build a case for natural selection, he at first 
believed that what he found would glorify God: that Creation on 
the basis of natural laws, rather than miracles, “should exalt 
our notion of the power of the omniscient Creator.” Indeed, in 
his On The Origin of Species, the word “Creation,” or its 
cognates, appear over 100 times. The word “evolved” is only 
used once; it is the last word in the book. 
 I am convinced that Darwin’s religious estrangement 
arose not from his scientific discoveries but from his desolating 
grief at the death of loved ones, especially his ten year old 
daughter, Annie. Not until seventy years after his death did his 
heirs release his full, unexpurgated autobiography, in which he 
said he could not see how anyone, including his beloved, 
pious wife, Emma, “could wish Christianity to be true,” and 
declared salvation by faith “a damnable doctrine” since it would 
have “sentenced my father and brother to hell.” It goes without 
saying that Darwin’s caricature does not fairly represent the full 
Christian teaching about God’s grace in Jesus Christ. The 
point is, his descent into atheism was not the result of scientific 
research. Rather, grief-wracked and despondent, he professed 
to no longer believe in a God at whom he was angry, and 
whose purposes he found confounding. 

 Emma did not attend her husband’s funeral, which 
featured a new anthem based on Proverbs 3: 
 Happy is the man that findeth wisdom and getteth 

understanding... 
 She is more precious than rubies, and all that thou hast 

cannot be compared unto her. 
 Length of days is in her right hand; and in her left hand 

riches and honor. 
 Her ways are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are 

peace. 
 
 In his scientific quests, Darwin found wisdom and gained 
understanding; but his were not all “ways of pleasantness,” nor 
“paths of peace.” Despite his disdain for Biblical literalism, his 
own understanding of truth was itself literal, and based solely 
on empiricism—i.e, conclusions about reality based solely 
observation, experiment and sensory perception. That 
commitment made him perhaps the greatest of all naturalists, 
and he was unquestionably a man of courage, genius and 
intellectual integrity. But his almost-creedal commitment to 
empiricism as the only possible means of discerning truth 
precluded any consideration of divine revelation. By contrast, 
his wife Emma found great consolation in her Christian faith, 
which promised a heavenly reunion with their beloved 
daughter. Emma. She also prayed fervently for her husband’s 
soul. 
 Some Christians were outraged by On the Origin of 
Species, believing it contradicted the Biblical account of 
Creation. Other Christians thought its premise interesting, 
scientifically plausible, and not a threat to faith. One of those 
who thought that was an Augustinian monk named Gregor 
Mendel. But the ethical issue that arose from Darwin’s work 
was not whether it contradicted the Bible, but the application of 
its conclusions to human society. The full title of the book is On 
the Origin of Species by Natural Selection, or the Preservation 
of Favoured Races by the Struggle for Life. Contemplate that 
last half of the title: “The Preservation of Favoured Races by 
the Struggle for Life.” Social Darwinism—“the survival of the 
fittest”—became the philosophical underpinning of the eugenics 
movement, which sought to increase the number of people with 
desirable traits, and reduce, or eliminate, those with 
undesirable ones. Of course, what constitutes a desirable, or 
undesirable, trait, can be subjective. The Nazis and the Ku 
Klux Klan had very definite ideas about who “the favored races” 
were, which persons had desirable and undesirable traits, and 
how human society would best be served by the survival of the 
fittest. Darwin, a kindly and humane man, would have been 
appalled by that monstrous application of his science, but ideas 
are often incarnated into deeds. 
 Contrast Social Darwinism with the Biblical perspective 
that all people are made in the image of God; that the second 
greatest Commandment is to love our neighbors as ourselves; 
that “God so loved the world” (which includes everybody in it) 
“that he gave his only begotten Son so that whosoever believes 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” Those may 
not be empirically verifiable propositions (neither is the 
Preamble to the Declaration of Independence) but in terms of 
bringing hope, dignity and compassion into human society, 
there is no question as to which has the kinder, gentler record. 
         Dave 
Prayer: O loving God, may your love and mercy be the sure 
foundation on which we stand, in Jesus Name, Amen. 



