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“I Feel Safe Here” 
By Rev. Erin Taylor, 

Director of Common Ground Recovery Ministries 
 
 Teaching a parenting class for families and 
individuals, the majority of whom having been 
referred by CPS, is like walking a tight rope. I 
tread lightly while trying to figure out if the children 
have been removed from the home or if they’re 
still living with their parent(s) and while I hear 
much about their children, I rarely have the 
opportunity to meet them. About 8 weeks into our 
12 week program, one of the couples began 
bringing their children on Sunday evenings. The 
children started participating with the Young 
Disciples group and joining us for dinner on 
Sunday evenings following the CGRM classes. 
While having a conversation with the parents, I 
could hear the children playing and laughing in the 
fellowship hall and midway through the meal, their 
daughter came up to us and said, “Mom, I 
REALLY like this church! I feel safe here.” 
 This young girl helped me to redefine how I 
understand the word ‘sanctuary.’ Though she had 
never stepped foot in the Narthex and had never 
sat in a church pew, she recognized this as a holy 
and safe place. The atmosphere of the Young 
Disciples, the warm meals provided by the Sunday 
School classes, and the skills her parents were 
refining helped to create a sense of ‘sanctuary’ 

and peace. The goal of Common Ground 
Recovery Ministries may be to nurture those on 
the path to healing, sobriety, safety, and 
wholeness but our goal as followers of Jesus 
Christ is to help all those we meet say those same 
words, “I really like this church! I feel safe here.” It 
may feel unconventional and it may at times be 
uncomfortable, but by offering the same hospitality 
that Jesus demanded of his disciples, we are able 
to share the love of God in a truly remarkable way. 
 This family has since completed the parenting 
class and has even joined us for worship on 
Easter morning. Over the past 8 months, I have 
met many families, heard countless stories, and 
witnessed multiple “Easter” moments – moments 
when good triumphs over addiction and hope 
shines through the stones that weigh us down. 
Common Ground is much more than a Sunday 
evening ministry – it is a ministry to the community 
that can impact a lifetime. Common Ground gives 
us the opportunity to bring the Gospel to life and to 
take the sanctuary out of the building. 



 One of the things I like best about the honor of 
preaching to my church family is having the 
conversation continue in the week that follows. 
Monday night over dinner, a friend commented on the 
meditation lessons I took while I was a student at 
A&M. Over six weeks I practiced bringing my 
wandering thoughts back to a mantra I had been 
given. Many years later I attended an overnight retreat 
where I learned the basics of centering prayer. It was 
a similar exercise of sitting quietly and pulling my 
thoughts back to simply being present to God. No 
words or petitions. Just resting in God’s presence. 
 My friend told me he identified with the mind-that-
wanders-during-prayer problem. He likes to use the 
time he spends driving to the office in the morning to 
pray for his grown children and their families. But he 
finds himself five minutes into the prayer already 
thinking about something else. He was frustrated with 
his short attention span. 
 I shared that during my first few meditation 
lessons, I would develop a headache. My instructor 
said that was common for beginners and explained 
that I was trying too hard to redirect my thoughts. 
 “Don’t try to snap your mind back to the mantra,” 
he warned. “That’s too abrupt. Next time you find your 
mind wandering, gently release that thought and 
slowly redirect your attention.” The headaches ceased 
as I followed his advice. 
 Maybe there’s something constructive we can do 
when our minds wander in prayer. Say that I am in the 
car praying for my sons Ben and Andy and I find 
myself constructing a mental grocery list. When that 
happens I take a moment to thank God for giving me 
the resources to shop for food whenever I want. Then 
I can ask God to use me to help those who are 
hungry. Then I return to praying for my children. 
 It’s the prayer equivalent of the Texas Two Step! 
“Thank you _____. Use me _____.” You fill in the 
blanks and resume your prayer. It turns out that even 
the interruptions are holy when we’re talking with God. 

