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BE RECONCILED: A SPECIAL OFFERING 
 The year 2015 has catapulted the conversation about human 
brokenness evidenced in the sin of racism and perpetuated in our 
institutional structures and systems. Your generous donations to 
Reconciliation Ministry are transforming lives and strengthening Christ's 
witness in the world that we love one another, even as Christ continues 
to love us! 
 The 2015 Reconciliation Offering will be received this Sunday, 
October 4. The Special Offering is used to fund our Church’s mission to 
become a pro-reconciling and anti-racist church utilizing the tools of 
education, inclusive worship and intentional dialogue. Our efforts to 
promote healing, relationship and restoration in the whole family of God 
are enlivened by funds from this offering providing for programs of 
leadership development, curriculum for dialogue and learning, and 
partnerships within the Church and our communities. 

Art Boards 
 Did you notice the new paintings on the boards near the church library? If not, stop by to see what’s up. 
There are 5 paintings by Shirley Steele Rescorla (Glorie’s daughter). They are from a mixed media exhibit 
called “Hand and Machine”. First, Shirley wrote a computer program to generate a moving series of geometric 
shapes and lines (the machine). She selected images from the continuous program to print onto clear mylar. 
Then she applied paint with brushes and spattering, interweaving brush marks and spatters (the hand) with 
the mechanical computer images. The work was part of a 2014 exhibit at Ceres Gallery in New York City. 



Across Dave’s Desk. . . 
Francis in America 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pope Francis, Vice-President Joe Biden, 
Speaker of the House John Boehner 

 
 Speaker of the House John Boehner, a devout 
Catholic, had tried for twenty years to procure a papal 
address to Congress. Last Thursday, his heartfelt desire 
was fulfilled. Congress, by design, is the most politically 
charged institution in the nation. Republican Speaker 
Boehner and Democratic Vice-President Joe Biden (there 
in his Constitutional capacity as President of the Senate) 
sat on the dais behind him as Pope Francis spoke. Though 
both are Catholic, each applauded different points in the 
address. Though both were moved, Boehner openly wept. 
After a private meeting—one in which Francis asked 
Boehner to pray for him—he announced that he was 
stepping down as both Speaker of the House and member 
of Congress. As Speaker, Boehner holds one of the most 
powerful positions in the country, next in line of succession 
to the Presidency. After years of partisan fighting, and an 
unfathomable amount of soul-weariness, his encounter 
with Francis led him to seek a higher calling. 
 There was something in Francis’ Congressional 
address that every partisan could cheer, or dispute. On 
NPR’s The Diane Rehm Show, Lisa Lerer of the 
Associated Press observed that Francis addressed such 
politically charged issues as “climate change, abortion, 
refugees, immigration, capital punishment, income 
inequality, religious freedom, civil liberties, arm sales, 
poverty and traditional marriage.” But as Texas 
Congressman Henry Cuellar said, “If you only hear him 
through the prism of the Republican Party or the 
Democratic Party, you’re totally misunderstanding what 
he’s trying to say.” 
 It was originally planned that after the address, 
Congress would host a celebratory lunch, with many 
congratulatory remarks and a few (or more than a few) 
glasses lifted in Francis’ honor. Instead, he went to a 
Catholic Charities shelter, where he blessed a meal for 200 
homeless people. In various other shelters, he has, 
following Jesus’ example, washed feet as a sign of his own 
servanthood.  He also reminded them that Jesus came into 
the world homeless. 
 In New York City, home of Wall Street, Francis 
emphasized the importance of people over profits, citing 
Abraham Lincoln’s declaration in 1861 that “Labor is prior 
to, and independent of, capital. Capital is only the fruit of 
labor, and could never have existed if labor had not first 
existed. Labor is the superior of capital, and deserves 
much the higher consideration.” Lincoln’s assertion was 

