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LOOKING TOWARD 
A BRIGHT FUTURE 

AT FCC 
 Our FCC Executive Council 
devoted 10 hours on February 2-3 
to strategic conversations setting 
short- and long-term goals to 
grow and strengthen our ministry 
going forward.  Here are the 
highlights: 
 FCC will seek to add 50 new 
persons in the pews by Easter 
2017. 
 A new acoustic worship 
experience in a coffee house 
setting will be offered in 

Fellowship Hall on Wednesdays beginning soon. We plan to promote this 
to MSU students. 

 Evangelism under the leadership of Shirley Craft will implement a new 
program of guest awareness for all non-members who use our facility 
during the month. Outside groups will receive a personal welcome by a 
member of the staff, an invitation to worship or an upcoming FCC event, 
and information about FCC. 

 Design is currently underway for new promotional materials in the pews. 
 The Narthex is being converted into a more welcoming space where 

guests and members can enjoy coffee and conversation before and after 
worship. 

 A new Welcome Center in the Narthex will be the place to go to find out 
what’s happening at FCC. 

 Worship will plan Special Sundays for members to promote with 
neighbors and friends. 

 CMF, CWF and Youth Groups are encouraged to increase the number of 
invitational events they host that reach out beyond our members. 

 Membership is adding monthly fellowship events to the calendar this 
year with plans for special outings this summer including a trip to a 
major/minor league baseball game. 

 The Young Adult Sunday School Class has reconvened! 
 A new pre-school Sunday School Class (3-year olds, 4-year-olds and pre-

K 5-year-olds) begins this Sunday. 
 FEAST continues on Wednesday nights offering a family style meal and 

Christian Education classes for all ages. 
 A Member Reactivation Plan is being designed to provide care and 

encouragement for inactive members. 
 Young Disciples (K-5th grade) continue to be a growing demographic on 

Wednesday and Sunday nights. We’re hoping to add a designated 
classroom for Young Disciples soon to make meeting and teaching and 
hanging out more fun. 

A WARM AND 
COMFY SPACE 

 When’s the last time you 
lingered in our Narthex after 
worship and caught up with a 
church friend you hadn’t seen in a 
while? If the answer is “Not 
recently!” then we’d like to change 
that. 
 Evangelism is conducting a bit 
of an experiment between now and 
Easter Sunday. We plan to borrow 
comfortable chairs and tables from 
other locations in our building and 
change the Narthex into a space for 
coffee and conversation. In 
addition to comfortable chairs, 
we’d like to add some color to the 
space and a coffee station. 
 This is about first impressions 
that will help to grow our church. 
Even before guests and members 
enter the Sanctuary, we want 
everyone to feel right at home. 
 So watch for changes coming 
soon to a Narthex near you. And 
stop by the Welcome Center to let 
us know what you think and share 
your own ideas. 



WHEN SCIENCE IS GOOD, AND WHEN IT IS NOT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Georges LeMaitre 
 
 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 
The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the 
face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was moving over the 
waters. God said ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light, and 
God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light 
from the darkness.  Genesis 1.1-14 
 
 “Let there be light, and there was light.” That is not only the 
beginning of the universe in the Bible, it is also the beginning of 
the universe according to the “Big Bang” theory (the scientific 
finding, not the TV sitcom). The discovery by Edwin Hubbell in 
1924 that the universe is expanding raised the question as to 
when that expansion began. In 1927, a Belgian priest and 
astronomer named  Georges LeMaitre posited that the universe 
originated from an incredibly hot, dense state (the original “black 
hole”) that, in an instant, exploded. That seminal explosion was 
later colloquially dubbed “The Big Bang.” Albert Einstein’s 
calculations in his theory of General Relativity supported 
Hubbell’s and LeMaitre’s findings. 
 The first thing produced in the instant of the explosion was 
light. As the exploded material expanded and cooled, order 
began to manifest itself. First, subatomic particles formed, and 
later atoms, that began to eventually coalesce by gravity into 
what became stars. In time, the stars formed into galaxies. 
Among many of those stars planets were spun off, and began to 
revolve around them. On at least one planet (probably many of 
them), life began to arise and flourish in all of its great diversity, 
producing, at its pinnacle, beings able to marvel at the wonder of 
it all, trying to discern how it came to be and what it all meant. 
 In the Genesis account of Creation, God first makes light, 
and then begins to make order out of the primordial chaos. The 
Big Bang theory is a classic example of modern scientific 
findings unintentionally affirming ancient Biblical revelations. 
Though his very vocation as a priest signified his devotion to 
God, LeMaitre scrupulously avoided invoking the divine in his 
scientific findings. He could marvel at the universe, but could 
not, in his capacity as a scientist, declare that it was good. To 
say the universe is good (even to call it Creation) is to make a 
religious statement, not a scientific one. But then, the vocation of 
science is to tell “how;” that of religion, “why.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fritz Haber 
 
