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 FCC is excited to host the nationally recognized theatre company Friends 
of Groom March 19-20. The traveling troupe of professional actors is 
committed to proclaiming the Christian message with a unique blend of humor, 
story, challenging content and scenes that are hard to forget. 
 Tickets are on sale now for a special Friends of the Groom Dinner Theater 
in Fellowship Hall on Saturday, March 19. We hope you’ll make plans to bring 
your friends and join us for a delicious pork loin roast dinner with all the 
trimmings at 6:30 pm followed by wonderful entertainment by Tom Long and 
Jocelyn Sluka. 
 The next morning Friends of the Groom will be part of both Palm Sunday 
worship services. 
 Reservations for the Dinner Theater must be made in advance. Tickets are 
$20 and are available now in the church office. 

MEET THE 
FRIENDS OF THE GROOM 

 

Tom Long is 
the Executive 
Director, 
playwright, 
and chief 
storyteller for 
Friends of the 
Groom. He 
has been a 
performer for 
Public 
Educational 

Television, and has served as a 
consultant in youth work and theater 
for the Episcopal Diocese of Southern 
Ohio, the Cincinnati Library, and a 
number of schools and social 
agencies. Tom has an M.A. in Theatre 
from the University of Cincinnati. His 
work has won the Christians in 
Theatre Arts sketch writing and one-
act play writing competitions, two 
Telly Awards, and a Dove Award 
nomination. 
 
 

 Jocelyn 
Sluka is the 
Managing 
Director of 
Friends of 
the Groom 
and a full-
time 
performer 
and 
workshop 
leader with 

the company. In her thirty years as a 
professional actor and singer, she has 
worked with a variety of regional and 
educational theaters and in touring 
productions for US troops stationed in 
Germany. She also teaches acting 
classes for Curtains Up, a 
conservatory for young actors which 
she co-founded in 2005. Jocelyn has a 
B.A. in Theatre from the University 
of Kentucky. 

FCC WELCOMES CHRISTIAN THEATER GROUP 
FRIENDS OF THE GROOM 

MARCH 19-20 



A TRIBUTE TO THE 
2016 CHRISTIAN MEN’S FELLOWSHIP 

PERSON OF THE YEAR 
By Dr. David B. Hartman, Senior Minster 

 
 Our  CMF Person of  the Year  has deep roots  on the 
Southern Plains. While most of our ancestors—or we ourselves—
were wending our way to this part of the world, his have been 
here for a long, long time. Towns in northern Texas were named 
for his forebears—names like Nocona and Quanah—and in him, 
and in his family we see the best of all that is here in this place 
and on this land: strength of heart, generosity of spirit, courage 
and honor and grace. 
 Our Person of the Year was born in Lawton, Oklahoma in 
October, 1956. He was the youngest of 6 children, the youngest 
by a long stretch. His oldest sibling was 20 years old when he 
was born; the one next in age was ten years older. Being the 
youngest of many older siblings makes you both beloved, and by 
necessity, older than your years; you become wise to the ways 
of the world because you have many who want to teach you. 
 His family was deep-rooted in their faith, members of the 
Hunting  Horse  Indian  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lawton, 
Oklahoma. During his growing up years, Sunday meant “church 
day;” that is where he was to be found. And since the church 
was served by traveling ministers, there were many Sundays 
when those ministers could not come. But the word of God was 
never not proclaimed in that church, because if needed his 
father would lead the service. Whatever the church needed—that 
was a legacy that took. It sometimes happened that the only 
ones in church would be him, his mother, his father, and perhaps 
one or two other children of God, but they worshiped God 
nonetheless. Of the faith that sustained and nurtured him, as 
one of his great forebears said, “Your people may talk about 
God; my people talk with God.” 

Some of his most wonderful memories of his growing 
up years occurred when his older brothers and sisters, having 
grown up and moved on,  came home for  Thanksgiving or 
Christmas. Since many of them would have had families of their 
own—families that were themselves growing by the year—his 
parents’ small house would have been filled to overflowing, not 
only with people but with laughter and love. Being a discerning 
young man, one of the things he learned early in those large 
reunions was to sit at the end of the table, because if you sat in 
the middle you spent the entire meal passing food to others. 
 Early on, he developed a powerful work ethic. As a young 
teenager, he had a paper route, and with the help of his trusty 
bicycle, he got up early every morning to deliver the Lawton 
Constitution—a  harbinger  of  a  later  endeavor.  A  job  that 
particularly spoke to his heart was as a helper at the Robert E. 
Griener School for the Handicapped in Lawton. It spoke to him, 
that job, because he had a true passion for helping others—a 
passion that has stayed with him all of his days. 

