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FCC HOSTS 7TH ANNUAL 
CRUISIN’ FOR CHRIST CAR SHOW 

SATURDAY, APRIL 23, 
9:00 AM—3:00PM 

 It’s hard to believe 
that the seventh annual 
FCC Cruisin’ for Christ 
Car Show is just around 
the corner. James and 
Terrie Blasi and Scott 
James had been fans of 
car shows for years 
before they decided to 
try their hand at putting 
one together. We talked 
with James recently and 
h e  s h a r e d  h i s 
perspective on this 

popular fundraiser for FCC youth. 
James: We were always talking about how some of the 
shows were run and decided we could do this, have more 
fun and make some money for the kids. We picked our 
first weekend and the rest is history. Please understand 
that it takes a village—we have help from so many people 
and we are grateful. 
How has the event grown and changed over the years? 
James: The only thing that really changes are what 
classes have. That has always been a moving target. You 
want as many different classes as possible, so more folks 
will attend. 
What kind of relationships have formed over six years? 
James: We have met some amazing folks. Many of them 
are the owners of the vehicles. We've got several people 
who come every year. A couple mustang owners, one with 
a 1967 and one with a newer "Stang". Also there are a 
several car clubs that join us. The PT Cruiser Club, and a 
Low Rider Club just to name a couple. Many of the PT 
folks are from DFW area. The Low Riders are all from 
Oklahoma. We've also had a couple from South Texas 
who take their vacation every year to attend our show. 
Their car is not complete and every year they have 
something new added. I don't want to forget the sponsors 
either. We have folks who donate every year. We average 
about $3500 in donations each year, all from local 
businesses. And we give it all away throughout the day. 
O'Reilly's has donated the award plaques every year. 
Without them we could not do the show. They give about 
$3K-$4K in award plaques, that is money we don't have to 
raise or spend. 
 

What do you love about car shows? 
James: I think I can speak for Scott, Terrie and I, we get 
new and different cars and people every year. It's the 
meeting new people and talking cars with them. The 
pride, skill, and joy of the entrants is always evident. Plus 
when we hand out the trophies, you can see the pride and 
happiness of the winners. 
Describe for us the atmosphere and energy and what 
makes it fun for you. 
James: When it starts getting busy first thing in the 
morning, and we start parking the cars, and next thing you 
know it's a full blown party! It’s almost a circus 
atmosphere. Lots of moving parts, cars being moved into 
place, entrants registering, checking out cars and food. 
Kids running around and visitors who don't have a car but 
just like checking out the show. Many of the people want 
someone to notice their vehicle and what special things 
they have done to it. We try to treat every car as if it's the 
nicest one there. 
For someone who’s never been to a car show before, tell 
us what to look for. 
James: Don't let your first look at a vehicle set your mind. 
Many of the cars are a work in progress. Ask the owner 
about the car and you might find something out you never 
expected. When you do see a "perfect" car you want to 
look at the little things. Is the paint good all over, is the 
engine clean? How about the chrome, is it straight or does 
it have dents? Plus the coolness factor of the car should 
appeal to you. Most of all find one you like and try to get 
more information about it. You never know you might just 
buy one for yourself. 
What are you hoping for in this year's show? Do you set 
any goals for the event? 
James: First, good weather, second we have never gotten 
over 100 entrants. The first year we got 97 and haven't 
been able to get there again. Finally I just want everyone 
to have as much fun as we do. 



Across Dave’s Desk. . . 
This week Senior Minister David Hartman continues his series on Faith and Science. 