PRIME TIMERS LUNCHEON 
This Sunday, May 1, 

12:00 noon, Fellowship Hall 

PANTRY SUNDAY - MAY 1 
 Pantry Sunday for Interfaith Ministries will be this 
Sunday, May 1st. Items for collection will be powdered 
milk & canned milk. IMI and Outreach appreciate your 
gifts to this project each month. 

Don’t Forget to “Like Us” on 

FIRST TIME GUESTS 
 We are excited to report that the following 
persons visited for the first time this past Sunday: 
Bobby Dickey. 

MEMBER NEWS 
Hospitalized: at URHCS is Harry Gordon; at The 

Gables is Doris Robbins. 
Congratulations to Rachel & James Spiller on the 

birth of their daughter, Remi Lou Spiller, on April 25th. 
Proud grandparents are Diane & Mike Spiller Jr., and 
great-grandparents are Dot & James Irl Montgomery. 
We want to be as inclusive as possible with our Member News, so if you know 
about an honor someone received, an important event in someone’s life, or about 
illness or death, please call the church—692-2282.  Thanks! 

SAVE THE DATE 

for 

VACATION 

BIBLE SCHOOL 
 

July 25-29 
9:00am - 12:00 pm 

 
4 year olds - 4th Grade 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY’S 
PARADE OF HOMES 

 Each year the Parade of Homes benefits Habitat for 
Humanity by the small charge for touring the houses. 
Volunteers are needed at each location on the tour to sell 
tickets and mark the tickets as purchasers visit each 
house. Volunteers receive detailed but easy instructions. 
To sign up for a slot, call Carla Dowlen, 940-716-9300. 
The times and dates are as follows: 
 

Friday, June 3  6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
Saturday, June 4 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. (2 hour shifts) 
Sunday, June 5  1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. (2 hour shifts) 
 
Friday, June 10  6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 
Saturday, June 11 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. (2 hour shifts) 
Sunday, June 12 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. (2 hour shifts) 

 FROM THE MAILBOX. . . 
 

The President, the Faculty 
and 

The Graduation Class 
of 

Texas State University 
College of Education 

Announce the Graduation of 
Melanie Anne Hernandez 

on 
Thursday, the Twelfth of May 

Two Thousand Sixteen 
with a 

Bachelor of Science Degree 
Interdisciplinary Studies 

Magna Cum Laude 
Commencement Ceremonies will be held at 

Strahan Coliseum at 10:00 a.m. 
 

* * * * * 
 

Dear First Christian Church, 
 On behalf of the administration, faculty, staff and 
students of Jarvis Christian College, I wish to 
acknowledge receipt of your gift in the amount of $500.00. 
Your contribution will be used for the Fund for the Future. 
We are truly grateful for your continued support of Jarvis 
and your belief in our mission of education the “head, 
heart and hand”. A gift receipt is attached for your records. 
 A large number of students attending Jarvis are first-
generation college students. With help from generous, 
committed donors like you, Jarvis continues to provide 
much needed tuition assistance to these students. Many 
of whom otherwise might not have an opportunity to 
attend college, to grow intellectually, personally and 
spiritually in an academic environment, and to reap 
innumerable benefits associated with a college degree. 
Your support makes the difference. 
 Again, thank you for supporting Jarvis Christian 
College! 
        Sincerely, 
        Lester C. Newman 
        President 



SUNDAY ELDER COMMUNION VISITATION 
 The Elders will be happy to take communion to 
anyone who can’t come to the worship service. Call the 
church office and your name will be added to our list. 
 

SERMONS 
 Each Sunday the previous week’s sermon is available 
in print form in the Narthex of the Chapel and Sanctuary. 
Sermons are also available on our website, 
www.firstchristianwf.com, under the “Resources” tab. 
 

PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE 
IF A CHURCH MEMBER IS HOSPITALIZED 

 Due to a policy change and the HIPAA law, if a 
church member enters any hospital, the church office now 
needs for the patient, a family member, a friend, or 
another church member to call and tell us. If in doubt, go 
ahead and call us as we would prefer to receive several 
calls about someone being hospitalized, than us not 
knowing at all! 

New on the Library Shelves. . . 
The National Archives of the United States - Herman J. 
Viola 
 Viola is the perfect guide to the Archives, expertly 
leading us through our nation’s history with facts, figures, 
and anecdotes. Stunning pictures—106 in full color (261 in 
all) were created especially for this book, illustrating the 
objects and documents discussed in the text. You can 
delight in discovering America’s story. 
 

