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Join us this Sunday for a Thanksgiving Luncheon 
in celebration of Commitment Sunday 

and the conclusion of our Stewardship Campaign for 2016. 

 Every year about this time when the temperatures 
drop and the nights grow longer, First Christian Church 
engages in a love-your-neighbor project that touches 
hundreds of households across our fair city. By the end of 
this week, more than 530 brand new coats for boys and 
girls will be delivered to elementary schools. School 
counselors who request the coats based on need gladly 
distribute the coats as soon as they arrive. This weekend 
when the thermometer edges toward freezing, hundreds 
of boys and girls will be snug and stylish. 
 FCC’s Coats for Kids began in 1999. That first year, 
289 coats were delivered to 21 elementary schools, 4 

junior highs, the state hospital and Carrigan Vocational 
Center. As with any long-term ministry, the details change 
from year to year. Shopping for coats is a year-round 
effort now. Donations are needed now so that our expert 
shoppers can begin to build next year’s inventory. 
Beginning in 2014, a worship component (blessing of 
coats and the children who wear them) has been added to 
help the congregation connect with the project. 
 May God bless each child we serve, the FCC 
volunteers who make the ministry possible, and our 
generous, loving congregation. 

LOVING OUR NEIGHBORS THROUGH COATS FOR KIDS 

Pictures left to right: 1) Ted Lauck, Bob Carlton, Diana Costello & Mary Carlton work on filling coat orders. 2) Coats of many colors 
being delivered to WFISD elementary schools. 3) Lee DeVilbiss working with the coats. 

ADVENT WORKSHOP 
 It’s time for Advent Workshop. Advent signals the beginning of a time of preparation, 
reflection, and remembering the joyous celebration of Jesus’ birth at Christmas. Children 
need to hear and experience our faith story at all times of the year, but never more than at 
Christmas. 
 At First Christian Church we prepare for Advent by joining together in Fellowship Hall 
on the first Sunday of Advent (November 29th from 5-7 pm) to make simple crafts. A meal 
of stew, cornbread, biscuits, cookies and chicken nuggets will be served around 6:15 pm. 
Donations for the meal and craft supplies will be collected. 
 What better way to experience and express the yearnings and joys of the season than 
by engaging in creative activities that appeal to the senses? 



Across Dave’s Desk. . . 
More Than We Deserve, Greater Than We Imagine 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rev. Marcia Fuson and my father, November 8, 2015 
 
 Our  theme  for  this  year’s  stewardship  campaign 
comes from a book by Max Lucado entitled “Grace: More 
Than We Deserve, Better Than We Imagined.” Grace has 
been much on my mind lately, inspired by a flood of 
memories and ever-growing gratitude. The older I get, the 
more cognizant I become of having been the recipient of 
extraordinary blessings I neither earned nor deserved, 
such as being born into a middle-class family in the United 
States of America (in this hard world, being born is itself 
an act of grace, the loving choice of a birth mother who 
wanted us here). My parents valued education, held high 
moral standards, and insured that my sister and I were 
raised in a church, where we were taught the scriptures 
and learned about the grace of God in Jesus Christ. 
 We don’t give to a church to meet a budget. We give 
out of gratitude for God’s grace. As Max Lucado wrote,  
 

We are Jesus Christ’s; we belong to him…Do you clean 
up so he can accept you? No, he accepts you and 
begins cleaning you up. His dream isn’t just to get you 
into heaven but to get heaven into you…budging you 
from graceless to grace-shaped living. The gift-given 
giving gifts. Forgiven people forgiving people…Grace is 
everything Jesus. Grace lives because he does, works 
because he works, and matters because he matters. 

 

*** 
 

 Last week, after 57 years, the Hartman family home in 
Hampton, Virginia,  was vacated when we moved my 
father 300 miles to an assisted living facility near my 
sister, Linda. My father turns 96 on November 21, and his 
Parkinson’s has become acute. Of course, caring for an 
elderly parent can be exhausting and exasperating. That 
my father was able to stay in his home that long was 
solely because of my sister’s devoted attention and that of 
her  husband,  Steve,  the  world’s  best  brother-in-law. 
Before we loaded up the U-Haul and drove off, we wanted 
to take Dad to church one last time, and he very much 
wanted to go. He has belonged to First Christian Church 