 He  enrolled  at  Cameron  University,  intending  to  study 
special education. While he was there, he became very active in 
the Cameron Campus Ministry, and became one of the ministry’s 
first student interns. Of course, he had a calling to ministry: it 
was in his heart; it was in his blood; it was in his spirit. While he 
was at college, a friend asked if  he would like to join the 
Yearbook staff. He agreed. They provided him with a camera to 
photograph sports and activities, and soon his colleagues, and 
his professors, discovered that he could see things they did not, 
frame images that he could not. He had the gift of sight, the 
grace of vision. 
 And while he was there at Cameron, with the gift of sight 
and the grace of vision, he met a lovely young lady who was 
secretary for the campus minister. He loved talking to her, and 
she to him, and hour after hour they would lounge on those 
beanbag chairs—the delight of the young, and the bane of the 
old—that are to be found in every youth room, including ours. 
They started as friends, and the friendship grew, and like a 
mighty live oak that grows tall by first sinking deep roots, their 
courtship grew over time, and fulfilled its seasons. She went to 
the University of Oklahoma to get her Master’s Degree. He 
wanted to be with the love of his life, and found a university in 
Edmond with a photojournalism department. He transferred to 
Central State University, and soon graduated with his degree in 
photojournalism. He went for an interview with the (then) Wichita 
Falls  Times and Wichita  Falls  Record  News (morning  and 
evening papers). And he was hired for the papers and the 
Wichita  Falls  City  Magazine.  He  started  photographing  for 
advertisements—people and cars and items for sale. In those 
years developing a photograph meant long hours in a dark room 
developing the film. 
 Six years after they had met, he wed the love of his life, and 
she joined him here in Wichita Falls. Soon, he was promoted to 
news photographer,  which meant,  among other  things,  that 
unlike advertising, his subjects rarely posed for him. His photos 
were the stuff of life—its joy and sorrows, its celebrations and 
defeats.  He  photographed  scorchingly  hot  Dallas  Cowboys 
training camps, and state athletic events and famous people like 
Vincent Price, and ordinary people with a story to tell.  He won 
awards for his work, and even more, he won hearts. A quarter 
century later, people still approach him and tell him that they 
remembered him from when he caught their image. To his work, 
he brought a great grace of spirit. In the course of that work, he 
realized that he was too kind to chronicle people at their worst; 
he never for a moment ceased to be a man of kindness and 
forbearance. 
 After more than twenty years at the Times Record News, he 
went to work for a while at Sheppard Air Force Base, and now 
works  at  Jerry’s  Sporting  Goods,  where  his  wonderful  eye 
enables him to create new visions on cloth and in other media. 
And he mentors young people, including my son; and for his 
kindness, I will always be grateful. But his greatest masterworks 
are the children that he and his beloved wife have brought into 
the world, and loved and nurtured—two beautiful, kind daughters. 
One shares his eye for images, for depictions of beauty, and 
makes exquisite creations in cloth and other textiles at Texas 
Christian University; the other shares his passion to lead young 
people in the way the Lord would have them to go as an 
elementary school teacher; both share his and their mother’s 
heart—their kindness, their grace of spirit. There is a special bond 
between Daddies and their daughters. 
 And he has been such a faithful servant of our church! He 
has served multiple terms on the Diaconate; three terms as 
elder; is now a faithful servant in the Discovery Sunday School 
class; he has made meals and served meals; he has done so 
many things so well and so faithfully for so many years, and 
because he is such a quiet gentleman it is only those who 
witness his service close at hand over the years who can truly 
comprehend how blessed we are to have him in our midst. I am 
very proud and honored to say, “Well done, good and faithful 
servant: enter into the praise of your church family.” Our Person 
of the Year—Harry Tonemah. 



PANTRY SUNDAY - MARCH 6 
 Pantry Sunday for Interfaith Ministries will be this 
Sunday, March 6th. Items for collection will be boxes of 
macaroni & cheese. Also needed are the reusable cloth 
shopping bags. IMI and Outreach appreciate your gifts to 
this project each month. 