WHY DID CHARLES DARWIN 
REJECT GOD? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Annie Darwin 
 
 Charles Darwin’s world-traversing journey of natural discovery 
lasted five years. Another twenty-three would lapse between his 
return to England in 1836 and the publication of On the Origin of 
Species in 1859. In 1838, he married his cousin, the devout Emma 
Wedgwood. They moved to the village of Downe, where they were 
fruitful and multiplied. Emma gave birth to ten children; Darwin was 
devoted to his wife and children. The family lived comfortably, 
thanks largely to the largesse of Darwin’s father, Robert. As his 
discoveries from the voyage impelled him toward a theory of natural 
selection, he began to suffer from depression and stomach 
ailments, and his pious wife feared for the state of his soul. 
Nonetheless, he initially hoped that his theories would glorify God, 
asserting that Creation on the basis of natural laws rather than 
miracles “should exalt our notion of the power of the omniscient 
Creator.” 
 On the Origin of Species was published in 1859. Given the 
vexation it caused Christian believers, it is notable that the words 
“Creator,” “Creation” and “created” were used over one hundred 
times, while “evolved” appeared only once, as the final word in the 
final sentence: 

There is grandeur in this view of life, with its several 
powers, having been originally breathed by the Creator 
into a few forms or into one; and that, whilst this planet 
has gone cycling on according to the fixed law of gravity, 
from so simple a beginning endless forms most beautiful 
and most wonderful have been, and are being, evolved. 

 
 Atheists immediately intuited a kindred spirit, but Darwin 
resisted their overtures. Edward Aveling, author of an atheist primer 
entitled The Students’ Darwin, wanted to dedicate it to him. Darwin 
refused, telling Aveling that he was an agnostic, not an atheist. 
Nonetheless, at some point, Darwin’s relationship with the Church 
was sundered. Some believe it was because of ecclesial critics like 
Bishop Samuel Wilberforce, who, in an Oxford debate in 1860—
seven months after the publication of Origins—pointedly asked 
Darwin’s champion Thomas Huxley if he was descended from a 
monkey on his father’s side or his mother’s. I believe personally that 
the estrangement occurred earlier, and that family tragedy was the 
precipitating event. 
 In 1848, his father, Robert Darwin, died. A widower since 
Charles was eight, he had raised his sons as a single father and 
continued to provide for Charles’ large family. Upon his death, 
Darwin suffered a mental collapse. When he returned home after 
four months of respite care, his oldest daughter Annie was stricken 
ill with tuberculosis. For months, her father maintained a vigil by her 
bedside. She died in 1851, aged ten. Darwin was crushed. He was 
39 when his father died, 40 when Annie was stricken, 41 when she 
passed away. He later told Aveling, “I never gave up on Christianity 
until I was forty years of age.” Nonetheless, he was circumspect in 

public on matters of faith, and when he died in 1882, he was buried 
in Westminster Abbey. In 1887, his family released his 
autobiography, which Darwin had decreed could only be published 
after his death. Edited by his son Francis, it was greatly abridged. It 
portrayed Darwin as a humble, self-deprecating man of integrity and 
magnanimity. It is understandable why the Darwin family should 
want their beloved husband and father to be thus remembered. Only 
in 1958 was Darwin’s full, unabridged autobiography released. In it, 
he had written that he could not see how anyone, including his 
beloved wife, could “wish Christianity to be true.” If it were, then the 
New Testament “seems to show that the men who do not believe, 
and this would include my Father, Brother and almost all my best 
friends, will be everlastingly punished. And this is a damnable 
doctrine.” There were calls for his disinterment from Westminster 
Abbey, but nothing came of them. Darwin’s final denial of God seem 
to have arisen not from the insights of his mind, but the anguish of 
his heart. 
 As a father, I believe--and as a pastor, I can bear witness--that 
there can be no harder grief than the death of a child. A bereaved 
Christian parent may find comfort in “the peace that passes 
understanding” [Philippians 4.7], the spiritual consolation that 
derives from the Holy Spirit. Some may also be consoled by the 
conviction that, even though the death of a child is the hardest grief, 
it is also the most sacred, since it is the one that Jesus’ mother Mary 
knew; and that just as Mary beheld the resurrection of her child [Acts 
1.14], so bereaved Christian parents will behold the resurrection of 
their own, especially since Jesus had said of children, “theirs is the 
Kingdom of God” [Luke 18.16]. Emma Darwin had these 
consolations; her husband did not. On many Sunday mornings, he 
would escort his wife to the doors of the church, then sit by Annie’s 
graveside. Sometimes, devastating grief will bring people closer to 
God; sometimes, it will provoke alienation that endures for a lifetime. 
Darwin’s work on evolution may have provided intellectual cover to 
justify his denial of God, but that denial seems less the result of 
scientific discovery than it does deep grief. It is something I have 
witnessed many times: anger at a God one professes not to believe 
in. [To be continued] 
         Dave 
Prayer: Almighty and loving God, in time of grief, help us to trust even 
when we do not understand. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