(Disciples  of  Christ)  of  Hampton  ever  since  First 
Presbyterian of Newport News, where my sister and I 
were raised and where Dad served as an elder, closed its 
doors in 2001. That was a sad day. With my mother’s 
Alzheimer’s worsening—she passed away eleven months 
after First Presbyterian’s closing—Dad needed the love 
and support of a new church family, so he visited First 
Christian. It’s just a mile from his home, across the street 
from my old junior high school, and since I’m a minister in 
the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), he hoped the 
folks might be welcoming. They were, enormously so, and 
he’s been very happy there. I’m really thankful to that 
gracious congregation and to its wonderful minister, Rev. 
Marcia Fuson. 
 I decided to walk to church that Sunday, while Steve 
and Linda drove Dad. I passed the houses of childhood 
friends, and the Northampton Pool—where I’d spent some 
of the happiest days of my life—and Jefferson Davis Junior 
High School. The memories flowed. By the time I got to 
church, Dad, Linda and Steve still hadn’t arrived, so I 
slipped into one of the choice pews near the back. When 
the service started, Pastor Marcia saw me, called out a 
greeting, and asked where my father was. “He’s on the 
way,” I said. Twenty minutes later, they still hadn’t arrived, 
so I went outside to call. There was no answer on either 
Steve or Linda’s phones. An elder walked outside to make 
sure everything was OK, and offered me his car. I was 
getting ready to take his keys when he said, “Here they 
come.” Steve drove up, I went to help Dad out, and asked 
Linda what happened. “He had an ‘accident,’” she said. 
Every child of an elderly parent—or parent of a small child—
will understand what “accident” is a euphemism for. By the 
time we got him in and settled, I was flustered, and not 
particularly focused on worship. Then, during the prayer 
concerns, Pastor Marcia said, “I received the sad news 
this morning that this is the last Sunday our beloved David 
Hartman will  be worshiping with us. He is moving to 
Christiansburg to be near his daughter.” She invited the 
congregation to say a word to him after the service, and 
then, as she said this, walked down the aisle, knelt beside 
him, took his hand and said, “David, we want you to know 
that you go with our love and with our prayers. We will 
always miss you, we will always honor you, and we will 
always be grateful for the time we had together. And in 
Jesus’ Name, I look forward to the time we are all together 
again.” 
 That’s  what  a  church  is,  and  why,  for  all  of  its 
challenges, it is still an instrument of grace. That’s why, in 
the  hard  times,  we  are  sustained  by  gratitude  and 
memories. And that is why the church is the place where, 
more than any other, we learn that God’s grace in Jesus 
Christ is more than we deserve, and greater than we 
imagine. 

          Dave 
P.S. When I pulled my phone out during Pastor Marcia’s 
grace-filled benediction in order to take this photo, Linda 
wanted to know why in the world I would start texting right 
then. Sigh…siblings! 
 
Prayer: Almighty and loving God, thank you for your loving 
grace in Jesus Christ our Lord, and for the church your 
Holy Spirit has created. Make us grateful, we pray, in His 
name, Amen. 



“The Gift of Christmas” 
CWF Christmas Brunch 

& Bake Sale 
Monday, December 7th, Fellowship Hall 

 The twelfth biannual CWF Christmas Brunch 
and Bake Sale will be held on December 7th. The 
doors will open for the bake sale at 10:30 and a 
delicious brunch will be served at 11:30. A former 
member and Priscilla of our church, Rev. Judy 
Brock, will provide the devotion and The Encore 
Choir will entertain guests with beautiful 
Christmas music. The bake sale will include 
yummy home baked items from church 
members. Tickets may be purchased from CWF 
members or through the church office. The cost is 
$10.00 and seating is limited. Your check will be 
your reservation. Tables of eight may be 
reserved for persons buying a block of eight 
tickets. 
 Proceeds from this fundraiser will be divided 
between our community and church projects. 
Please mark your calendars and invite friends to 
attend this festive event! 
    Melissa Hogan & Cathy Biggs 

FIRST TIME VISITORS 
We are excited to report that the following persons 
visited for the first time on Sunday: Josh & Kendra 
Ball, Cameron Carter, Mr. & Mrs. GT Kimbell. 

