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Who me? A reading mentor? 
 Beginning with the 2013-2014 school year, Wichita 
Falls ISD has been hard at work recruiting an army of 
volunteer readers dedicated to helping students realize 
maximum academic achievement by building strong 
reading skills. These volunteers read to an assigned 
student from one to three times per week for 
approximately 30 minutes each session. 
 Why is reading so important? 
 
 25-40 percent of children in the U.S. struggle 

academically because they do not read well 
enough 

 One-third of students in the U.S. are not school-
ready when they enter kindergarten and lack the 
skills needed for a successful learning 
experience. 

 45 percent of fourth grade students cannot read 
fluently, even when they read grade level stories 
aloud under supportive testing conditions. 

 A student who cannot read on grade level by 
third grade is four times less likely to graduate 
on time. Add poverty to the equation, and the 
student is 13 times less likely to graduate on 
time. 

 In WFISD, approximately 23 percent of first 
graders read below grade level when they begin 
second grade. 

 
 Fain Elementary, the adopted school for First 
Christian Church, began its Read 2 Learn program this 
year. More volunteers are needed now to work with 
second graders. This Friday, January 8, January Jones 
with Partners in Education of WFISD will provide a one 
hour training session in the FCC Parlor. The session 
begins at noon and lunch will be provided. Please join us! 2016 Elders & Deacons 



Across Dave’s Desk. . . 
“What a Great Time to be a Christian!” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gaetano Bellei, “Consolation” 
 

 Yesterday, Renee and I were visiting one of our good 
members. She related the New Year’s Eve benediction of 
one of her friends, a scholar in English literature who had 
had more than her share of sorrows and adversities: 
“Farewell, 2015: thou stunketh!” (or words to that effect). A 
lot of folks had reason to think the same way about 2015. 
Of course, in the midst of all the bad news about terror 
attacks, brutal wars, millions of refugees, drug-resistant 
bacteria, rising seas, and economic uncertainty, there was 
also some very good news, notably that our drought 
ended. Not only did our drought end in dramatic fashion 
(thank you, dear merciful Lord!), there was also good 
news  about…there  was  good  news  about…well,  our 
drought ended. Maybe 2016 will be better? 
 In 1988, I was serving Olive Branch Christian Church 
near Williamsburg, Virginia. I was blessed to have a wise 
friend and spiritual mentor named Richard Hughes “Dick” 
Carter. A scion of Virginia gentry, Dick had been almost 
blind since birth. Despite that, he was a scholar and 
theologian of immense depth, a man of large and gracious 
spirit. He and his wife Patsy had had three children in 
three years (Dick called them his “Irish triplets”), the oldest 
of  whom  was  his  son  and  namesake,  Richard,  Jr., 
nicknamed  “Dickie.”  As  an  ordained  deacon  in  the 
Episcopal  Church,  it  was  Dick’s  custom  on  Sunday 
afternoons to conduct a worship service at Eastern State 
Hospital (the equivalent of our State Hospital). Dickie 
drove his father to the services, and sat dutifully through 
them. Since most of the congregation consisted of those 
who were suffering from mental illness severe enough to 
require hospitalization, the services were always fraught 
with interest. When he was 19, Dickie asked his father if 
he could give one of the messages. His father consented, 
and the message Dickie gave, his father remembered, 
was filled with grace. He told the patients that they were 
loved by God, and their lives were inherently valuable; 
that the measure of a life did not consist of its worst days; 
that  their  present  location  was  not  their  eternal 
destination. Dick was so proud of his son, wise beyond his 
years. On the way back home, a line squall blew in off of 
the York River. The car hydroplaned and crashed into a 
tree. Dickie was killed, and Dick’s legs were crushed. In 
the months to come, he was filled with physical pain, 