         Renee 

JOHN MUIR SCHOLARSHIP 
REACHES ENDOWMENT GOAL 

 Brite Divinity School and First Christian Church of 
Wichita Falls is pleased to announce that the John T. 
Muir, Jr. Memorial Ministerial Scholarship has reached its 
minimum endowment goal of $25,000. The scholarship, 
established in 2013 through the generosity of the 
members of First Christian Church, is named in honor of 
the Rev. Dr. John T. Muir, Jr., a Brite alumnus and 
beloved minister of First Christian Church from 1976-
1994. 
 The Muir Scholarship is a significant investment in the 
future of Christ’s church, enabling students in need to 
receive an education at Brite Divinity School. In the 
selection of recipients, primary consideration will be given 
to Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) students who are 
pursuing education and training in ministry. 
 The support afforded by the Muir Scholarship will 
make a tangible difference in the lives of Brite students 
and their families for many years to come. 
 First Christian Church will continue to contribute to the 
corpus of the Muir Scholarship to further its impact on 
students at Brite. Contributions to the fund may be made 
directly to Brite Divinity School via the contact information 
below or through offerings to First Christian Church clearly 
designated for the John Muir Scholarship. 
 
Brandon Cline 
Senior Major Gifts Officer 
Brite Divinity School 
TCU Box 298130 
Fort Worth, TX 76129 
(817) 257-5003 
brandon.cline@tcu.edu 

Mindfulness and Prayer 



New on the Library Shelves. . . 
A Touch of His Freedom by Charles Stanley 
 For years my spiritual life was like a roller coaster, 
with fewer ups than down. My problem was not one of 
desire. I wished with all my heart to please God. After a 
sleepless night, I realized that I must relinquish to Him 
control of my entire life. With is promise in my heart I 
began to apply the principles that follow in this book. In 
doing so, I experienced a touch of freedom that 
transformed my life. I pray that God will use this book to 
expose areas of bondage in your life, and more important 
that the truth will set you free. 
      (excerpt from Introduction) 
       Charles Stanley 
 
100 Portraits of Christ by Henry Gariepy 
 This book can strengthen your faith and deepen your 
relationship with God’s might Son — through inspiring, 
informative studies of His matchless names and titles. 
“God...has highly exalted Him, and given Him a name 
which is above every name, that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow.” 
 
The Last Gospel, “A Quest for the Gospel of Judas 
Iscariot” by Herbert Krosney 
 Is a startlingly different story of Judas from the one 
handed down through the ages. It was denounced as 
heresy by the early church and faded from sight.  
 Krosney, a master storyteller and skilled investigative 
journalist, tells of its discovery and how its meaning was 
painstakingly teased from its ancient Coptic script.  
 Published by National Geographic, it is one of the 
great detective stories of biblical archaeology. 
 
The Heavenly Man by Brother Yun 
 This astonishing book will form a watershed in your 
spiritual life. 
 “You may begin reading it on your couch, but you will 
finish it on your knees” - Reinhard Bonnke, evangelist. 
 

New Children’s Books in the Library: 
 Henry’s Awful Mistake by Robert Luackenbush 
 Noah’s Ark by Roy McKie 
 The Little Engine That Could by Watty Piper 
 What Was That! A funny story about night noises by 

Geda Bradley Mathews 
 Luke Goes to Bat by Rachel Isadora 
 The Big Balloon Race by Eleanor Coerr 
 

Take advantage of and enjoy your 
First Christian Church Library and 

its contents any time the church building is open. 

MEMBER NEWS 
Hospitalized: at The Gables is Doris Robbins. 

Released and back home is Pat Wearth. 
Our sympathies are extended to Donna & Tom Long 

& Family on learning of the death of their brother-in-law, 
Dickinson G. “Dick” Wiltz, on April 3rd in Atlantic Beach, 
FL. He was the husband of Donna’s deceased sister, 
Carol Wiltz. 
We want to be as inclusive as possible with our Member News, so if you know 
about an honor someone received, an important event in someone’s life, or about 
illness or death, please call the church—692-2282.  Thanks! 

Young Ages School 
2016-17 Enrollment Has Begun 

Registration packets are available in the hallway. 
For more information, please call Karen Bivona, Director, 

in the Young Ages office, 692-3640. 

JOURNEY THROUGH SCRIPURE 
Will NOT meet this Sunday, April 24th. 
JTS will resume on Sunday, May 1st. 