OPEN FLOWER DATES 
 If you would like to donate the flowers for the 
worship service in the Sanctuary, the following dates 
are open: February 28, March 6 & 13. To donate or for 
more info, call Peggy Fitts, Flower Coordinator, 781-
2426. 

FIRST TIME GUESTS 
 We are excited to report that the following 
persons visited for the first time this past Sunday: 
Becky McCandless. 

MEMBER NEWS 
Hospitalized: at URHCS is Kenn Hill; at Kell West is 

Gary Cook. Released and back home is Alvin Burge. 
Military Deployed: is Albert Costello, son of Diana 

Costello. Please keep them all in your prayers. 
Our sympathies are extended to David Wyatt & 

Family on learning of the death of Corliss Wyatt on 
February 23rd. Services will be Saturday, February 27th, 
at 11:30 am in the Sanctuary. 
We want to be as inclusive as possible with our Member News, so if you know 
about an honor someone received, an important event in someone’s life, or about 
illness or death, please call the church—692-2282.  Thanks! 

TIME TO PRAY? 
 The Time to Pray team is ready to 
go. Now all we need is for you, the 
members of our church to call the church 
and let us know when you know of 
someone who wants/needs daily prayers 
for a time — perhaps for surgery, cancer, 

pain, or a new adjustment in life. If you know of an 
emergency before March 1st, let us know. We are here to 
serve you. To join the team contact Nancy Jolliff, 766-
2437 or NancyJolliff43@icloud.com. 

WELCOME NEW MEMBER! 
 It was a pleasure to welcome 
Francine Carraro into our fellowship 
by private statement on February 16th. 
Francine is Director of the Wichita 
Falls Museum of Art at MSU and is 
married to Kevin Coleman. Francine’s 
contact information is 25 Johnny 
Cour t ,  76302,  307-699-0069. 
Welcome, Francine! 

 Thank you, to everyone that attended last Thursday’s “Christian Men’s Fellowship Sweetheart Banquet”! 
Congratulations, to Harry Tonemah, for being named CMF’s Man of the Year! I hope that everyone enjoyed the meal, 
entertainment and door prizes! A sincere “thank you” to everyone that helped in making the 2016 “Sweetheart Banquet” a 
success! In addition, a great big “thank you” to all the individuals and businesses that contributed door prizes: The 
Containery, Gene’s Tasty Burger, Ann Hunter, Jerry’s Sporting Goods, Maplewood Pioneer LLC, Olive Garden, The 
Pecan Shed, JC Penney’s, Rafter T BarBQue and Cajun Restaurant, Wichita Restaurant Supply, Ted & Nancy Smith, 
Debbie & Mark Turnbow & Christian Men’s Fellowship. 

Mark Turnbow, CMF President 

Left: Dr. David Hartman, Sr. Minister; Harry Tonemah, CMF Man of the Year; and 
Mark Turnbow, CMF President. 

 
Above: The Posse from CMF: Jerry Johnson, Chris Showalter, Richard Phillips & 

Kerry Roach, entertain while distributing door prizes. 

2016 CHRISTIAN MEN’S FELLOWSHIP SWEETHEART BANQUET! 



New on the Library Shelves. . . 
 Recently published, A Common Struggle by Patrick 
Kennedy is subtitled “A Personal Journey Through the 
Past and Future of Mental Illness”. 
 Growing up in a very public family whose code of 
silence regarding its history of mental illness and 
addiction and other brain diseases kept Patrick from 
openly discussing his own struggle with alcoholism and 
bipolar disorder.  
 Finally breaking free from that code: to the dismay of 
father, Ted, and most of the Kennedys, and seeing the 
passage of his hard fought for Mental Health Parity Act, 
he resigned from Congress to become a leading advocate 
for Americans with mental illness and addiction, which 
often go hand in hand. 
 Insurance can no longer discriminate in coverage for 
these citizens. Pre-existing conditions can no longer be 
used to restrict access to coverage, though enforcement 
remains a concern because of the misconception that 
mental illness is a personal failure rather than a medical 
issue. 
 At least read the prologue. 