MEMBER NEWS 
Hospitalized: at URHCS is Bud Rafuse; at Baylor-

Dallas is Steven Dickey; at Promise Hospital is Inis 
Dudenhoeffer; at Health South Rehab is Paulette Clapp; 
at Senior Care Rehab is Corliss Wyatt & Peggy Nunn-Hill; 
at Windmill Rehab is Sherrie Phillips. 
We want to be as inclusive as possible with our Member News, so if you know 
about an honor someone received, an important event in someone’s life, or about 
illness or death, please call the church—692-2282.  Thanks! 

2015 THANKSGIVING SPECIAL OFFERING 
 The Thanksgiving Offering benefits the Colleges, 
Universities, Seminaries, and Divinity Houses affiliated 
with the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). These 
learning communities are an extension of the church, 
challenging students to understand and respond to God’s 
call to serve. 
 From the very beginnings of the movement, Disciples 
have founded institutions of higher learning, encouraging 
students in their intellectual pursuits. The Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) is still committed to higher 
education. Your gift to the Thanksgiving Offering helps 
underwrite the education of students attending one of our 
fourteen undergraduate institutions and our seven 
seminaries or divinity houses. 
 Please consider giving generously to this year’s 
Thanksgiving Offering which will be received on Sundays, 
November 15 & 22. 

TIME TO ORDER POINSETTIAS! 
We will be using 100 poinsettias to 
decorate the Chapel & Sanctuary for 
Advent. If you would like to furnish one 
in memory or honor of a loved one, 
please fill out the form below and return 
it with your check to the church office. 
The poinsettias are $7.50 each and the 
deadline to order is December 1st. 

 

Donor _________________________________________ 
 
In memory/honor of ______________________________ 
 (circle one) 
 

In memory/honor of ______________________________ 
 (circle one) 
 

In memory/honor of ______________________________ 
 (circle one) 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
For Office use only: date received______________________# ordered_________ 
 
Total paid__________________________ Cash / Check #___________________ 

OUR SOCK TREE 
 For the 20th year the Sock Tree for 
Fain Elementary School students is up in 
the church office. Let’s decorate it with 
colorful socks, hats and gloves! 

“The Gift of Christmas” 
CWF Christmas Bake Sale 

 Church members, please consider providing 1 or 2 
baked items for the CWF Christmas Brunch and Bake 
Sale on Monday, December 7th. Each item will need to 
be attractively wrapped and labeled. The items may be 
brought to the Fellowship Hall anytime Sunday, 
December 6th, and placed on the stage. Thank you for 
taking part in this fundraiser. Our church and community 
will both benefit from your generosity. 

CHURCH BUILDING, OFFICES & 
ALL PROGRAMS WILL BE CLOSED ON 

THURSDAY & FRIDAY, NOVEMBE 26 & 27, 
FOR THE THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY! 

WELCOME NEW MEMBER! 
 It was a joy to welcome Jan Pitts into our fellowship by 
private statement of transfer from Highland Heights 
Christian Church on November 11. Jan’s contact 
information is 2424 Marika Circle, 76308, 733-3044. 
Welcome, Jan! 



Please make your reservation today! 

More Than We Deserve 
Greater Than We Imagine 

 

 Stewardship Campaign for 2016 

Commitment Sunday, November 22nd  
 

Rev. Renee Hoke, Preaching 
 

“Imagine” 
Ephesians 3:7-21 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

We hope you’ll join us for a great meal and  fellowship! 



AN EXCERPT FROM DAVE’S SERMON THIS PAST SUNDAY: 

 Our theme for this year’s stewardship campaign comes from a book 

by Max Lucado, a much-beloved and admired minister and writer from 

San Antonio. The book is called: “Grace: More Than We Deserve, Better 

Than We Imagined.” The older I get, the more cognizant I become of 

having been the beneficiary of extraordinary blessings I neither earned, 

nor deserve. The blessing of being born into a middle-class family in the 

United States of America, to parents who valued education, who held 

high standards of honor and decency, who insured that my sister and I 

were raised in a church, where we learned the scriptures, and came to 

understand about such ancient verities as sin and redemption, judgment 

and forgiveness, life and death and life everlasting. I look back at the life 

I was given, and I realize that for all of its challenges, and for its times of 

sorrow and sadness and failure, it has been far more than I deserve; given 

how hard this world can be, it has been far better than I could have 

imagined. I realize that in this world, the mere fact of being born is an act 

of grace, the loving choice of a mother who wanted us here. And the 

place where I learned these things was in a church, a community of 

Christians, who, whatever other motives are at work, are ultimately here 

because of the love and the grace of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 That’s what church is. That’s why, in the hard times, we are 

sustained by gratitude and memories. That is why the church is still an 

instrument of grace. And that is why it is more than we deserve and 

greater than we imagine.  Amen. 