inconsolable grief and deep anger at God: “My son had 
just told a congregation of very sick people that God loved 
them. He didn’t have to be there. He was there by choice, 
to bring good news of God’s mercy to people who were 
not his own. If he had not been there, none of this would 
have happened. I couldn’t get past the grief and anger 
until I read something Kierkegaard said about Job and his 
only sin.” Job, of course, was the righteous man and 
faithful servant of God who, in one fell swoop, lost his 
children, his wealth and his health. Job’s wife told him to 
curse God and die. His friends told him to own up to 
whatever terrible sin he must have committed. Instead, 
Job cried out  to  God,  asking why this  calamity  had 
befallen him. “Kierkegaard said Job’s only sin was his 
failure to give thanks to God for the blessings he had had. 
Once I began to give thanks to God for the blessings I had 
had—a wonderful son, the ability to walk without pain—I 
began  to  find  peace,  or  at  least  homeostasis.” 
“Homeostasis?” I asked. Dick answered, “It’s the stability—
the equilibrium—that plants need to thrive. It applies to us, 
too. We need stability. We can’t dwell in perpetual chaos.” 
 Anyway, in 1988, things started to happen at the 
church.  For  four  years,  it  had  been  a  model  of 
graciousness and hospitality—full on Sundays, offerings 
above budget, a surge of young families joining, a strong 
sense of mission. I began to think that this was normal—
the  full  sanctuary,  the  budgetary  surplus,  the  happy 
congregation—until for reasons I couldn’t quite fathom, 
things started to change. Members bickered with each 
other.  The  sermons  didn’t  resonate.  Attendance  and 
offerings declined. Having recently felt (rather arrogantly) 
like the exemplar of a successful young pastor, I began to 
feel like a failure. I went to Dick, sat with him in his 
genteel garden, told him what was going on, and asked 
for his wisdom. He smiled broadly. 
 “Davey, my boy. Of course this is going to happen. It’s 
a Presidential election year.” What? “Look around,” he 
said. “Partisan tensions rising. Airwaves are filled with 
abusive commercials. Swords drawn. Families divided. 
The last election in 1984 might have been ‘Morning in 
America’ [the theme of the Reagan campaign—carried 
every state but Minnesota], but he’s leaving office, and 
there will  be a new President. You will  see a lot of 
division, even in your church. Not all of it will be of your 
doing—though you must be mindful of those instances 
when it is. Remain faithful to the Lord Jesus, and in the 
fullness of time it will pass, until it comes again.” “I guess 
that means it’s going to be an awful year,” I sighed. “More 
than likely,” Dick said. “But that also means that the 
Christian virtues of faith, hope and love will be more 
needful than ever. Think about the opportunities.” “What 
opportunities?” I asked. Dick boomed, “What a great time 
to be a Christian!” 
 Bad as 2015 might  have been, 2016 may really 
stinketh. If so, think about the opportunity. What a great 
time to be a Christian! 

          Dave 
Prayer: Loving God, whatever befalls in 2016, may we be 
faithful to your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and practice 
love to all of your people. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 



Need a special gift? 
Sterling silver chalice charms 

are being offered by the CWF ladies. 
Cost is $50. Available in the church office. 

JANUARY MINISTRY MEETINGS 
Tuesday, January 12, 2016 

7:00 pm 
Property - Rm 402 

 

Tuesday, January 19, 2016 
6:00 pm, Fellowship & Scout Halls 

Education, Evangelism, Membership, Stewardship & 
World Outreach 

 

7:00 pm, Fellowship Hall 
Worship 

 

If you will need childcare, please RSVP to the church 
office, 692-2282, by noon on 
Mondays, January 11 & 18. 

CHRISTIAN WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP 
 The January CWF Luncheon will be this Monday, 
January 11th, at 11:45 am in the Fellowship Hall. The 
program will be Rita Gauthier with Work Force Solutions. 
The devotional will be given by Patt Giddings and the 
service offering will go to Hands Wichita Adult Literacy 
Council. Reservations are not required and guests are 
welcome. Cost is $5.00 per person. 
 The CWF Board will meet at 10:30 am in Room 310 
prior to the luncheon. 