* * * * * 
 Another selection from The Great Courses has been 
added to our church library’s audio-visual collection. 
Professor Amy-Jill Levine of Vanderbilt Divinity School 
offers 24 lectures titled “The Old Testament” on 2 DVD’s, 
along with a course guide book and a transcript book. 
 Even if you know the Old Testament well, you will find 
it enlightening to have biblical characters and passages 
vividly brought to life against the background of the 
ancient Near East as revealed through research in 
history, religion, literature, and archaeology. 
 We also have the companion series, The New 
Testament presented by Bart D. Ehrman. Both of these 
enjoyable courses are suitable for individual use, as well 
as in Sunday School classes and Bible Study groups. 
 

Take advantage of and enjoy your 
First Christian Church Library and 

its contents any time the church building is open. 

YOUNG AGES PRESCHOOL OPEN HOUSE 
 Young Ages Preschool would like to cordially invite 
you to our “Down on the Farm” Open House on Tuesday 
evening, March 1st, from 6:00-7:00 p.m. in the Young 
Ages classrooms of our church. 
 Are you looking for a preschool for your child/
grandchild? Would you like to see what we do? Please 
come, look around and celebrate our student’s 
accomplishments. We are very proud of our preschool 
and we love to show off! 
 Our spring fundraiser will be a bake sale during the 
Open House and a raffle which began on February 18th to 
benefit our school. The raffle items are posted around the 
church, and are on the Young Ages Preschool Facebook 
page. You may purchase your raffle tickets from a YAS 
student, in the YAS office or in the church office. 

2016-17 School Enrollment Begins on March 1st 
 Registration packets will be available at Open House. 
For more information, please call Karen Bivona in the 
Young Ages office, 692-3640. 

CHILDREN COME FIRST HAS CHOCOLATE! 
 Children Come First is selling World’s Finest 
Chocolate. Items are $2 each and include: chocolate 
covered almonds, milk chocolate almond bars, crisp bars, 
mint melt aways, and caramel whirls. If you would like to 
buy some chocolate, please stop by the CCF Office today! 

SUNDAY ELDER COMMUNION VISITATION 
 The Elders will be happy to take communion to 
anyone who can’t come to the worship service. Call the 
church office and your name will be added to our list. 
 

SERMONS 
 Each Sunday the previous week’s sermon is available 
in print form in the Narthex of the Chapel and Sanctuary. 
Sermons are also available on our website, 
www.firstchristianwf.com, under the “Resources” tab. 
 

PLEASE CALL THE CHURCH OFFICE 
IF A CHURCH MEMBER IS HOSPITALIZED 

 Due to a policy change and the HIPAA law, if a 
church member enters any hospital, the church office now 
needs for the patient, a family member, a friend, or 
another church member to call and tell us. If in doubt, go 
ahead and call us as we would prefer to receive several 
calls about someone being hospitalized, than us not 
knowing at all! 



1 Sandy Hay 
 Wyatt Simpson 
 
2 Maura Gibson 
 
5 Dan Harris 
 Tim Thomas 
 Dave Whiting 
 
6 Sunny Redding 
 
8 Allison Blakely 
 Cathy Pettibon 
 John Salkeld 
 Sally Wilson 
 
9 Mary Peery Love 
 
10 Carole Davis 
 Carol Robison 
 Liz Thomas 
 

11 Justin Dickey 
 Leigh Kidwell 
 Seth Sanderson 
 
12 Joe Etoch 
 Emma Hartman 
 
14 Jenna Dillard 
 Melinda Reaves 
 
15 Melissa Hogan 
16 Madelynn Dillard 
 Hannah Ward 
 
17 Bill Robison 
 
18 Gary Cook 
 
19 Konner Burross 
 Linda Thornton 
 
20 Cora Dell Miller 
 Roma Prassel 
 

21 Larry Carr, Sr. 
 Leah Hawley 
 Ann Watkins 
 
23 Kellie Wostal 
 
24 Ann Hunter 
 
26 Kyle Burross 
 Eva Whiting 
 
27 Julian Opela 
 
28 Tyler Thomas 
 
29 Alan Freeman 
 Dot Montgomery 
 Melissa Sparks 
 
31 Norma Hill 
 Jane Long 

6 Hollie & Kelly Murphey 
 Pat & Richard Wearth Jr. 
 
10 Sarah & John Cook 
 Mary & Nick Schrieber 
 
17 Priscilla & Mark Gibson 

19 Sheila & Joe Barrett 
 
25 Beverly & Billy Bumgarner 
 
31 Dottie & Curtis Westbrook 

If we are missing your birthday or anniversary, please help us complete our records by calling the church office, 
692-2282. We want to include all our members on this list! 