THE CHURCH STAFF. . . Home Phone Number: 
Church Number 940-692-2282 
Dr. David Hartman, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Rev. Renee Hoke, Associate Minister 692-2282 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Justin Dickey, Director of Youth & Children’s Ministries 936-645-1215 
Rev. Erin Taylor, Director of Recovery Ministries 337-304-3038 
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Karen Bivona, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Pam Poulos, Receptionist Debbie Watson, Organist 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
FAX Number 940-696-3085 

FOR THE RECORD. . . 
Sunday School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 99 
8:40  Worship. . . 33  10:45 Worship. . .190 
 Total Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 223 
CGRM Evening Ministry. . . . . . . 22 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $16,698.52 
Sunday Receipts for 11/15/15 $12,113.36 
Through Nov. 16: Income $657,521.03 Expenses $705,450.76 
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This Sunday: 
8:40 & 10:45 Services: 

“Imagine” 
Ephesians 3:7-21 
Rev. Renee Hoke 

 

5:14 CGRM Worship Service: 
Rev. Dave Brummett in the Chapel 

PERSECUTED CHURCH PRAYERS 
THIS WEEK ARE FOR: 

Pray for Mr. “Yu” and his ministry of sending Scripture leaflets to 
North Korea. 

SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

Roma Prassel, Andy Wilson; Cindy Hernandez, Presiding 
DIACONATE COMMUNION VISITATION 

Linda Carr, Larry Carr 
DIACONATE COMMUNION PREPARATION 

Linda & Larry Carr 
NOVEMBER DIACONATE SERVERS 

Debbi Schmidt, Captain; Billy Thacker, Vice-Captain; Robert & Sally 
Hastings, Gidget & Michael Pettibon, Debi & Larry Ballard, Shirley Craft, 
June Lemmon, Robinsue & Wendi Miller, James Poole, Larry & Linda 
Carr, Kathleen Lauck, Sandra Whatley, Ben Sabine, Luke Ward.. 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Saturday, November 21, 2015 
9:00 Leave on Chi Rho/CYF Mystery Trip 
10:00 Deliver Thanksgiving Baskets (Fellowship Hall) 
Sunday, November 22, 2015  
COMMITMENT SUNDAY  
THANKSGIVING SPECIAL OFFERING 
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
9:45 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:00 Thanksgiving Fellowship Luncheon (Fellowship Hall) 
3:45 Chancel Ringers (Stratten Hall) 
5:00 Grow in Grace Choir (Grades K-5) (Stratten Hall) 
5:00 Come As You Are  (Grades 6-12) (Room 403C) 
5:14 CGRM Evening Ministry (Chapel) 
5:45 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Rm 309 & 311) 
6:00 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Groups: 
  Anger Recovery (Rm 304) 
  Chemical Addictions Recovery (Rm 305) 
  Parenting (Rm 306) 
  Women’s C.A.R.E. (Rm 307) 
  Family Challenges (Rm 310) 
Monday, November 23, 2014  
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-W) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages School (M-Tu) 
10:00 CWF Preparing Wreaths (Scout Hall) 
10:15 FCC Staff Meeting (Office) 
10:30 YAS Thanksgiving Feast (Mon. & Tues.) (Fellowship Hall) 
5:00 CCF Training (Rm 402) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, November 24, 2015 
2:00 Library Committee (Library) 
6:30 Executive Council Mtg (Rm 402) 
Wednesday, November 25, 2015   
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 402/Chapel) 
NO Young Ages School 
NO Mid-Week Communion Service (Chapel) 
NO Feast Fellowship Meal (Fellowship Hall) 
NO Feast Small Groups: 
  Young Disciples Group (Grades K-5) (Rm 309 & 311) 
  360 (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403C) 
  Adult Bible Study: “New Testament Writings” (Rm 305) 
NO Feast Communion & Prayer (Chapel) 
NO Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
NO Feast Open Gym 
Thursday, November 26, 2015 
THANKSGIVING 
Church Building, Offices & All Programs Closed 
Friday, November 27, 2015 
Church Building, Offices & All Programs Closed 
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