OPEN FLOWER DATES 
 If you would like to donate the flowers for the 
worship service in the Sanctuary, the following dates 
are open: January 17, 24 & 31. To donate or for more 
info, call Peggy Fitts, Flower Coordinator, 781-2426. 

A NOTE FROM THE 
STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY 

 Thank you for your loving gifts to 
the church, gifts of time and talent and 
offerings. We trust that we will together, 
as the Body of Christ, provide for our 
church in the year to come. If you have 
not turned in your Estimate of Giving for 
2016, we hope you will prayerfully 
consider doing so soon. Each 
commitment enables us to be faithful 
stewards when planning our church’s 
budget for 2016. Thank you for your 

generosity and may God richly bless you and your loved ones. 
 

ESTIMATES OF GIVING AS OF MONDAY, JAN. 4 
144 Commitments = $594,634.00 

Stewardship Campaign 
for 2016 

More Than We Deserve 
Greater Than We Imagine 

FIRST TIME VISITORS 
We are excited to report that the following persons 
visited for the first time on Sunday, December 27: 
Susan Goetz, Ford & Julienne Sweeney, and 
Rebekah Jones; and on Sunday, January 3: 
Sharon D. Kuhn and Linda Scott. 

MEMBER NEWS 
Hospitalized: at URHCS is Betty Etoch & Richard 

McQuiston; at Health South Rehab is Cherry Medina; at 
UT Southwestern-Dallas is Emily Strickland Villegas. 
Released and back home is Tonia Machado. 

Our sympathies are extended to Claudine Farrell 
and Family on learning of the death of her mother, 
Paulette Clapp on January 4. Services will be Sunday, 
January 10, at 2:00 pm in the Chapel. 

Our condolences are extended to former Director of 
Music Karlene Boucher on learning of the death of her 
husband, Bill Boucher, on January 5. 
We want to be as inclusive as possible with our Member News, so if you know 
about an honor someone received, an important event in someone’s life, or about 
illness or death, please call the church—692-2282.  Thanks! 

CHILDREN COME FIRST 
 Children Come First is looking for a qualified, loving, 
caregiver to work part-time with infants and substitute in 
all classrooms. If interested, please apply in the CCF 
Office, Monday-Friday, from 9:00-6:00. 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
Sunday, January 10, 2016, Sanctuary 

Immediately following 10:45 worship service 
NEW CHURCH BOARD MEETING 

Sunday, January 10, 2016, Sanctuary 
Immediately following Congregational Meeting 

ORDINATION OF ELDERS 
This Sunday, January 10, 2016 

10:45 Sanctuary Worship Service 

JOURNEY THROUGH SCRIPTURE 
 Journey Through Scripture will resume this Sunday, 
December 10th, at 9:45 am in the Church Parlor. Our 
subject will be “Forms of Islam: Diversity Among 
Muslims.” 

MARY SUE WINSTEAD COATS FOR KIDS 
 In November our congregation gave the gift of warm 
coats to 556 elementary students. Each January the 
Coats for Kids committee starts to prepare for this project 
by shopping the after Christmas sales. The shoppers 
have begun to check stores for bargains. Your generous 
donations make this project possible. Donations to this on
-going project are encouraged during the month of Janu-
ary. Sunday, January 31, during the Church School hour 
we will have a Coats for Kids Celebration Breakfast. 

OFFERING ENVELOPES 
 If you requested offering envelopes for 2016 they are 
now available for you to pick up from the counter behind 
the front desk in the church office. If you didn’t request 
envelopes and would like them, please call Financial 
Secretary Tina Williams in the church office, 692-2282. 