 Science is capable of great things, but if it is unmoored by 
the ethical understandings that traditionally originate in religion, 
then those “great things” can be enormously destructive. Fritz 
Haber was a German chemist. In 1918, he won the Nobel Prize 
in Chemistry for inventing the Haber-Bosch process, which 
synthesized ammonia out of nitrogen and hydrogen gases. That 
led to the invention of chemical fertilizer, which greatly increased 
agricultural productivity and, in the past century, has helped save 
hundreds of millions of people from starvation. That is an 
achievement of inestimable goodness. Today, half of the world’s 
food production depends on the chemical fertilizers derived from 
the Haber-Bosch process. But Haber was also a leader in 
developing poison gases, which inflicted agonizing deaths on 
nearly 90,000 soldiers in World War I and caused untold 
suffering for hundreds of thousands more. Haber was present in 
April, 1915, when poison gas was first used at the Second Battle 
of Ypres. After the battle, he went home on leave, and his wife 
Clara tearfully confronted him over what he had done. How could 
a man whose work helped feed so many then deliberately do 
something that caused so much death and destruction? Haber 
replied that he was a scientist. Later that night, Clara took her 
husband’s service pistol and shot herself. The next day, Haber 
returned to the Front, leaving behind their stunned and grief-
wracked 13 year old son. Later, a version of Haber’s Zyklon B 
insecticide was used in Nazi death camps, whose victims 
included Haber’s niece, her husband and their two children. Had 
he been alive at the time (born Jewish, he fled Hitler’s Germany 
in 1933 and died in exile in 1934), Haber would likely have 
numbered among the victims of the Holocaust. 
 Fritz Haber—whose scientific work both saved and 
slaughtered millions—is a classic example of why the great 
discoveries of science should never be fully trusted without the 
ethical constraints that derive from religion. [To be continued] 

         Dave 

Prayer: Almighty and infinite God, you have made a universe of 
inestimable majesty, and have made us, your human creatures, 
capable of marveling at all that you have done, and longing to 
discover the laws by which you govern. May we follow the truth 
wherever it leads; but may we also be guided by the moral laws 
which you have revealed in your great covenant with humankind. 
In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 

Across Dave’s Desk. . . 
This week Senior Minister David Hartman continues his series on Faith and Science. 



PRIME TIMERS LUNCHEON 
Sunday, March 6, 

12:00 noon, Fellowship Hall 

PANTRY SUNDAY - MARCH 6 
 Pantry Sunday for Interfaith Ministries will be this 
Sunday, March 6th. Items for collection will be boxes of 
macaroni & cheese. Also needed are the reusable cloth 
shopping bags. IMI and Outreach appreciate your gifts to 
this project each month. 

OPEN FLOWER DATES 
 If you would like to donate the flowers for the 
worship service in the Sanctuary, the following dates 
are open: March 6 & 13. To donate or for more info, 
call Peggy Fitts, Flower Coordinator, 781-2426. 

FIRST TIME GUESTS 
 We are excited to report that the following 
persons visited for the first time this past Sunday: 
Brian & Mary Hansen. 

MEMBER NEWS 
Hospitalized: No one. Released and back home is 

Gary Cook, Kenn Hill, & Glorie Steele. 
Military Deployed: Albert Costello, son of Diana 

Costello is now home! 
Our sympathies are extended to Tom Long Jr. & 

Randy Long and Families on learning of the death of 
Tom’s sister and Randy’s aunt, Anita Long Boyd, on 
February 26th in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 
We want to be as inclusive as possible with our Member News, so if you know 
about an honor someone received, an important event in someone’s life, or about 
illness or death, please call the church—692-2282.  Thanks! 

Join us for our annual 
EASTER EGG HUNT 

Sunday, March 20th 
4:30 pm 

All Children up to 5th Grade 
First Christian Church Gym 

TIME TO ORDER EASTER LILIES! 
 We will be using 100 Easter 
Lilies to decorate the Sanctuary for 
Easter. If you would like to furnish 
one in memory or honor of a loved 
one, please fill out the form below 
and return it with your check to the 
church office. The Easter Lilies are 
$9.00 each and the deadline to order 

is March 15th. 
 