THE CHURCH STAFF. . . Home Phone Number: 
Church Number 940-692-2282 
Dr. David Hartman, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Rev. Renee Hoke, Associate Minister 692-2282 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Justin Dickey, Director of Youth & Children’s Ministries 936-645-1215 
Rev. Erin Taylor, Director of Recovery Ministries 337-304-3038 
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Karen Bivona, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Pam Poulos, Receptionist Debbie Watson, Organist 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
FAX Number 940-696-3085 

FOR THE RECORD. . . 
Sunday School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 121 
8:40  Worship. . . 39  10:45 Worship. . .189 
 Total Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 228 
CGRM: Friday Faith Refuge . . 3   Sunday Evening Ministry . . 27 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $16,698.52 
Sunday Receipts for 2/21/16 $7,656.00 
Through Feb. 21: Income $112,194.98 Expenses $111,337.55 
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This Sunday: 
8:40 & 10:45 Services: 

“When Love Makes Us a Refugee” 
Ruth 1:6-18 

Dr. David B. Hartman Jr. 

PERSECUTED CHURCH PRAYERS 
THIS WEEK ARE FOR: 

Pray that the Senegalese government will treat citizens equally, 
regardless of religious background. 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

Susan Buckley, Craig Reynolds; Ted Lauck, Presiding 
DIACONATE COMMUNION VISITATION 

Lee DeVilbiss, Sandra Whatley, Kathleen Lauck 
DIACONATE COMMUNION PREPARATION 

June Lemmon & James Poole 
FEBRUARY DIACONATE SERVERS 

Jody & Brandi Brannon, Kay Jackson, June Lemmon, James Poole, Billy 
Thacker, Catherine Earley, Caitlin Hartman, Kathleen Lauck, Michael 
Pettibon, Sandra Whatley, Lee DeVilbiss, Jill Griffin, Jon Hartman, 
Debbie & Mark Turnbow, Luke Ward. 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday, February 28, 2016  
WEEK OF COMPASSION OFFERING 
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
9:45 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:15 Children & Youth Leadership Meeting (Fuzzy’s Taco) 
3:45 Chancel Ringers (Stratten Hall) 
4:00 Pastor’s Class (Rm 310) 
5:00 Grow in Grace Choir (Grades K-5) (Stratten Hall) 
5:00 Come As You Are  (Grades 6-12) (Room 403C) 
5:14 CGRM Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
5:45 Young Disciples Group (Grades K-5) (Rm 309 & 311) 
6:00 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Groups: 
  Anger Recovery (Rm 304) 
  Chemical Addictions Recovery (Rm 305) 
  Parenting (Rm 306) 
  Women’s C.A.R.E. (Rm 307) 
  Family Challenges (Rm 310) 
7:00 CGRM Dinner (Fellowship Hall) 
Monday, February 29, 2016 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-F) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages School (MT-F) 
10:15 FCC Staff Meeting (Office) 
6:00 CGRM Continuing Education (Rm 307) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, March 1, 2016 
Young Ages School 2016-2017 Enrollment Begins 
11:00 Whirlwind Cluster Ministers’ Meeting (FCC-Iowa Park) 
2:00 Library Committee (Library) 
6:00 Young Ages School Open House & Bake Sale (YAS Classrooms)) 
Wednesday, March 2, 2016   
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 402/Chapel) 
5:00 Mid-Week Communion Service (Chapel) 
5:30 Feast Fellowship Meal (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00-7:00 Feast Small Groups: 
  Young Disciples Group (Grades K-5) (Rm 309 & 311) 
  360 (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403C) 
  Adult Bible Study (Rm 305) 
7:00-7:15 Feast Communion & Prayer (Chapel) 
7:00-8:30 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
7:15-8:00 Feast Open Gym 
8:15-9:30 FCC Boys Basketball League Team Practice (Gym) 
Thursday, March 3, 2016 
12:15 CCF Parent Advisory Committee Meeting (Rm 402) 
1:30 Knit Wits (Parlor) 
6:00-10:00 Boys Basketball League Games (Gym) 
Friday, March 4, 2016 
WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
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