theologically affirmed in the 1891 papal encyclical, Rerum 
Novarum, a major source of modern Catholic social 
teaching. Francis also held Mass in Madison Square 
Garden, was serenaded by Aretha Franklin, and spoke at 
the 9/11 Memorial where he said, “Here, grief is palpable. 
The water we see flowing towards that empty pit reminds 
us of all those lives which fell prey to those who think 
destruction, tearing down, is the only way to settle conflicts. 
It is the silent cry of those who were victims of a mindset 
which knows only violence, hatred and revenge…” 
 In Philadelphia, he went to a prison, Curran-Fromhold 
Correctional Facility, where he blessed all of the inmates 
and personally embraced many of them. He held a Mass 
on Benjamin Franklin Parkway for the World Meeting of 
Families. He greeted a family from his native Argentina 
who had driven 13,000 miles in a VW minibus to hear him, 
embracing them with a bear hug and laughingly telling 
them that they were crazy. He held private meetings with 
the families of the victims of priestly abuse (the greatest 
moral stain on Roman Catholicism in the last 100 years), 
spoke of his own deep grief at what they had suffered, and 
acknowledged the righteousness of their rage. At every 
stop, he embraced children—a little daughter of 
undocumented immigrants who slipped through police 
barricades; a ten year old with cerebral palsy; a baby 
dressed in a papal outfit. More than one secularist has 
been dumbfounded that a man who publicly states so many 
controversial positions should be so widely beloved by 
people who disagree with so much of what he says. It has 
to do with his authentic love of persons. 
 Indeed, the theology that best defines Francis’ 
approach to ministry is called “Personalism,” which 
emphasizes the fundamental integrity and dignity of every 
human life. From an acknowledgement that human beings 
are all made in the image of God, to the example of the 
Good Samaritan; from the assertion in John 3.16 that God 
gave his only begotten Son out of love, to Jesus’ 
declaration in Matthew that those who care for the least of 
his brothers and sisters are caring for him, personalism is 
indisputably Biblically-based and Christ-centered. It is why 
Francis’ declarations can publicly encompass such 
politically conservative positions as the defense of pre-born 
children, traditional marriage and religious freedom, and 
also such politically liberal positions as environmentalism, 
universal health care and immigration reform. Indeed, there 
is a growing nexus between Roman Catholics and 
Protestant evangelicals that is premised on the social 
ethics of personalist teaching, and is based on the Lordship 
of Christ, respect for Creation, and the fundamental dignity 
of every human life.  If our increasingly divided nation is to 
have a future worth having, it will have to rely on far more 
than politics. 
 Francis’ farewell words to our country were these: 
"This land has been blessed with tremendous gifts and 
opportunities. I pray that you may all be good and generous 
stewards of the human and material resources entrusted to 
you… I will pray for you and your families, and I ask you, 
please, to pray for me. May God bless you all. God bless 
America!” 
 And may God bless this servant of God, and persons. 

          Dave 
Prayer: Almighty and loving God, bless our country, and help 
us to be whom you want us to be, as persons and as a 
people. In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 



PRIME TIMERS LUNCHEON 
This Sunday, October 4th 

12:00 noon, Fellowship Hall 

PANTRY SUNDAY - OCTOBER 4TH 
 Pantry Sunday for Interfaith Ministries will be this 
Sunday, October 4th. Items for collection will be canned 
fruit and powdered milk. Also needed are the reusable 
cloth shopping bags. IMI and Outreach appreciate your 
gifts to this project each month. 

MEMBER NEWS 
Hospitalized: at URHCS is Inis Dudenhoeffer; at 

Health South Rehab is Carolyn Ford; at Windmill Rehab is 
Sherrie Phillips; at Senior Care Rehab is Ruth Skoczen. 
Released and back home is Sheila Barrett. 

Our sympathies are extended to Nancy Smith & 
Family on learning of the death of her mother, Mary 
Lancaster, on September 26th in College Station TX. 
We want to be as inclusive as possible with our Member News, so if you 
know about an honor someone received, an important event in 
someone’s life, or about illness or death, please call the church—692-
2282.  Thanks! 

FIRST TIME VISITORS 
We are excited to report that the following persons 
visited for the first time on Sunday: Scott Brown, 
Judy Ramirez and Markala Smith. 

OPEN FLOWER DATES 
 If you would like to donate the flowers for the 
worship service in the Sanctuary, the following dates 
are open: October 4th & 11th. To donate or for more 
info, call Peggy Fitts, Flower Coordinator, 781-2426. 

CHURCH GROWTH 
DEPENDS ON YOU 

 The facts speak for 
themselves:  

90% of new church 
members say they 
attended church for the 
first time because of a 
personal invitation.*   

Each of us can make a 
difference!  

 The Evangelism Ministry has printed FCC 
personal contact cards and encourage each member 
to carry them with us. Just sign the back with your 
contact information and be ready to spread the good 
news about First Christian Church! Additional cards 
are available in the church office. 