Take advantage of and enjoy your 
First Christian Church Library and 

its contents any time the church building is open. 

Young Ages School 
2016-17 Enrollment Has Begun 

Registration packets are available in the hallway. 
For more information, please call Karen Bivona, Director, 

in the Young Ages office, 692-3640. 

Summer camp registration 
 

Niners Camp (9th) 
June 13-18th 

 9’ers focuses on leadership development and 
spirituality. Campers are taught ways to strengthen 
their faith practices and how to use their gifts and 
talents to serve God. 
 Cost: $370 before May15, $410 after May 15. 
 

CYF Conference (10th-12th) 
June 13-18th 

 Conference 2015 will focus on who we are as the 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). What do we 
believe and why? Reconnect with God and new and 
old friends during this one of a kind week that you 
will never forget. 
 Cost: $370 before May15, $410 after May 15. 
 

Chi Rho Camp(6th-7th) 
June 20-25th 

 Chi Rho Camp is one of the most unique and 
memorable experiences of all our summer camps. 
The week is filled with silly large groups games, 
small groups where we practice talking about our 
faith, worship experiences and great keynotes. 
 Cost: $355 before May15, $395 after May 15. 
 

8ers (8th) 
June 26-July 2nd 

 AKA “Created to Be Me” Camp, 8’ers is designed 
to teach campers about spirituality and sexuality 
through a wonderful Christian curriculum. Parents 
will receive detailed information about each day’s 
topic and theme after they enroll their camper in the 
session. 
 Cost: $420 before May15, $460 after May 15. 
 

JYF (3rd-5th) 
August 1-5 

 JYF campers will engage faith and Bible stories 
through interactive learning stations and creative 
and energetic worship experiences. Arts and crafts, 
games, swimming are also part of the experience. 
This year's theme is "Fearless Faith". Campers will 
learn about the church and the important role that 
they play in it. 
 Cost: $295 before May15, $335 after May 15 
 
 

Register at: 
www.disciplescrossing.org/registration/ 

 
Questions? 

Contact: Justin Dickey 
936-645-1215 or jdickey14@gmail.com 

OUR WEBSITE 
 Be sure to check our website for information on 
events and resources offered by First Christian Church! 
The more the website is visited the more popular the site 
becomes on the search engines allowing for individuals 
to find the site easier! Let’s make our church one that is 
easily located both in the community and on the web! 

http://www.firstchristianwf.com/ 

MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 
 Remember, if and when your postal address, email 
address, or telephone (home, work or cell) numbers 
change, the church office needs to be notified so that we 
may keep your membership records updated and current. 
 Also, if you are not already doing so and you have an 
email address and would like to receive the Challenger by 
email instead of regular mail just let Susan know at 
susan@firstchristianwf.com. 



1 Dana Allison 
 Gaylan Judah 
 Mirayah Opela 
 Treva Spradley 
 Emily Wilson 
 
2 Chad Pontius 
 
3 Joe Barrett 
 Amy Pontius 
 
4 Jim LaValley 
 
5 John Cook 
 Jerry Johnson 
 Greyson Westbrook 
 
6 Lela Burross 
 Brenda Elrod 
 Rachel McLaughlin 
 Kelly Murphey 
 
8 Delight Clements 
 Sandrea Marvel 
 
9 Elise Allen 
 
10 Linda McCoy 
 Lita Watson 
 

11 Cheryl Appling 
 Wendi Jo Miller 
 Judy Muir 
 Cheryl Smiley 
 
12 Linda C. Carr 
 
15 Lily Barker 
 Debbi Schmidt 
 
17 Doug Mapes 
 Christopher McKenzie 
 Lonny Morrison 
 Mary Schrieber 
 Beverly Ward 
 
18 Lauren Johnson 
 
20 Janee Davis 
 Fred Farrell 
 
22 Leann Elder 
 Scott Poole 
 Steven Young 
 
23 Emalee Gentry 
 Margaret Harris 
 Shirle Kerbow 
 Betty Rafuse 
 Glorie Steele 

24 Jack Brunson 
 Ethan Earley 
 
25 Phyllis Hiraki 
 Sue Wineinger 
 
27 Chesta Owens 
 Julia Ward 
 Paula Zahn 
 
28 Eric Hartman 
 Doug Thompson 
 Eddie Tucker 
 
29 Ann Gunn 
 

16 Ruth & Don Terry 
 
17 Ashley & Richard Barker 
 
27 Gidget & Michael Pettibon 

If we are missing your birthday or anniversary, please help us complete our records by calling the church office, 
692-2282. We want to include all our members on this list! 



