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there are now more people 
displaced than at any time since 
World War II. Our displaced sisters 
and brothers are running from wars, 
famine, floods, droughts, 
earthquakes, and many other causes 
that make it impossible for them to 
return home. They are calling on the 
international community to respond. 
The situation is too dire and too 
immediate to ignore. The Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) in the 
United States and Canada, through 
Week of Compassion, has and will 
continue to offer solidarity and 
support to those living through one 
of the greatest humanitarian crises 
in current memory. 
 One of the refugee families 
Week of Compassion has assisted 
began their journey in Raqqah, the 
capital of ISIS. As a Kurdish militia 
threatened ISIS control of the 
Syrian city in June, ISIS gave the 
Kurds still present just three days to 
leave or die. Mohamed, his wife, 
and 2 young children aged 3 and 5 
fled immediately, making their way 
all the way to Budapest with only 
$217 to try to start a new life. This 
family received food, blankets, and 
hygiene kits from our ministry 
partners. 
 In addition, Week of 
Compassion is working with Global 
Ministries to provide emergency 
food and winterization items to 
some of the most vulnerable Syrian 
families still living in the 
southwestern part of the country. 
Through our ministry partners, we 
are delivering emergency supplies 
to Syrians in Lebanon and Syria 
with medication, rent, winterization 
items, and schooling for children. 
 First Christian Church will 
collect a special offering for Week 
of Compassion during worship on 
February 21 and 28. 

“Come, you that are blessed…inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from 

the foundation of the world; for I was 
hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to 

drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me…”  Matthew 25 

 

 Our faith calls us to respond to 
people in crisis.  Sometimes crises 
occur from forces of nature and 
sometimes they are the result of 
violent acts of persecution: what 

SHARING THE JOURNEY 
 One of the many refugees receiving our 
support is a two-month-old girl from Aleppo, 
Syria, named Kausar. Kausar and her family are 
Kurdish, a long oppressed ethnic minority. The 
family was living in this warzone until their 
house was leveled by errant artillery fire. Week 
of Compassion supported them with food, 
warmth, and sanitation as they fled through 
Hungary and stayed the night with many other 
refugees on the floor of Budapest’s Keleti 

Railway Station. Our partners provide mobile teams dispatched to refugee 
congregation points, which distribute blankets, hygiene kits, and food to thousands of 
vulnerable families. Kausar’s family had just spent three grueling days hiking through 
the Serbian woods on their way to join relatives in Germany. Through the support of 
Week of Compassion, our partners have made this dangerous journey much safer for 
two-month-old Kausar and so many other vulnerable refugees. 

we—human beings—do to each 
other. The gospel has much to say 
about this.  It empowers us to 
respond in our own time, as we 
reflect upon the life and ministry of 
Jesus Christ. 
 At this moment, the global 
refugee crisis is calling on the 
Church to respond. Since the war 
broke out in Syria just four years 
ago, the severity of the global crisis 
has increased dramatically, and 

DISCIPLES RESPOND TO HISTORIC REFUGEE CRISIS 



THE CENTRAL DOCTRINE OF SCIENCE 
 

 Alan Lightman is a fine, 
insightful writer who (presumably 
in his spare time), works as a 
theoretical physicist and professor 
of humanities at MIT. In his book, 
“The Accidental Universe,” 
L i g h t m a n  a d d r e s s e s  t h e 
relationship between science and 
religion. Since all religion must 
have a doctrine of some sort, he 
articulates “the central doctrine of 
science:” 
All properties and events in the 
physical universe are governed 
by laws, and those laws are true 
in every time and place in the 

universe…We do not, of course, know all the fundamental 
laws at the present time. But most scientists believe that a 
complete set of such laws exist and, in principle, that it is 
discoverable by human beings… 
 