Join the fun this Sunday, 
April 24th, 

4:30-7:00 pm 
Outside in the East Field 

for the 
Grow in Grace Choir 

& Young Disciples 
END-OF-YEAR 

BLAST! 
Bring the whole family  
for bounce house fun, 

hot dogs & games. 



THE CHURCH STAFF. . . Home Phone Number: 
Church Number 940-692-2282 
Dr. David Hartman, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Rev. Renee Hoke, Associate Minister 692-2282 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Justin Dickey, Director of Youth & Children’s Ministries 936-645-1215 
Rev. Erin Taylor, Director of Recovery Ministries 337-304-3038 
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Karen Bivona, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Pam Poulos, Receptionist Debbie Watson, Organist 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
FAX Number 940-696-3085 

FOR THE RECORD. . . 
Sunday School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 82 
8:40  Worship. . . 41  10:45 Worship. . .164 
 Total Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 205 
CGRM: Sunday Evening Ministry . . 32 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $15,842.23 
Sunday Receipts for 4/17/16 $7,763.00 
Through April 18: Income $221,786.01 Expenses $241,278.38 
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This Sunday: 
8:40 & 10:45 Services: 

“He Will Wipe Every Tear from Their Eyes” 
John 13:31-35 & Revelation 21:1-6 

Dr. David B. Hartman Jr. 

PERSECUTED CHURCH PRAYERS 
THIS WEEK ARE FOR: 

Pray for the growth of house churches in Bhutan. 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

Susan Buckley, Doug Thompson; Kerry Roach, Presiding 
DIACONATE COMMUNION VISITATION 

Ainslee Buckley, Philip Dudenhoeffer, Claudine Farrell 
DIACONATE COMMUNION PREPARATION 

Luke Machado & Philip Dudenhoeffer 
APRIL DIACONATE SERVERS 

Amy James, Captain; Debi & Larry Ballard, Vicki Kunkle, Robinsue 
Miller, Curtis Sullivan, Sherry Tucker, Cathy Biggs, Philip Dudenhoeffer, 
Claudine Farrell, Andrew Allen, Bob & Mary Carlton, Colleen James, 
Sandra Ross, Diane Spiller, Ainslee Buckley & Luke Machado. 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Saturday, April 23, 2016 
9:00-3:00 “Cruisin’ for Christ” Car Show (FCC Parking Lot) 
Sunday, April 24, 2016   
8:30-10:30 Youth Pancake Breakfast Fundraiser (Fellowship Hall) 
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
NO Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary) 
3:45 Chancel Ringers (Stratten Hall) 
4:30 Grow in Grace Choir & Young Disciples Group End-of-Year Party 
 (Grades K-5) (East Field, outside, weather permitting/Gym, if not) 
NO Come As You Are (Grades 6-12) (Room 403C) 
5:14 CGRM Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Groups: 
  Anger Recovery (Rm 304) 
  Chemical Addictions Recovery (Rm 305) 
  Parenting (Rm 306) 
  Women’s C.A.R.E. (Rm 307) 
  Family Challenges (Rm 310) 
7:00 CGRM Dinner (Fellowship Hall) 
Monday, April 25, 2016 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-F) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages School (M-F) 
10:15 FCC Staff Meeting (Office) 
6:00 CGRM Continuing Education (Rm 307) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, April 26, 2016 
2:00 Library Committee (Library) 
6:00 Executive Council Meeting (Rm 402) 
Wednesday, April 27, 2016   
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 402/Chapel) 
5:00 Mid-Week Communion Service (Chapel) 
5:30 Feast Fellowship Meal (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00-7:00 Adult Group (Fellowship Hall) 
  Young Disciples Group (Grades K-5) (Rms 309/311) 
  Chi Rho/CYF (Grades 6-12) (FH/Rm 403C) 
7:00-8:30 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Thursday, April 28, 2016   
9:00 Young Ages School Parent/Teacher Conferences for T/Th Classes 
6:00 My Faith Family Exploratory Team Mtg (Rm 310) 
Friday, April 29, 2016 
NO Young Ages School—Parent/Teacher Conferences for  
 MWF & M-F Classes 
Saturday, April 30, 2016 
9:30 Young Disciples Group (Grades K-5) Mystery Trip 
 