*according to Lifewayresearch.com 

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS! 
 It was a pleasure to welcome Nancy Jolliff and Mark 
Zellner into our fellowship this past Sunday! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Nancy Jolliff joined by transfer of membership from 
Floral Heights United Methodist Church. She is retired and 
active in CWF Group 1. Nancy’s contact information is 
4811 Nursery, 76302, 766-2437. Welcome, Nancy! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Mark Zellner, husband of our own Joanne Zellner, 
joined by private statement of transfer. He is currently on 
a trip to Brazil. Mark’s contact information is 2017 
Hiawatha, 76309. Welcome, Mark! 

  FROM THE MAILBOX. . . 
Please join Betty Jane and Bud Rafuse 

in a celebration of their 
60th Wedding Anniversary 

on Sunday, October 18, 2015 
from 2 pm to 5 pm 

at 2770 Maverick Trail 



Don’t Forget to “Like Us” on 

YOUNG AGES SCHOOL FUNDRAISER 
KRINGLE PASTRIES ARE BACK!!! 

October 14th – October 30th 
 Young Ages School is once again selling delicious 
Kringle pastries as the fundraiser for our school. Updated 
flavors for this year are: Apple, Almond, Apricot, 
Blueberry, Cherry, Chocolate Pecan, Cream Cheese, 
Pecan, Pumpkin Caramel and Raspberry. The cost is 
$14.00 each and they will be delivered Fresh (Not 
Frozen), the beginning of December. They freeze well and 
only take a few minutes to heat up as they are fully 
cooked. These delicious pastries make great Christmas 
gifts. 

Payment is due at the time the order is placed. 
All orders, with payment (cash or check), 
must be placed by Friday, October 30th. 

 The money raised will go toward adding an additional 
3” of pea gravel to the playground (State Licensing 
requirement), replacing and/or adding new toys to the 
classrooms. Please support our school by buying these 
delicious pastries for your family and/or to give to friends, 
and neighbors. The order forms will be in the office during 
the week and in the hall on Sunday mornings in October. 

Please stop by the coffee table on October 18th 
before Sunday School for a sample. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

New on the Library Shelves. . . 
 The Church Library Committee would like to thank 
everyone who donated and purchased books at the Used 
Book Sale this past Sunday. The remaining unpurchased 
books were donated to the Wichita County Adult Literacy 
Council for their annual sale. 

* * * * * * * * 
Dave Pelzer – “The Child Called It” 
  “The Lost Boy” 
  “A Man Named Dave” 
 A Child Called It, is the unforgettable account of one 
of the most severe child abuse cases in California. It is 
the story of Dave Pelzer, who was brutally beaten and 
starved by his unstable mother. This autobiography will 
awaken you to the truth about child abuse and the ability 
we all have to make a difference. The second book, The 
Lost Boy, continues Dave’s story through foster care. As 
an adult in the third book, A Man Named Dave, Dave tries 
to make something of his life. He weathers every setback 
and gains strength from adversity. He is a living example 
that all of us have the capability to better ourselves no 
matter the circumstances. I have read this trilogy and 
could not put them down. 

* * * * * * * * 
Take advantage of and enjoy your 
First Christian Church Library and 

its contents any time the church building is open. 

CHILDREN COME FIRST FUNDRAISER 
 Children Come First is raising money for both 
playgrounds. Our Fall fundraiser is Yankee Candle, which 
includes: candles, wax melts, decorative candle holders, 
magazine subscriptions, gourmet popcorn, holiday 
wrapping paper and more. 
 You can shop our sale online at:  

yankeecandlefundraising.com 
and enter our group number: 990081681 in the “start 
shopping” box. Then shop for catalog items and online 
exclusives. We also have a catalog outside the CCF 
Office. 
 The sale ends October 13th, but you can continue 
shopping online through October 29th. Thank you!! 

UNDER ANGEL’S WINGS 
GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 

 Under Angel’s Wings is a group of Christian 
volunteers who seek to provide caring grief support to 
those who have lost loved ones. These volunteers have 
experienced the pain of personal loss and feel the need to 
provide Christian bible based support to individuals 
involved in the healing process. 
 The new session will be beginning October 5th at 5:00 
pm in the Disciple Room at First Presbyterian Church. It 
will last for four consecutive weeks at the same time and 
place 
each week. We try to provide all with a safe environment 
to help on the journey. 
 For more information, please call either Martha Hall at 
538-5506 or Ed Draper at 613-7400. 