THE CHURCH STAFF. . . Home Phone Number: 
Church Number 940-692-2282 
Dr. David Hartman, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Rev. Renee Hoke, Associate Minister 692-2282 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Justin Dickey, Director of Youth & Children’s Ministries 936-645-1215 
Rev. Erin Taylor, Director of Recovery Ministries 337-304-3038 
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Karen Bivona, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Pam Poulos, Receptionist Debbie Watson, Organist 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
FAX Number 940-696-3085 

FOR THE RECORD. . . 
Sunday School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99 
8:40  Worship. . . 46  10:45 Worship. . .200 
 Total Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 246 
CGRM: Sunday Evening Ministry . . 28 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $15,842.23 
Sunday Receipts for 4/24/16 $8,325.00 
Through April 25: Income $230,462.53 Expenses $245,321.59 
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This Sunday: 
8:40 & 10:45 Services: 

“When God Leads Us 
Where We Don’t Want to Go” 

Acts 16:6-15 
Dr. David B. Hartman, Jr. 

PERSECUTED CHURCH PRAYERS 
THIS WEEK ARE FOR: 

Pray that restrictions on Bibles and Christian materials will be 
lifted in Brunei. 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

Kenn Hill, Cathy Gately; Gary Ballard, Presiding 
DIACONATE COMMUNION VISITATION 

Shirley Craft, Jill Griffin, Brandi Brannon 
DIACONATE COMMUNION PREPARATION 

Kathleen Lauck & Sandra Whatley 
MAY DIACONATE SERVERS 

Jody & Brandi Brannon, Kay Jackson, June Lemmon, James Poole, Billy 
Thacker, Catherine Earley, Caitlin Hartman, Kathleen Lauck, Michael 
Pettibon, Sandra Whatley, Lee DeVilbiss, Jill Griffin, Jon Hartman, 
Debbie & Mark Turnbow. 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Saturday, April 30, 2016 
9:30 Young Disciples Group (Grades K-5) Mystery Trip 
Sunday, May 1, 2016   
PANTRY SUNDAY 
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
9:45 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:00 Prime Timers Luncheon (Fellowship Hall) 
NO Chancel Ringers (Stratten Hall) 
5:00 Come As You Are (Grades 6-12) (Room 403C) 
5:14 CGRM Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Groups: 
  Anger Recovery (Rm 304) 
  Chemical Addictions Recovery (Rm 305) 
  Parenting (Rm 306) 
  Women’s C.A.R.E. (Rm 307) 
  Family Challenges (Rm 310) 
7:00 CGRM Dinner (Fellowship Hall) 
Monday, May 2, 2016 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-F) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages School (M-F) 
10:15 FCC Staff Meeting (Office) 
4:30 CCF Staff Meeting (Rm 402) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, May 3, 2016 
11:00 Whirlwind Cluster Ministers’ Mtg (FCC-Nocona) 
2:00 Library Committee (Library) 
6:00 Executive Council Meeting (Rm 310) 
Wednesday, May 4, 2016   
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 402/Chapel) 
12:00 YAS Staff Mtg (Rm 217) 
5:00 Mid-Week Communion Service (Chapel) 
5:30 Feast Fellowship Meal (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00-7:00 Adult Group (Fellowship Hall) 
  Young Disciples Group (Grades K-5) (Rms 309/311) 
  Chi Rho/CYF (Grades 6-12) (FH/Rm 403C) 
7:00-8:30 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Thursday, May 5, 2016   
1:30 Knit Wits (Parlor) 
Friday, May 6, 2016 
2:45 CCF Mother’s Day Tea (Fellowship Hall) 
Saturday, May 7, 2016 
9:30 Leave on Chi Rho & CYF (Grades 6-12) Mystery Trip 
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