THE CHURCH STAFF. . . Home Phone Number: 
Church Number 940-692-2282 
Dr. David Hartman, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Rev. Renee Hoke, Associate Minister 692-2282 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Justin Dickey, Director of Youth & Children’s Ministries 936-645-1215 
Rev. Erin Taylor, Director of Recovery Ministries 337-304-3038 
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Karen Bivona, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Pam Poulos, Receptionist Debbie Watson, Organist 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
FAX Number 940-696-3085 

FOR THE RECORD. . . 
Sunday School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 78 
8:40  Worship. . . 43  10:45 Worship. . .199 
 Total Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 242 
CGRM: Friday Women’s Refuge . .  n/a Sunday Evening Ministry . . 25 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $16,698.52 
Sunday Receipts for 1/3/16 $6,770.00 
Through Dec. 28: Income $777,740.63 Expenses $780,582.48 
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This Sunday: 
8:40 & 10:45 Services: 

“The Dangerous Act of Loving Your Neighbor” 
Luke 10:25-37 

Rev. Renee Hoke 
 

5:14 CGRM Worship Service: 
Rev. Erin Taylor 

PERSECUTED CHURCH PRAYERS 
THIS WEEK ARE FOR: 

Pray for creative evangelism to Muslims who come to Saudi 
Arabia on religious pilgrimage. 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

Kenn Hill, Cathy Gately; Gary Ballard, Presiding 
DIACONATE COMMUNION VISITATION 

Shirley Craft, Robinsue Miller, Curtis Sullivan 
DIACONATE COMMUNION PREPARATION 

Sherry Tucker & Cathy Biggs 
JANUARY DIACONATE SERVERS 

Debi & Larry Ballard, Vicki Kunkle, Robinsue Miller, Curtis Sullivan, 
Sherry Tucker, Cathy Biggs, Philip Dudenhoeffer, Claudine Farrell, Amy 
James, Andrew Allen, Bob & Mary Carlton, Colleen James, Sandra 
Ross, Diane Spiller, Ainslee Buckley, Luke Machado. 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday, January 10, 2016  
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
9:45 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary) 
 Ordination of Elders 
12:00 Congregational Meeting (Sanctuary) 
12:00 New Church Board Meeting (Sanctuary) 
12:00 Youth Leadership Meeting (Rm 405) 
2:00 Memorial Service for Paulette Clapp (Chapel) 
3:45 Chancel Ringers (Stratten Hall) 
5:00 Grow in Grace Choir (Grades K-5) (Stratten Hall) 
5:00 Come As You Are  (Grades 6-12) (Room 403C) 
5:14 CGRM Evening Ministry (Fellowship Hall) 
5:45 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Rm 309 & 311) 
6:00 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Groups: 
  Anger Recovery (Rm 304) 
  Chemical Addictions Recovery (Rm 305) 
  Parenting (Rm 306) 
  Women’s C.A.R.E. (Rm 307) 
  Family Challenges (Rm 310) 
7:00 CGRM Dinner (Fellowship Hall) 
Monday, January 11, 2016 
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-F) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages School (M-F) 
10:15 FCC Staff Meeting (Office) 
10:30 CWF Board Meeting (Rm 310) 
11:45 CWF Luncheon (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00 Boys Basketball League Coaches Meeting (Rm 405) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, January 12, 2016 
2:00 Library Committee (Library) 
7:00 Property Ministry Meeting (Rm 402) 
Wednesday, January 13, 2016   
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 402/Chapel) 
5:00 Mid-Week Communion Service (Chapel) 
5:30-6:00 Feast Fellowship Meal (Rm 402/405) 
6:00-7:00 Feast Small Groups: 
  Young Disciples Group (Grades K-5) (Rm 309 & 311) 
  360 (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403C) 
  Adult Bible Study (Rm 305) 
7:00-7:15 Feast Communion & Prayer (Chapel) 
7:00-8:30 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
7:15-8:00 Feast Open Gym 
Thursday, January 14, 2016 
1:30 Knit Wits (Parlor) 