“PHASED IN” REQUESTS ASSISTANCE 
 “Phased In,” a program sponsored by our sister 
congregation, Evangel Temple, assists 18 year old males 
as they phase out of foster care and into an independent 
lifestyle. Many of these young men, who were never 
adopted, never learned good life or coping skills. The 
men’s dorm, which houses up to 16 young men, ages 18-
22, provides a Christian, home-like setting for up to 18 
months, with house parents who teach the skills needed 
for the men to be successful in life. 
 Lolita Baker, Phased In Administrator, has asked 1st 
Christian members to donate handcrafted items to be sold 
at Phased In’s Hangar Holiday fundraiser booth, 
November 14 – 15, at the MPEC. Suggested craft ideas 
are wreaths, Christmas ornaments, original art, ceramics, 
knitted/crocheted/hand sewn items, needlework, 
woodwork, jewelry, etc. A basket has been placed in the 
church office to collect these items before the end of 
October. If you have any questions, please call Lolita 
Baker, 691-1400, or Glenda Tate, 696-5554. 

GODLY PLAY 
 Children ages 3 years thru 2nd grade may participate 
in “Godly Play” following the Children’s Moment at the 
10:45 worship service on Sundays. Godly Play allows 
children to worship and fellowship together in a special 
environment. Preschool children may be retrieved from 
Rm 213 and K-2nd grade children may be retrieved from 
Rm 311 immediately following the worship service. 

Need a special gift? 
Sterling silver chalice charms 

are being offered by the CWF ladies. 
Cost is $50 with proceeds benefitting CWF. 

Available in the church office. 



1 Dawn Cobb 
 Rachel Pullam 
 Margaret Scales 
 
2 Terry Burross 
 Shirley Craft 
 
3 Linda Gipson 
 Burl Nowell 
 Brooklyn Powers 
 Avery Schroeder 
 
4 Carolyn Ford 
 Deric Gentry 
 
5 Claudine Farrell 
 Nancy Grimes 
 Lou James 
 Hughrene Kolter 
 Harry Tonemah 
 
6 Curtis Westbrook 
 Jim Zug 
 
7 Landon Barger 
 McKenna Barger 
 Weldon Roberts 
 Billy Smiley 
 
8 Mitchell Tull 
 
9 Dolly Sloan 

10 David Carlton 
 Floyd Thornton 
 
13 Betty Crane-Rice 
 
14 Nick Gipson 
 Ben Reynolds 
 Brenda Spilman 
 Lauren Wright 
 
15 Cindy Collins 
 David Cullum 
 Carla Moran 
 
16 Kay Cranfill 
 
17 Dennis Carlton 
 Josh Dalton 
 
18 Twila Boydston 
 Ikey Miller 
 
20 Rita Cason 
 Alicia Christoff 
 
21 George Allison 
 
22 Montie Carroll 
 Exie Nicholas 
 Mary Vallejo 
 

23 Sheila Reynolds 
 Melanie Soakie 
 
24 Jean Puckett 
 
25 Barbara Gary 
 Melody Jennings 
 
26 Roger Campbell 
 Lindsey Dalton 
 
27 Lance Troegle 
 
29 Ben Sabine 
 Ted Smith Jr. 
 
30 John DeVilbiss 
 Vince Machado 
 Hollie Murphey 
 
31 Maggie Ross 
 

6 Pam & Jerry Johnson 
 
15 Sunny & Kirk Redding 
 Eva & Dave Whiting 
 
20 Amanda & Scott Poole 
 Betty & Bud Rafuse 
 
23 Cheryl & Billy Smiley 
 
26 Cinda & Marc Cannedy 



SERVING SUNDAY 
ELDERS 

Cindy Hernandez, Mike Spiller Jr.; David Gately, Presiding 
DIACONATE COMMUNION VISITATION 
Gracie Reynolds, John DeVilbiss, Carly Westbrook 

DIACONATE COMMUNION PREPARATION 
John DeVilbiss & Jerry Caraway 

OCTOBER DIACONATE SERVERS 
Ashley & Richard Barker, Jessica Morris, Mike Murdock, Curtis & Dottie 
Westbrook, Kay Jackson, Melody Jennings, Vicki Kunkle, Curtis 
Sullivan, Cary Thompson, Jerry Caraway, Claudine Farrell, Caitlin 
Hartman, Jim LaValley, Carly Westbrook, John DeVilbiss, Gracie 
Reynolds. 