 Knowing that “the central doctrine of science” is based 
on law is an essential touchstone for believers. In the Bible, 
God established a covenant with the Israelites on the basis 
of a set of laws revealed to Moses, the most consequential 
of which (there were 613 altogether) are the Ten 
Commandments [Exodus 19.16-20.22]. The vast majority 
of those 613 were meant only for the Israelites, notably the 
ritual laws related to diet and modes of worship. But the 
Talmud (a collection of writings on Jewish civil and 
religious laws) asserts that, prior to the laws revealed to 
Moses, there existed a set of seven universal 
commandments known as “Noachide laws” given to “the 
sons of Noah” after the Flood (hence the name). Since they 
were given to Noah’s offspring, they were understood to be 
applicable to all people everywhere: 1) Do not deny God’s 
existence; 2) Do not blaspheme; 3) Do not commit murder; 
4) Do not engage in prohibited sexual relations; 5) Do not 
steal 6) Do not eat the meat of a living animal [human 
consumption of meat was only allowed after the Flood—see 
Genesis 9.1-4]; 7) Establish a system of justice to enforce 
the previous six. Given the ancient comprehension of the 
distinction between laws applicable to all people, and laws 
applicable only to some, the ongoing discovery of universal 
scientific laws should not be construed as a threat to faith, 
but instead as a powerful testament to a Creator who 
desires to be made known to those creatures (i.e., human 
beings) endowed with the capacity to perceive them. 
 Although a humanist (and self-acknowledged atheist), 
Lightman honorably tries to discern how God may be 
understood in light of his (Lightman’s) belief in discernible 
universal laws. He says that religious beliefs can be 
categorized “according to the degree in which God acts in 
the world.” At one extreme is atheism: “God does not exist, 
period.” As one who dabbled with atheism back in college, I 
happen to believe that true atheism (unlike the emotional 
kind, where one professes not to believe in a God one is 
simply mad at) is creedal. Just like the most narrow-minded 

forms of religious fundamentalism, authentic atheism is 
unreceptive—even hostile—to any fact or phenomenon that 
could challenge its truthfulness. The next category is 
deism, which holds that God did indeed create the universe 
and its laws, but, like an absentee watchmaker, left it to tick 
away on its own. Many of the giants of the Enlightenment, 
like Voltaire, were deists. The next level is immanentism: 
God created the universe and continues to act, but only 
through the continuing application of pre-existing laws, like 
a watchmaker who regularly winds a watch. Thomas 
Jefferson may be considered an immanentist. He believed 
in God the Creator and that Jesus (though not divine) was 
the greatest moral exemplar who ever lived. In his 
Preamble to the Declaration of Independence, Jefferson 
wrote: “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men 
are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator 
with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.” In his belief that God 
still acted in the world, he invoked, at the end of the 
Declaration, “a firm reliance on the protection of divine 
Providence.” Lightman believes that Einstein was also an 
immanentist. Of course, Biblical religion professes that God 
sometimes acts through miracles that are in contravention 
of pre-existing laws. Lightman calls this category 
interventionist and says that this is a place where science 
cannot go. 
 That said, Lightman humbly acknowledges the limits of 
current scientific knowledge and is invariably respectful 
towards religious faith. He acknowledges the integrity and 
scientific acumen of devout Christians like Francis Collins, 
head of the Human Genome Project, who came to faith 
through his groundbreaking research on DNA; Ian 
Hutchison, a professor of nuclear science and engineering 
at MIT; and Owen Gingerich, professor emeritus of 
astronomy at Harvard. Collins says that, since he became a 
believer at the age of 27, he has had no problem 
reconciling faith and science: “I simply would argue that you 
need to be thoughtful when you’re arguing a question—is 
this a faith question or a science question? As long as one 
keeps that distinction clearly in mind, I don’t see a conflict.” 
Hutchinson told Lightman, “The universe exists because of 
God’s actions. What we call ‘the laws of nature’ are upheld 
by God, and they are our descriptions of the normal way in 
which God orders the world. I do think miracles take place 
today and have taken place over history. I take the view 
that science is not all the reliable knowledge that exists. 
The evidence of the resurrection of Christ, for example, 
cannot be approached in a scientific way.” Gingerich said, 
“I believe that our physical universe is somehow wrapped 
within a broader and deeper spiritual universe in which 
miracles can occur…The scientific picture of the world is an 
important one. But it does not apply to all events…Faith is 
about hope rather than proof.” [To be continued] 

          Dave 
Prayer: Almighty God, may we never fear to learn the laws that 
govern your Creation, even as we gratefully acknowledge that 
you love us and respond to us as both your creatures and your 
children. In Jesus’ Name, Amen.  