John DeVilbiss, center, is pictured (left to right) with Dr. 
Hartman; his grandmother, Sara Anderson; mother, Lee 
DeVilbiss; father, Roger DeVilbiss; and aunt, Jane Long. 
John just signed his letter of intent to attend Southwestern 
University on a baseball scholarship. 

LETTER OF INTENT SIGNED 



CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
GROUP MEETINGS 

 CWF Group Meetings will be as follows on Monday, 
April 18: Group 1 will meet at 1:30 pm at Camille 
Brookshire’s home, 4911 Neta Ln; Group 2 will meet at 
12:00 noon in Rm 405; Group 3 will meet at 2:00 pm in 
Rm 402. 

APRIL MINISTRY MEETINGS 
Thursday, April 14, 2016 
5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall 

Evangelism 
 

Tuesday, April 19, 2016 
6:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

Education, Membership, & World Outreach 
6:00 pm, Room 310 

Stewardship 
7:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 

Worship 
 

If you will need childcare, please RSVP to the church 
office, 692-2282, by noon on Mondays, April 11 & 18. 

PERSECUTED CHURCH 
 The Prayer Team for the Persecuted Church will meet 
on Tuesday, April 19th, at 5:00 pm in Room 310. 

OPEN FLOWER DATES 
 If you would like to donate the flowers for the 
worship service in the Sanctuary, the following date 
is open: April 17. To donate or for more info, call 
Peggy Fitts, Flower Coordinator, 781-2426. 

MEMBER NEWS 
Hospitalized: at Kell West is Pat Wearth; at The 

Gables is Doris Robbins. Released and back home is 
Jimmie Stodghill. 

Our sympathies are extended to Carolyn Ford & 
Family on learning of the death of her sister-in-law, Sarah 
Jane Jones, on April 2nd in Oklahoma City OK. 

Congratulations to Stephanie Hiraki & Austin Ortiz 
who were married on April 9th in Fort Worth TX. 
Stephanie is the daughter of Phyllis & Rick Hiraki. 
We want to be as inclusive as possible with our Member News, so if you know 
about an honor someone received, an important event in someone’s life, or about 
illness or death, please call the church—692-2282.  Thanks! 

CHRISTIAN MEN’S FELLOWSHIP DINNER 
WELCOMES THE WEATHER MAN 

Thursday, April 21, 6:30 pm, in Fellowship Hall 
 O u r  C h r i s t i a n  M e n ’ s 
Fellowship welcomes men and 
women to their monthly steak 
dinner. Guest speaker for April is 
Kevin Selle, Chief Meteorologist for 
KFDX-TV3 in Wichita Falls. Kevin 
has an impressive background in 

meteorology and looks forward to sharing his work with us. 

APRIL FELLOWSHIP DINNER 
“Eating of the Greens” 

Sunday, April 17th 
12:00 noon / Fellowship Hall 
Menu: Tossed Salad, Baked Potato 

with all the fixings, and Dessert 
Cost is by donation. Make your 

reservations by calling the Church office, 
692-2282. 