THE CHURCH STAFF. . . Home Phone Number: 
Church Number 940-692-2282 
Dr. David Hartman, Senior Minister 692-2282 
Rev. Renee Hoke, Associate Minister 692-2282 
Cheryl Appling, Business Administrator 691-7265 
Jeanette Showalter, Director of Music Ministries 763-8515 
Justin Dickey, Director of Youth & Children’s Ministries 936-645-1215 
Rev. Erin Taylor, Director of Recovery Ministries 337-304-3038 
Heather Dickerson, Director of Children Come First 687-2231 
Karen Bivona, Director of Young Ages School 692-3640 
Susan Marrs, Executive Secretary Tina Williams, Financial Secretary 
Pam Poulos, Receptionist Debbie Watson, Organist 
Web Page: www.firstchristianwf.com Church e-mail: susan@firstchristianwf.com 
FAX Number 940-696-3085 

FOR THE RECORD. . . 
Sunday School. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 108 
8:40  Worship. . . 46  10:45 Worship. . .202 
 Total Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 248 
CGRM Evening Ministry. . . . . . . 29 
Sunday Receipts Needed Per Week $16,698.52 
Sunday Receipts for 9/27/15 $9,280.35 
Through Sept. 30: Income $546,713.63 Expenses $570,477.85 
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This Sunday: 
8:40 & 10:45 Services: 
“Irresistible Community: 

The End of the Relationship” 
Mark 10:2-16 

Dr. David B. Hartman, Jr. 
 

5:14 CGRM Worship Service: 
Rev. Erin Taylor 

PERSECUTED CHURCH PRAYERS 
THIS WEEK ARE FOR: 

Pray that militants seeking haven in Yemen will learn of the 
forgiveness offered only through Christ. 

OPPORTUNITIES 
Sunday, October 4, 2015  
RECONCILIATION SPECIAL OFFERING / PANTRY SUNDAY 
8:40 Worship (Chapel) 
9:30 Sunday School 
9:45 Journey Through Scripture (Parlor) 
10:45 Worship (Sanctuary) 
12:00 Prime Timers Luncheon (Fellowship Hall) 
3:45 Chancel Ringers (Stratten Hall) 
5:00 Grow in Grace Choir (Grades K-5) (Stratten Hall) 
5:00 Come As You Are (Room 403C) 
5:14 CGRM Evening Ministry (Fellowship Hall) 
5:45 Young Disciples (Grades K-5) (Rm 309 & 311) 
6:00 Common Ground Recovery Ministries Support Groups: 
  Anger Recovery (Rm 304) 
  Chemical Addictions Recovery (Rm 305) 
  Parenting (Rm 306) 
  Women’s C.A.R.E. (Rm 307) 
  Family Challenges (Rm 310) 
Monday, October 5, 2014  
7:30-6:00 Children Come First (M-F) 
9:00-12:00 Young Ages School (M-F) 
10:15 FCC Staff Mtg (Office) 
7:30 Boy Scouts Troop 15 (Fellowship Hall) 
Tuesday, October 6, 2015 
11:00 Whirlwind Cluster Ministers Mtg (Nocona TX) 
2:00 Library Committee (Library) 
Wednesday, October 7, 2015   
7:00 Elders’ Breakfast (Rm 402/Chapel) 
10:00 Women’s Fall Bible Study (Rm 310) 
5:00 Mid-Week Communion Service (Chapel) 
5:30-6:00 Feast Fellowship Meal (Fellowship Hall) 
6:00-7:00 Feast Small Groups: 
  Young Disciples Group (Grades K-5) (Rm 309 & 311) 
  360 (Grades 6-12) (Rm 403C) 
  Adult Bible Study: “Too Busy Not To Pray” (Rm 310) 
7:00-7:15 Feast Communion & Prayer (Chapel) 
7:00 Chancel Choir (High School-Adults) (Stratten Hall) 
7:15-8:00 Feast Open Gym 
Thursday, October 8, 2015 
12:00 Care Portal Lunch (Rm 402) 
1:30 Knit Wits (Parlor) 
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