Across Dave’s Desk. . . 
This week Senior Minister David Hartman continues his series on Faith and Science. 



OPEN FLOWER DATES 
 If you would like to donate the flowers for the 
worship service in the Sanctuary, the following date is 
open: February 28. To donate or for more info, call 
Peggy Fitts, Flower Coordinator, 781-2426. 

FIRST TIME GUESTS 
 We are excited to report that the following persons 
visited for the first time this past Sunday: Samantha 
Flores, Adam & Audri Austin, Greg Beckham, Amanda 
Bell, Darren Paige, Christina Rutledge, Tres Segler, Devin 
& Jennifer Smith. 

MEMBER NEWS 
Hospitalized: at Hospice is Corliss Wyatt. Released 

and back home is Bill Thacker. 
We want to be as inclusive as possible with our Member News, so if you know 
about an honor someone received, an important event in someone’s life, or about 
illness or death, please call the church—692-2282.  Thanks! 

TIME TO PRAY? 
 The Time to Pray team will start 
taking prayer requests on March 1st—so 
men and women—we need you to be part 
of the prayer team. 
 Those interested in being on the 
prayer team will meet for a brief meeting 

on Sunday, February 21st, after the 10:45 worship service 
in the Sanctuary. If you can’t make it to church at that 
time, you can call Nancy Jolliff at 766-2437 to let her 
know of your interest in being part of the team. 
 With no meetings after February 21, the prayer team 
will get periodic updates. New names will be added as 
soon as contacted. 

CHILDREN COME FIRST HAS CHOCOLATE! 
 Children Come First is selling World’s Finest 
Chocolate. Items are $2 each and include: chocolate 
covered almonds, milk chocolate almond bars, crisp bars, 
mint melt aways, and caramel whirls. If you would like to 
buy some chocolate, please stop by the CCF Office today! 

ALERT YOUR FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS! 
FRIENDS OF THE GROOM IS COMING! 

 What is Friends of the Groom, you may ask. It is a 
theater company from outside Cincinnati, Ohio, committed 
to revealing the Christian message with a unique blend of 
humor, story, challenging content, and scenes that are 
hard to forget. The traveling troupe of 3 actors has been 
using theater performances, educational workshops, and 
spiritual retreats to reveal the love of Christ since 1980 at 
thousands of locations from Anchorage to Athens, Boston 
to Beijing, and Jacksonville to Jerusalem. They will be 
with us on March 19 for an evening of dinner theater, and 
they will also be sharing in both worship services on 
March 20. Tickets for the dinner theater will be $20, and 
reservations must be made in advance. Both occasions 
would be a great time to invite your friends to come and 
share in this fun, moving, and inspirational event! You can 
see more about Friends of the Groom at: 
friendsofthegroom.org and on YouTube. 

YOUNG AGES PRESCHOOL OPEN HOUSE 
 Young Ages Preschool would like to cordially invite 
you to our “Down on the Farm” Open House on Tuesday 
evening, March 1st, from 6:00-7:00 p.m. in the Young 
Ages classrooms of our church. 
 Are you looking for a preschool for your child/
grandchild? Would you like to see what we do? Please 
come, look around and celebrate our student’s 
accomplishments. We are very proud of our preschool 
and we love to show off! 
 Our spring fundraiser will be a bake sale during the 
Open House and a raffle which will begin on Thursday, 
March 18th, to benefit our school. The raffle items will be 
posted around the church, listed in next week’s 
Challenger and put on the Young Ages Preschool 
Facebook page. You may purchase your raffle tickets 
from a YAS student, in the YAS office or in the church 
office. 

2016-17 School Enrollment Begins on March 1st 
 Registration packets will be available at Open House. 
For more information, please call Karen Bivona in the 
Young Ages office, 692-3640. 