Donor _________________________________________ 
 
In memory/honor of ______________________________ 
 (circle one) 
 

In memory/honor of ______________________________ 
 (circle one) 
 

In memory/honor of ______________________________ 
 (circle one) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
For Office use only: date received______________________# ordered_________ 
 
Total paid__________________________ Cash / Check #___________________ 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
This Sunday, March 6, 2016 
In the Sanctuary immediately 

following the 10:45 Worship Service 
Re: Approval of the Budget 

FRIENDS OF THE GROOM 
MARCH 19-20 

 The Friends of the Groom Theatre Company is 
coming March 19 and 20. On March 19 at 6:30 pm in the 
Fellowship Hall, the group will be performing “From the 
Ridiculous to the Divine”, an hour and 15 minute 
presentation aimed at adults and families. Here’s a 
description from the group: 
 Is the gospel a laughing matter? The answer is a 
resounding "Yes!" when Friends of the Groom Theatre 
Company performs this powerful collection of scenes 
combining humor and encounters with God. 
 "...The refreshing combination of excellent acting, 
direction, and unusual material." 
        --Cincinnati Magazine. 
 "...Just the right combination of lightness and probing 
stimulation..." 
   --Calvin Reber, United Theological Seminary 
 Tickets are $20 for dinner and the presentation and 
are available in the church office or by calling 692-2282. 

EASTER EGG HUNT DONATIONS NEEDED 
 We need your help to make the Easter Egg Hunt a fun 
time for all! We need: individually wrapped candy, small 
prizes, cookies, and our empty eggs filled. 
 Please bring the candy and small prizes to the church 
office. We have PLENTY of empty plastic eggs. You can 
pick up empty eggs from the church office, fill them at 
home, and bring them back by March 20th. 
 Contact the church office with questions. Thank you! 



THE CHURCH STAFF. . . Home Phone Number: 
Church Number 940-692-2282 
Dr. David Hartman, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Rev. Renee Hoke, Associate Minister 692-2282 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Justin Dickey, Director of Youth & Children’s Ministries 936-645-1215 
Rev. Erin Taylor, Director of Recovery Ministries 337-304-3038 
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Karen Bivona, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Pam Poulos, Receptionist Debbie Watson, Organist 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
FAX Number 940-696-3085 

FOR THE RECORD. . . 
Sunday School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 109 
8:40  Worship. . . 39  10:45 Worship. . .222 
 Total Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 261 
CGRM: Friday Faith Refuge . . 3   Sunday Evening Ministry . . 24 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $16,698.52 
Sunday Receipts for 2/28/16 $19,714.58 
Through Feb. 28: Income $166,478.22 Expenses $139,064.04 
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This Sunday: 
8:40 & 10:45 Services: 

“” 
Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
Rev. Renee Hoke 

PERSECUTED CHURCH PRAYERS 
THIS WEEK ARE FOR: 

Pray for the spread of the gospel in areas of Venezuela where 
there are no believers. 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

Andy Wilson, Cheryl Smiley; Mike Spiller, Jr., Presiding 
DIACONATE COMMUNION VISITATION 

Donna Long, Linda C. Carr, Larry Carr 
DIACONATE COMMUNION PREPARATION 

Shirley Craft & Melody Jennings 
MARCH DIACONATE SERVERS 

Shirley Craft, Melody Jennings, Donna Long, Travis Ralls, Cary 
Thompson, Jerry & Cheryl Caraway, Larry & Linda Carr, Jim & Karen 
LaValley, Sarah Stewart, Carly & Slate Westbrook, Twila Boydston, 
Sharon Roach, Ben Sabine, Madi Showalter. 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday, March 6, 2016  
PANTRY SUNDAY 
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
9:45 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:00 Congregational Meeting (Sanctuary) 
12:00 Prime Timers Luncheon (Fellowship Hall) 
3:45 Chancel Ringers (Stratten Hall) 
4:00 Pastor’s Class (Rm 310) 
NO Grow in Grace Choir (Grades K-5) (Stratten Hall) 
5:00 Dinner & A Movie (Grades K-12 & Their Families) (Rm 405/Gym) 
5:14 CGRM Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Groups: 
  Anger Recovery (Rm 304) 
  Chemical Addictions Recovery (Rm 305) 
  Parenting (Rm 306) 
  Women’s C.A.R.E. (Rm 307) 
  Family Challenges (Rm 310) 
7:00 CGRM Dinner (Fellowship Hall) 
Monday, March 7, 2016 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-F) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages School (MT-F) 
10:15 FCC Staff Meeting (Office) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, March 8, 2016 
2:00 Library Committee (Library) 
7:00 Property Ministry Meeting (Rm 402) 
7:00 Worship Ministry Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 
Wednesday, March 9, 2016   
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 402/Chapel) 
5:00 Mid-Week Communion Service (Chapel) 
5:30 Feast Fellowship Meal (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00-7:00 Feast Small Groups: 
  Young Disciples Group (Grades K-5) (Rm 309 & 311) 
  360 (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403C) 
  Adult Bible Study (Rm 305) 
7:00-7:15 Feast Communion & Prayer (Chapel) 
7:00-8:30 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
7:15-8:00 Feast Open Gym 
8:15-9:30 FCC Boys Basketball League Team Practice (Gym) 
Thursday, March 10, 2016 
6:00-10:00 Boys Basketball League Games (Gym) 
 