THE CHURCH STAFF. . . Home Phone Number: 
Church Number 940-692-2282 
Dr. David Hartman, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Rev. Renee Hoke, Associate Minister 692-2282 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Justin Dickey, Director of Youth & Children’s Ministries 936-645-1215 
Rev. Erin Taylor, Director of Recovery Ministries 337-304-3038 
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Karen Bivona, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Pam Poulos, Receptionist Debbie Watson, Organist 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
FAX Number 940-696-3085 

FOR THE RECORD. . . 
Sunday School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 110 
8:40  Worship. . . 43  10:45 Worship. . .185 
 Total Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 228 
CGRM: Sunday Evening Ministry . . 32 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $15,842.23 
Sunday Receipts for 4/10/16 $7,418.00 
Through April 11: Income $205,532.84 Expenses $223,682.21 
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This Sunday: 
8:40 & 10:45 Services: 

 
John 10:22-30 

Rev. Renee Hoke 

PERSECUTED CHURCH PRAYERS 
THIS WEEK ARE FOR: 

Pray for more Christian lawyers who will defend and support 
Christians in jail in Senegal. 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

Gary Cook, Eddie Tucker; Polly Tonemah, Presiding 
DIACONATE COMMUNION VISITATION 

Cathy Biggs, Curtis Sullivan, Sherry Tucker 
DIACONATE COMMUNION PREPARATION 

Vicki Kunkle & Sandra Ross 
APRIL DIACONATE SERVERS 

Amy James, Captain; Debi & Larry Ballard, Vicki Kunkle, Robinsue 
Miller, Curtis Sullivan, Sherry Tucker, Cathy Biggs, Philip Dudenhoeffer, 
Claudine Farrell, Andrew Allen, Bob & Mary Carlton, Colleen James, 
Sandra Ross, Diane Spiller, Ainslee Buckley & Luke Machado. 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday, April 17, 2016   
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
9:45 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:00 “Eating of the Greens” Fellowship Lunch (Fellowship Hall) 
3:45 Chancel Ringers (Stratten Hall) 
5:00 Grow in Grace Choir (Grades K-5) (Stratten Hall) 
5:00 Amazing Race (Grades 6-12) (Room 403C) 
5:14 CGRM Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
5:45 Young Disciples Group (Grades K-5) (Rm 309 & 311) 
6:00 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Groups: 
  Anger Recovery (Rm 304) 
  Chemical Addictions Recovery (Rm 305) 
  Parenting (Rm 306) 
  Women’s C.A.R.E. (Rm 307) 
  Family Challenges (Rm 310) 
7:00 CGRM Dinner (Fellowship Hall) 
Monday, April 18, 2016 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-F) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages School (M-F) 
10:15 FCC Staff Meeting (Office) 
12:00 CWF Group 2 (Rm 405) 
1:30 CWF Group 1 (4911 Neta Ln) 
2:00 CWF Group 3 (Rm 402) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, April 19, 2016 
2:00 Library Committee (Library) 
5:00 Prayer Team for Persecuted Church (Rm 310) 
6:00 Education, Membership, World Outreach Ministries Mtgs (F. Hall) 
6:00 Stewardship Ministry Mtg (Rm 310) 
7:00 Worship Ministry Mtg (Fellowship Hall) 
Wednesday, April 20, 2016   
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 402/Chapel) 
11:00 Young Ages School Board Mtg (Parlor) 
12:00 Young Ages School Staff Mtg (Rm 217) 
5:00 Mid-Week Communion Service (Chapel) 
5:30 Feast Fellowship Meal (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00-7:00 Adult Group (Fellowship Hall) 
  Young Disciples Group (Grades K-5) (Rms 309/311) 
  Chi Rho/CYF (Grades 6-12) (FH/Rm 403C) 
7:00-8:30 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
Thursday, April 21, 2016   
9:00 CWF Group 3 Birthday Breakfast (IHOP on SW Pkwy) 
6:30 CMF Dinner (Fellowship Hall) 
Saturday, April 23, 2016 
9:00-3:00 “Cruisin’ for Christ” Car Show (FCC Parking Lot) 