  FROM THE MAILBOX 
Church Family, 
 Thanks for the cards, phone calls and expressions of 
concern. Most of all we thank you for all the prayers that 
were sent up on Richard’s behalf. He is improving 
everyday. 
      Christian Love to all, 
      Kay and Richard McQuiston 



              Young Ages Preschool Fundraiser Raffle Tickets
                                 $1.00 each or 6 tickets for $5.00
                  1 item per ticket – (6 ticket purchases – do NOT have to go for the same item)
                       Winners will be drawn on Wednesday, March 2nd 
                             You may purchase tickets from a Young Ages school student, YAS or FCC Office.
                   Payment is due at the time of purchase (Cash or Check made payable to Young Ages School)

ITEM BUSINESS DONATION Winners
1 SSB DANCE CENTER SUMMER DANCE CAMP (8 LESSONS) 1
2 KRINGLE PASTRY 2 KRINGLES - Chocolate Pecan & Cream Cheese 1
3 BALANCE YOGA & BARRE $50 GIFT CERTIFICATE 1
4 PELICAN'S RESTAURANT $50 GIFT CERTIFICATE 1
5 RIB CRIB $25 GIFT CERTIFICATE 1
6 CALAMITY'S $25 GIFT CARD 1
7 PUEBLO BOXING 90 DAYS FREE ($225 VALUE) 1
8 SERENITY $50 GIFT CARD (Boutique Only) 1
9 FRAMED $25 GIFT CERTIFICATE 1

10 SEWN CLOTHING GALLERY $50 GIFT CARD 1
11 M. LYNNE DESIGNS $25 GIFT CERTIFICATE 1
12 CATHY SCHMIDT KITCHEN ACCESSORIES BASKET ($45 Value) 1
13 TIMES RECORD NEWS 6 MONTH SUBSCRIPTION ($120 VALUE) 1
14 KEITH WINEINGER CHILDREN'S PICNIC TABLE ($150 VALUE) 1
15 KEITH WINEINGER METAL HOME SIGN ($50 Value) 1
16 JOLI JONQUE LEATHER BRACLET (Hand made) 1
17 MAZZIOS FREE BUFFET & DRINK FOR TWO 2
18 MAZZIOS FREE LARGE PIZZA - ONE TOPPING 4
19 SPA BELLA $25 GIFT CERTIFICATE (Spa Services Only) 1
20 MCALISTERS FREE LUNCH OR DINNER FOR TWO 2
21 AUDIO CONNECTIONS FREE WINDOW TINTING FOR 2 FRONT DOORS 1
22 GUNTER PROF. PILOT SERVICES 30 MIN AIRPLANE RIDE ($350 Value) 1
23 RIVER CREEK GOLF COURSE FREE GREEN FEE AND CART ($30 Value) 2
24 ALL AMERICAN CAR WASH $39.95 GIFT CARD 2
25 SALON CHICK ONE HOUR MASSAGE BY TRISH 1
26 STORKLAND $25 GIFT CARD 1
27 HOW GREAT THOU ART $25 GIFT CERTIFICATE 1
28 CHANI ROBERTSON HAIR CARE & MARY KAY PRODUCTS 1

                  All proceeds benefit Young Ages School



YOUNG AGES PRESCHOOL 

 RAFFLE ITEMS 

Item # 16 Handmade Leather Bracelet  

Made by Joli Jonque 
Item # 2  Kringle Pastries 

Cream Cheese and Chocolate Pecan 

Item # 12  Kitchen Accessories  Kit 

Donated by Cathy Schmidt 
Item # 15  Metal Home Sign (12” X 16”) 

Donated by Keith & Ivonne Wineinger 

Item # 28 Hair Care & Mary Kay items 

Donated by Chani Robertson 

Item # 14 Child Size Picnic Table 

Donated by Keith & Ivonne Wineinger 



THE CHURCH STAFF. . . Home Phone Number: 
Church Number 940-692-2282 
Dr. David Hartman, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Rev. Renee Hoke, Associate Minister 692-2282 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Justin Dickey, Director of Youth & Children’s Ministries 936-645-1215 
Rev. Erin Taylor, Director of Recovery Ministries 337-304-3038 
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Karen Bivona, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Pam Poulos, Receptionist Debbie Watson, Organist 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
FAX Number 940-696-3085 

FOR THE RECORD. . . 
Sunday School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 102 
8:40  Worship. . . 39  10:45 Worship. . .195 
 Total Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 234 
CGRM: Friday Faith Refuge . . N/A   Sunday Evening Ministry . . 27 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $16,698.52 
Sunday Receipts for 2/14/16 $6,446.77 
Through Feb. 15: Income $104,056.87 Expenses $108,952.55 

C
H

R
IS

T
IA

N
 C

H
A

LLE
N

G
E

R
 

F
irst C

hristian C
hurch 

3701 T
aft B

oulevard 
W

ichita F
alls, T

exas 76308 

T
H

E
 C

H
R

IS
T

IA
N

 C
H

A
LLE

N
G

E
R

 
P

ub. N
o. (U

S
P

S
 559-820).  P

ublished w
eekly 

during the school year w
ith exception the last 

w
eek in D

ecem
ber, &

 in June &
 July biw

eekly 
by F

irst C
hristian C

hurch, 3701 T
aft B

lvd., 
W

ichita 
F

alls 
T

X
 

76308-2315. 
 

P
eriodical 

postage 
paid 

at 
W

ichita 
F

alls 
T

X
. 

– 
P

O
S

T
M

A
S

T
E

R
: S

end A
ddress C

hanges to 
C

hristian 
C

hallenger, 
3701 

T
aft 

B
lvd., 

W
ichita F

alls, T
X

 76308-2315. 

This Sunday: 
8:40 & 10:45 Services: 

“Between Memory and Mystery: 
The Life of Faith” 

Luke 9:28-43a 
Rev. Renee Hoke 

PERSECUTED CHURCH PRAYERS 
THIS WEEK ARE FOR: 

Pray for Christian converts from Islam, who face opposition and 
violence in Brunei. 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

Bill Jennings, Ann Hunter; Cindy Hernandez, Presiding 
DIACONATE COMMUNION VISITATION 

Slate Westbrook, Caitlin Hartman, Amy James 
DIACONATE COMMUNION PREPARATION 

Jill Griffin & Jon Hartman 
FEBRUARY DIACONATE SERVERS 

Jody & Brandi Brannon, Kay Jackson, June Lemmon, James Poole, Billy 
Thacker, Catherine Earley, Caitlin Hartman, Kathleen Lauck, Michael 
Pettibon, Sandra Whatley, Lee DeVilbiss, Jill Griffin, Jon Hartman, 
Debbie & Mark Turnbow, Luke Ward. 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday, February 21, 2016  
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
9:45 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary) 
3:45 Chancel Ringers (Stratten Hall) 
4:00 Pastor’s Class (Rm 310) 
5:00 Grow in Grace Choir (Grades K-5) (Stratten Hall) 
5:00 Come As You Are  (Grades 6-12) (Room 403C) 
5:14 CGRM Bible Study (Fellowship Hall) 
5:45 Young Disciples Group (Grades K-5) (Rm 309 & 311) 
6:00 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Groups: 
  Anger Recovery (Rm 304) 
  Chemical Addictions Recovery (Rm 305) 
  Parenting (Rm 306) 
  Women’s C.A.R.E. (Rm 307) 
  Family Challenges (Rm 310) 
7:00 CGRM Dinner (Fellowship Hall) 
Monday, February 22, 2016 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-F) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages School (MT-F) 
10:15 FCC Staff Meeting (Office) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, February 23, 2016 
2:00 Library Committee (Library) 
6:00 Executive Council Meeting (Rm 402) 
Wednesday, February 24, 2016   
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 402/Chapel) 
5:00 Mid-Week Communion Service (Chapel) 
5:30 Feast Fellowship Meal (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00-7:00 Feast Small Groups: 
  Young Disciples Group (Grades K-5) (Rm 309 & 311) 
  360 (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403C) 
  Adult Bible Study (Rm 305) 
7:00-7:15 Feast Communion & Prayer (Chapel) 
7:00-8:30 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
7:15-8:00 Feast Open Gym 
8:15-9:30 FCC Boys Basketball League Team Practice (Gym) 
Thursday, February 25, 2016 
1:30 Knit Wits (Parlor) 
6:00-10:00 Boys Basketball League Games (Gym) 
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